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INTRODUCTION. 


TnE summer of 1857 brobe upon tho vorid 
in England villi littlo promise of tho momen- 
tous events to be’ enacted during its course. 
The commercial and domestic intelligence from 
the East brought by each successive mail 
sounded no "warning note, so that tho dreadful 
tragedy of Cavnpore and tho news of the Indian 
mutiny carried sudden and unexpected desolation 
to many an English homo. The authoress of 
the following Journal was, happily, unconnected 
by any. ties of family or friendship -with our 
Eastern Empire, and to many such, the horrible 
story scarcely seemed at first to convey the 
idea of the -wide -spread disaffection that really 
existed among the native regiments. Tho first 
notion at home seemed to be, that a much-to- 
be-lamented mutiny bad occurred among a few 
regiments of native troops, which our English 
soldiers in the country would soon put down 
and chastise. Gradually more wide-spread 
alarm pervaded the public mind. It was whis- 
pered that Government were more frightened 
' ' n 
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than tlioy cared to show; and while cavalry 
and infantry regiments were warned to he in 
readiness to proceed to the East, the House of 
Commons was busy discussing the comparative 
merits of steam or sailing transports. The 
well-known efficiency of the Indian Artillery 
wrb such, that it did not at first occur to the 
officers of the Koyal Artillery at home tljat 
their services would be put in requisition ; but, 
as worse accounts arrived with each succeeding 
mail, it gradually dawned upon the authoress and 
her husband, that a voyage to India was a more 
probable contingency than a tour in Switzerland, 
which had been in contemplation for their 
autumn’s amusement! At last, about the middle 
of July, the field battery B.A., under the com- 
mand of Captain Leopold Paget, was, among 
many others, placed under orders for immediate 
embarcation. He at once determined on taking 
his wife with him, if permitted to do so; but, 
though continually referred from the Horse 
Guards to the Admiralty, and the India House, 
this could not be ascertained for some time; 
and when at last permission was given, barely 
a fortnight remained in which to settle all private 
affairs, to provide for the children who were to 
be left behind, and to select the necessaiy outfits. 
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CHAPTER I. 

mUARCATIOH — TOWING DOWN CHANNEL — PUT INTO 
PORTSMOUTH— START AGAIN — SEA SICKNESS — PASS 

MADEIRA — A SHARK CAUGHT DALE OP HMD ■ — 

COLD AND WET. 

Tuesday, August 4, 1857. 

After an early breakfast I drove down at 
8 o’clock to the Arsenal Quay at Woolwich, 
accompanied by the land triends with whom my 
husband and myself had been staying ever since 
the breaking up of our own establishment, and 
who wished to see the last of us. Here I found 
tli/ men and officers drawn up, belonging to 
my husband’s field battery, and to another com- 
pany of the Royal Artillery which was to go in 
the same ship with us. Then were enacted the 
scenes of painful partings inseparable from 
the departure of troops on service, where 
tho wives are of necessity left behind, and 
greatly was the sergeant’s wife envied who 
was allowed to accompany me as my maid, 
n 2 
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In the midst of much confusion, -we em- 
barked in two small steamers, which were 
bo crowded with soldiers and .baggage that a 
comer of the paddle-box was the only place I 
could find to sit on, and we were conveyed down 
the river, receiving deafening cheers from the 
garrison at Purfleet, and the different ships we 
passed, for we were the first detachment to 
leave England for the relief of the sufferers in 
India. At Gravesend we were transferred to 
the “Warrior Queen” sailing transport of 
1200 tons, on board of which was also a troop 
of 3rd Dragoon Guards; and hero we were 
joined by friends anxious to say one more 
“good bye;” the confhsion attendant on fitting 
up and arranging our cabin, and the excitement 
of the scene, fortunately preventing our dwelling 
on the misery of separation from all we held 
dear in this world. From various causes, and 
principally becauso the crew were all so drunk 
that the captain dared not put to sea, wc wero 
delayed at Gravesend till 4 p.m., and wero then 
towed down to he anchored for the night off the 
Hore. Wc found ourselves in possession of one 
of the stem cabins (the right to which had been 
kindly given up by tho brovet-major commanding 
the troops, who was a single man), and. when 
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wg had got it iu order, it was really comfortable, 
and contained a good cupboard in which to 
■stow away superfluous articles. Our two swing 
cots, which at night were laced together, by 
day were* separately triced up to the ceiling, 
because, when down, they filled the whole cabin, 
so that one had to go about on all fours under 
them, which rendered undressing rather a 
difficult matter; and before we attempted to 
dress in the morning our soldier servant was 
summoned in to assist in tying up the cots, 
whilst I retreated into the cupboard till the 
operation had been performed. We thought 
our first dinner on board" this evening a very 
bad one, but made allowances for the first day, 
considering that nothing and nobody were in 
their places, and the steward (evidently an in- 
efficient one) remarkably tipsy, 

"Wednesday, August 5. 

Towing commenced again early this morning, 
bo that we found ourselves opposite Margate 
about breakfast time. Talking of breakfast, 
nothing can be conceived more nasty than our 
meal so called l Tea, both greasy and muddy, 
indifferent bread, and rancid butter, served on a 
filthj tablecloth, accompanied by knives, forks. 
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and spoons of questionable cleanliness, and stuff 
called preserved milk, -which our captain thought 
us fastidious for refusing, but which, in colour 
bright pink, with a most offensive smell, was, 
no doubt, a horrid compound of brains, &e. 
About luncheon time, which repast consisted of 
biscuit and jam, or cheese, we were off Deal, 
and the captain having announced his intention 
of going on shore to get various stores in Which 
he found the ship deficient, we determined, 
with several others, to accompany him, for the 
pleasure of setting foot on English land again, 
and for the scarcely smaller pleasuro of securing 
a clean, good dinner. Deal is a, quiet littlo 
town', remarkable for its cleanliness, with ft 
population chiefly of pilots and fishermen, 
who reap a harvest by the frequent wrecks on 
tho Goodwin Sands. Wo sauntered about, 
mado n. few purchases, had an excellent dinner 
at tho Royal Hotel, after which wo returned 
to our ship, which was again anchored for the 
night. One of tho sailor’s beds was discovered 
to bo on fire to-day, occasioned probably by 
a drunken man smoking. It was fortunately 
found out in timo to throw it into tho sea, 
beforo tho ilamcs had spread further than tlio 
bedding; but our commanding officer, finding 
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extreme carelessness and neglect prevail among 
tlio officers of tho ship, made stringent re- 
gulations for military police, which I trnst 
may, under Providence, bo tlio means of our 
safety. 

Thursday, August G. 

"Wo continued being towed past Folkestone, 
and steadily down Channel, till this afternoon, 
when tho tng cast ns looso off Benchy Head, 
wliere apparently wo aro likely to remain, as, 
however great the sailing powers of tho “Warrior 
Queen’' maybe tfith a favouring breeze, they arc 
wholly unequal to progressing much with one 
dead against her. There aro two other«ladies on 
hoard, both more ot less suffering from sea sick- 
ness, and I felt miserably cold and wretched, 
though determined not to give in. I do not 
believe I should he at all ill if it were not for 
the horrid smells and the bad food. No one 
whose ideas of the comforts of a long voyage are 
founded upon the accommodation of a fine pas- 
senger ship, can know the horrors of a transport, 
and this one was despatched with such ill-judged 
haste that she was very badly found in every 
respect. There are no cuddy servants except 
the one bad steward ; and from his cupboard^ 
called a pantry, at the bottom of the companion, 
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emanates an odour of grease and oil that 
pervades the -whole ship.' Then the bilge 
water ! I despair of conveying an idea of the 
horroTS of that smell, -which penetrates every- 
where, even into our clean cabin: I did not 
think it was possible to suffer such intense 
annoyance from such a cause, and I feel inclined 
to envy one of our friends, who is deficient in the 
olfactory sense. We had thunder and lightning 
and violent rain last night, and some showers 
to-day, which made us look out warm cloth- 
ing. The soldiers have 'exchanged their 
uniforms for white jackets and red caps, 
a remarkably picturesque, but cold dress, con- 
sidering the recent change in the weather. 
They all sleep in hammocks on the lower deck, 
which is open from one end to the other, and 
on fine days the hammocks are brought up and 
piled on deck. The poor women have no accom- 
modation of any kind as yet, but the captain 
promises to put them up something. Fortunately 
there are only two — my sergeant’s wife, and a 
black Ayah, engaged for the voyage by ono of 
. tile other Indies. They have liitlicrto slept on 
chairs, or tables, or anywhero in a comer, and 
only get a chance mouthful after our meals, 
which is a great shame, ns wc pay highly 
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for tlieir passage. Wc are well off in one re- 
spect — that of having two saloons or cuddies, 
wlucli in wet weather will bo a great aih antago 
to so largo a pariy, as eighteen could scarcely 
find room at one table. 

Sunday, August 9 

The last two days I have been too ill to do 
any thing hut he on my back, and the weather 
has been, most wretched — continued storms of 
wind and ram, and the former dead against us, so 
that we beat backwards and forwards between 
England and France, scarcely making any real 
progress at all. Most of us were -scry ill, 
and no comforts procurable, all there was 
to eat being very indifferent, salt junk 
and fowls that had died of sea sickness. 
About noon to day we neared the Isle of 
Wight, and the officer commanding decided 
on ordering the ship into Portsmouth, that her 
total deficiency m proper supplies ^ might be 
reported to the authorities. We had started 
with onlj six sheep, which were, of course, 
nearly consumed, and the ship’s boilers were 
not large enough to cook the soldiers’ dinners 
The whole day was most unlike a Sunday. 
My husband read service *on deck, where the 
soldiers were assembled, bnt bis voice was 
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Almost lost amidst thi tumult of vunl nnd 
water Wo anchored in. the owning off St 
Helen a, and ourselves ami o’licru unit on 
shore Wo were most hospital)!} teemed h} 
our land friends nt Admiralty JIousc, who were 
not a little tmrpn , *cd at our unexpreted arrival 
nt ten o clock nt night The comfortH of ft 
s trad if bed and a tv arm bnth wtro full} appro* 
anted, though it was diflicult nt first to believe 
the room was not m motion 


Mon lay, Augutl 10 

Ono must havo been a week ot sen in n 
dirt} transport, full} to enjoy the delights of ft 
clcnn tablecloth, and nil tlio tipplmnccs of ft 
comfortablo breakfast table, in a room looking 
on n green garden containing fino old trees 
After breakfast wo sallied out to la} in private 
stores for tlio voyage, and paid visits to several 
friends , but -as tlio length of onr stay w ns tin 
certain,^ wo did not venture to accompany our 
kind entertainers in their yacht to sco tlio 
Trench Emperor and Empress pass through 
tlio fleet, on their return to Havre, from visiting 
our Queen at Osborne In tlio ovemng wo 
learned to our delight that wo might spend 
another night on shore 
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Tuesday, August It. 

Hearing wo "were still at liberty to remain 
on shore, we made on early expedition to Hyde, 
to see some relations who wctc staying there, 
and on oar return to the Admiralty House re- 
ceived tho unwelcome intelligence that wc must 
join tho rest of onr fellow passengers at the inn 
and proceed on board our ship. A hard shower 
came on, and wo had a most comfortless sail 
to tho “'Warrior Queen/’ which wo found as 
dirty and unsweet as ever, though tho improve- 
ment in our prospects held out by a new 
steward, with two cuddy servants under him, 
and the promise of two clean tablecloths 
a-week, restored us to tolerable good humour. 
I was very busy re-arranging our cabin, and 
getting out every thing likely to bo wanted for a 
long voyage. The ship 6warms with cockroaches 
of all sizes, which I believe contribnte towards 
the offensive odours on board. * We go to bed 
soon after eight, as most of the evenings have 
been wet and cold, and the saloon is far too 
unsweet for one to wish to sit there. Tho 
soldiers’ hospital is immediately underneath, 
and is ventilated by means’ of a trap in the 
floor, so that all the batf air passes tlirough 
tho saloon, and one of the cabins immediately 
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adjoining the trap is almost intolerable Our 
nights are not so very long after all, for sleep 
after four is out of the question*, as then begins 
the mysterious operation of holy stoning, and 
pumping over head, and when that is over, it is 
time to begin tho before mentioned arrange 
ment of our cots, previous to dressing for 
breakfast at half past eight 

■Wednesday August 12 

We lay at anchor all last night in a fog, and 
remained all day in a dead calm, opposite the 
Culver Cliffs, drifting out with the morning tide, 
and back again m tbe afternoon The day was 
warm and lovely, but it was tantalizing to be 
detained thus within sight of land I went for 
ward to day to inspect our new live stock They 
consist of a goat and kids, plenty of pigs and 
sheep, some less bilious looking fowls than those 
we started with, a black retriever, with four fat 
pups, a hull dog, and sundry soldiers curs 


Thursday August 13 

Had the satisfaction this morning of hearing 
we had made good way dnnng the night There 
was a thick fog early in the e\emng, during the 
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continuance of which we lay to, aid Tang a bell 
every quarter of an hour, to warn any 'approach- 
ing steamers oh our vicinity ; it cleared off at 
midnight, and a favourable breezo springing up, 
carried ns down to Portland by daylight; and, if 
it continues, wo expect to bo clear of the Channel 
to-night, and the pilot will take our last English 
letters on shore. 


Monday, August 17. 

There lias been little to record for four days. 
The breeze freshened considerably on the oven- 
ing of the 13th, which sent us down Channel at 
a great rate, at the same time reducing most of 
the passengers to a pitiable state. IVe ran 250 
miles in twenty-four hours, which took us well 
into the Atlantic swell, and then the pitching 
and tossing were terrible. Our cots did not 
answer— they swung unevenly, owing to tho 
difference in our respective weights ; and, be- 
sides the feeling of suffocation consequent* on 
being so neaT the ceiling, we bumped our heads 
dreadfully in getting in and out. On Saturday 
I was too ill to leave my cabin, and we thought 
at night we should feel the motion less if we 
put the cots on the floor ; and such a night I 
hope never again to pass 1 Every tiling that 



14 


LIFE IN INDIA. 


could move liad long since left its proper place ; 
every comer of the cabin was strewed with debris, 
and we wero obliged to hold tight to our mat- 
tTasses to prevent rolling against the boxes, ono 
of which threatened to fall on and crush our legs. 
Sunday morning broke with a lighter wind, and 
as soon as I was able to crawl on deck, tlio 

fresh air revived me wonderfully. L read 

prayers to the men on the poop, who were 
arranged in four rows, the tliree front rows sit- 
ting, and the back ono standing — whilst the 
officers were grouped round the companion, the 
top of which, covered with a Union Jack, formed 
a kind of reading-desk. To-day the climate is 
sensibly warmer, but the wind is lighter, and 
we do not get on so fast. Wo ’spoke a large 
ship, a trader from Liverpool to Valparaiso, 
which, in the monotony of a sea life, was quite 
exciting. 

The poor woman who was to net as my maid 
has, of course, been more ill than I have been, 
and no wonder, in the suffocation of the wretched 
box partitioned off tbe men’s, deck for her and 
her husband. I have never seen her since it 
began to blow, having been nursed wholly by 
my husband and our old soldier servant, who, 
fortunately, were neither of them ill. 
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Tuesday, August 18. 

To-day we spoke one of Green’s large skips, 
bound like ourselves to tko East with troops. 
No doubt tkeir comforts far exceed ours, as his 
vessels are considered very perfect in venti- 
lation and accommodation. A solitary duck 
passed ns, sailing alone on the wide ocean, 
and looking bo lonely, though, no doubt, his 
mate was near, though unseen by us. The sliip 
rolled fearfully to-day — walking was impossible, 
and Bitting very insecure, but I am thankful at 
having got over my sea sickness, though my 
head still suffers, feeling sore all over, and burn- 
ing at the top. We had a game of whist this 
evening, under difficulties. It rained a little, 
and each player hold an umbrella, and the wind 
blew all stray cards in various directions, whilst 
frequently a lurch, stronger than usual, sent at 
least one person rolling on the deck! The 
soldiers sing in chorus in calm evenings, 
which Bounds very pretty. It gets dark very 
Boon now, and I suppose in the tropics we 
shall all go to bed at six, for it seems generally 
agreed that sitting below is a thing out of 
tko question. ; unfortunately Bleep is often 
quite impossible, for, in addition to the rolling 
and pitching of the ship, a crowded London 
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thoroughfare is quiet compared to the creaking, 
straining, and shouting of the sailors, and other 
noises on ship-hoard at night. „ There are two 
things almost unbearable to those suffering from 
sea sickness — first, the perpetual motion, and 
it is nearly maddening when reason tells you 
that your agonizing prayer of “ stop the ship, 
only for ten minutes,*' cannot be complied with; 
secondly, and scarcely more endurable, is the 
unceasing roar of the waves, a dreadful rushing 
sound in the ears, that never, never ceases ! 

Thursday, August 20. 

The last two days have been busily employed 
in organizing a school for the soldiers, but 
having very few books, and no slates, it is dif- 
ficult to know what to teach. My occupation 
this morning was writing out a great number of 
arithmetical tables, and I am veiy glad when 
the Bchool hour arrives ; any regular occupation 
ib such a blessing in our monotonous life. 

Friday, August 31.' 

On coming on deck this morning, the island 
of Madeira was very plainly visible, and by 
twelve o'clock wo were abreast of it, at the dis- 
tance of abont six miles. On this side it con- 
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sists of a majestic mountain, rising almost 
perpendicularly out bf the sea, fthout the centre 
of winch is a wide fissure, or ravine, apparently 
extending far into tho interior; and there are 
fine detached rocks projecting into tho sea. 
At the 'top of tho cliffs wo distinctly saw green 
fields, dotted with houses and churches, and 
a convent on tho very summit of ono of tho 
hills. Every available part of tho rock is 
formed into terraces for tho vines; and down tho 
face of the cliffs, facing tho sea, were several 
high waterfalls, looking like silver threads. It 
is needless saying how we longed to land on 
this lovely island, and even to have taken on 
hoard a cargo of frcBb fruit and vegetables would 
in some degree have mitigated our regret; but 
not a boat appeared, and tho lazy Portuguese 
little knew what a harvest th’ey were losing. 

Saturday, August 22. 

To-day we passed the Canary Islands. The 
Peak of Teneriffo was hidden by the nearer 
mountain of Palma, whose point shone out 
bright high np in the sky, lighted by the rays 
of the afternoon sun, whilst the clouds floated 
across the lower part, hut we were too dis- 
tant to distinguish small objects. The colour 
c 
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of the sea is now glorious An intense bleu 
Eugenie gives to ladies the best idea of it that I 
can express, and the climate as heavenly not 
in the least cold, and yet by no means hot, with 
a balmy breeze waftmg us along at a good speed 
One only regrets the absence of twilight, and 
that the moment the sun dips into the sea it 
begins to get dark, so that in ten minutes all 
books or work are obhged to be laid aside then 
generally commences a grand game of cock 
%ktmg, or similar amusements, among the 
young gentlemen , followed by singing, either 
amongst ourselves or the soldiers, sometimes 
varied by the latter dancing hornpipes or jigs» 
to the music of a flute and bones I saw to 
day, for the first time, some flying fish— pretty 
httle white, glittering things — very decidedly 
fl y“g» n °t leaping, as some books of natural 
history would lead one to imagine Tho 
luminous appearance on the sea, winch I also 
witnessed for the first timo tins evening, 
was very different from my imaginings, winch 
had pourtrayed a sheet of whito fire, whereas 
tins appeared liko innumerable diamond balls 
rolling through the water in the wako of tho 
ship 
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Monday, August 2i. 

Yesterday being tbe first Sunday when wo 
were all quite well, and a most lovely day, was 
enjoyed accordingly, though the want of diver- . 
sity of employment makes it always a long 
day oh board ship. At night the wind died 
away, and wc lay rolling in an Atlantic swell, 
without hope of sleep. It is astonishing, how- 
ever giddy and uncomfortablo wo feel all tbo 
morning, how wc revive after dinner ; in fact, it 
is our only good meal, and one had need of a 6ca 
appetite to donsidcr it in that light. Timetables 
in the eating saloon are covered with bars, 
supposed to beep the plates and dishes in their 
places, but which signally fail in tbeir object, 
and the soup and meat go larking about in 
company with the decanters and glasses, and 
dinner rarely passes without a smash. We 
ladies have quite given up having our meals 
below. I generally have a bason of coarse oat- 
meal gruel directly I come on deck in the morn- 
ing, which serves me for breakfast ; the bread 
and biscuit are both uneatable, which is a great 
privation. At twelve, we havo either a small 
puddingi made by one of our servants^ or a cup 
of arrowroot; and our dinner, at four, is brought 
to us on deck, where we eat with our plates on 
c 2 
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onr knees. The mutton is generally good, but 
every thing else is very nasty, unless I except 
an occasional bottle of preserved fruit. It is 
quite shocking how gieedy this indifferent food 
makes ns feel, and how we look forward to and 
talk of the good things we expect in India ; 
and, before long, I fear we shall be worse off, 
and put on short allowance. 


Wednesday, August 2 G 

Although we have entered the Tropics tho 
weather continues cool on deck, though helow, 
when wo have but httle wind, the closeness is 
suffocating. A poor httle Scotch temcr, of 
ammblo maimers, belonging to ono of the offi- 
cers, who was a favourite with us all, has dis- 
appeared mysteriously , it i B supposed that 
when she was looking over the side, n violent 
roll of tho ship throw her into tho sea, when it 
IS very sad to think of her fate, swimming till 

strength failed her, and then poor httle 

thing! Lately wo have taken to walking a milo 
every evemng at dnsh, winch, as near as wo can 
reckon, is 110 turns on tho poop Tho moon- 
light is delicious , and though tho moon is only 
fire days old, the light is as great as that of a 
lull moon nt home 
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Sunday, August 30. 

"We' have made good progress, and passing 
outside tho Cape ilc Ycrdo Islands, are now 
steering s.E. towards the coast of Africa. Wo 
all felt ill again on Friday, owing more, I think, 
to tho weather than the motion. There is 
plenty of wind, hut it is hot, sticly, and unre- 
fresliing, and is a Sirocco from tho African 
Deserts. My husband and I have had our cots 
taken down, and a wide bed-place made across 
the Btem windows in out cabin, which we find far 
moro comfortable. Fresh meat will not keep in 
this weather, and latterly we have been reduced 
to fat pork, which at home, if one felt qualmish 
and giddy, though ravenously hungry (an 
anomaly only experienced .on a long voyage), 
would certainly bo the last dinner one should 
choose, particularly when served on very greasy 
plates, accompanied by knives, forks, &c., in 
similar condition. Onr allowance of water is 
only a pint each, of tho consistence * of thick 
soup and with a horrible smell; the same is 
used for cooking, and the poor soldiers have to 
drink it. We have a small filter in our cabin, 
where wo collect two or three days’ allowance 
lor {he purpose of cleaning onr teeth. We 
possess also an India-rubber bath, which we are 
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oblo to uso daily — except in \orj rough weather 
♦ — filled with sea water In this muggy, un- 
wholesome) weather, we have, not heen well 
enough to keep school, and tlio poor soldiers 
seem to feel its depressing influence too, for 
they he about tlio decks asleep, like so many 
hounds in a kennel, over and across one another 
m every variety of attitude, with no relief to the 
tedium of the long day. 

Tuesday, September 1 

An agreeable change in the Weather, but for 
two days wo have been nearly becalmed. Yes- 
terday a boat was lowered for the amusement 
of a pull on the Atlantic, and a beautiful little 
^ creature of the nautilus tribe was caught and 
brought on board The sailors called it a 
Portuguese man of war It was composed of a 
bright lilac jelly-like substance, without apparent 
head or toil, and its little sails were folded, but 
it contained so much electric fluid as to give 
a stinging sensation to the hands, not only of 
those who touched itself, but the cloth on which 
it was laid, or the water m which it floated 
To day, m remembrance of the gunning going 
on at home, we had some pistol practice at a 
bottle, the motion of tlio waves rendering it by 
no means easj to hit fn the afternoon there 
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■was great excitement produced by tlio appear- 
ance of a shark. AYlien first I saw liim swim- 
ming round the, skip, with the greatest uncon- 
cern, and deaf to all the noiso, I thought liim 
by far the most beautiful monster X lmd ever 
seen, exactly resembling in colour the fabulous 
green dragons of fairy tales ; liis large side fins 
making an excellent substitute for wings. He 
snapped greedily at a piece of pork fastened to 
a hook, and to do this ho was obliged to turn 
on his side, as a shark’s jaws arc so contrived 
that they are unable to seize their prey in their 
ordinary position. He was hooked by his npper 
lip, and but slightly, for ho soon broke loose, 
when, strange to say, tho hook caught in 'his 
tail, and we were in hopes of securing him; but,* 
unfortunately, after vain attempts to throw a 
noose over liim, or stick a harpoon in the 
struggling monster, bis captors grew impatient, 
and endeavoured to pull him out of the water 
by the hook and line, when, of course, his weight 
tore away the piece of the tail, and he escaped. 
The moment he was drawn into the air, the 
illusion of his beauty vanished — the lovely green 
colour being produced by seeing him through 
iWwrfaa — icni he •very much Tesenfrileft u huge 
cod-fish. He was not a largo specimen, his • 
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length appealing to be about six feet, and the 
sailors estimated Ins weight at about 1201bs 
It was very curious ?o see how closely he was 
followed by two pilot fish, beautiful little things, 
with cross stripes of brown, who never deserted 
him, and even in his struggles for his life kept 
swimming round and round him and finally 
escorted the wounded monster off m triumph 

Friday, September II 

All this time we have been straggling with 
contrary winds, and beating abont in the Bay 
of Benin, without making any progress Ono 
day a boneta was caught, a hideous, smooth, 
hard, and slimy fish, without scales, like a 
wooden toy, and it proved quite uneatable 
My poor maid has been very ill, from tlio bad 
air below , and some of the soldiers have also 
suffered, as during the squally weather tho 
hatches have been battened down The heat and 
smells that nsc from the hospital surpass any 
imagination , and wo aro thankful to bavo been 
hitherto preserved from any infectious disease 
Tho glass and crockery aro rapidly diminishing , 
w o hu\ o now only two real tumblors left, and find 
tho bottoms of old 1 ottlcs an excellent sul sti 
tnto I do not know wlml we are to do when all 
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the plates and dishes arc gone. Our amusing 
powers aro utterly exhausted, all energy for 
games and 'amusements vanished, and wo arc 
reduced to a state of passive endurance 1 

Sunday, September 13. 

Wo had, tlie great pleasure yesterday of 
sending home letters by a Danish ship bound 
for Bordeaux, whose captain promised to post 
them. As ,she bore down towards ns with a 
favourable wind, there was a doubt whether she 
would stop to pick up our packet despatched in 
a boat to meet her. However, she was too 
anxious for news to mind the delay, and waited 
whilst we sent some old newspapers on board. 
She *was laden with rice from Bengal, and was 
forty-five days from the Mauritius, from whence 
she carried, as passengers, an English merchant 
and his two daughters. The comforts they were 
'enjoying made us grumble over our miseries. 
The deck saloon was beautifully clean and 
sweet, and they had three nice goats giving 
' milk, whereas our Nanny only gave a cup -full 
for three days, and none ever after ; hut what 
was of more importance than all the rest, they 
had. such a large supply of delicious clear water, 
that they absolutely used it for washing their 
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clotlies! The Dane had no accounts from India 
of later dates than ours, hut wliilst she was at 
tho Mauritius an Indian officer lmd arrived there, 
and taken hack with him to India every avail- 
able soldier, at tho same timo leaving directions 
for those troops who touched there, en route to 
China, to ho forwarded to Calcutta instead. Vi T o 
have been two days in tho Southern trade winds, 
getting on at the rate of 200 miles a day. The 
temperature is delicious, liko a good specimen 
of May at homo. I cntiiely disbelieve in Tro- 
pical heat at sea; a cloak is always agreeable, 
and wo never feel hot. Our captain holds out 
hopes of touching at the little island of Tristan 
da Cunha for fresh water and provisions, as we 
are running short of both, and several sheep 
have died, or been killed to save their lives. 

Tuesday, September IS. 

Two of the sailors were found drunk in the 
hold yesterday, having broken into a barrel of 
beer. In the Merchant service the captains 
execute summary justice at sea, so the exami- 
nation of the culprits ended in a' tremendous 
Bcuffle, during which our skipper, who is a 
powerful man, knocked down the offenders, and 
hammered their heads against the deck, pro- 
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paratory to putting them in irons; and as it 
is not a first offence, ho pirentens to imprison 
them on our arrival at Uombay. The coarse 
familiarity subsisting in the merchant service 
between officers and men is very* striking to 
those accustomed to tho respectful manner of 
her Majesty’s soldiers and sailors towards their 
superiors. 

Sunday, September 20. 

A largo creature, of tl\c whale land, lms been 
playing round the chip, frequently lifting bis 
great bead and shoulders quito out of tbo water. 
Ho was thought to bo a fin-back, a kind very un- 
profitable to whalers, as they aro difficult to 
catch, and yield hut very littlo blubber. AYo 
passed 'an uninhabited island, enlied Trinidad, 
during tho night, situated on the coast of South 
America, and are now endeavouring to hear to 
the Eastward, to make Tristan da Cnnka. "Wo 
have a good deal of mist in tho evenings, which 
obscures the brightness of the stars. I miss 
tho dear old familiar foco of the Great Bear, 
and am much disappointed in tho Southern 
Cross, which is composed of bright stars at n 
great distance from each other, and rarely 
visible at the same time, instead of a vivid, 
distinct diamond-liko cross, as I had pictured to 
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myself. A few openings back tlio soldiers got 
up a land of fantoccini, and managed tbo ma- 
chinery of tlio dancing dolls remarkably well, 
though the dialogue was rather a failure. Wo 
have attempted to get up some psalm singing, 
to enliven the service on Sundays, but without 
success, owing to the soldiers’ shyness, and the 
want of' a musical gemus among the officers to 
lead them. 

Tuesday, September 22 

For two days it has blown very fresh, but un- 
fortunately m a wrong direction, so that wo 
are nearing tbe American coast, and shall bavo 
to retrace our steps. Yesterday two great blocks 
and chains fell from the mizen mast amongst 
the men who were hauling at the ropes, most 
providentially without injuring any one ; and as 
it is the third or fourth time the blocks have 
come down, it leads one to infer that the iron- 
work of the ship is in a rotten state. This 
morning, just as I had finished dressing, the 
ship gaxe a tremendous lurch, which spilled the 
water, and set everything floating in my cabin ; 
and I found, on going on deck, that the bowspnt 
had just been earned away, with all its sails and 
tackle Tins is vexatious, as the repair will 
cause some delay We have been followed for 
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several days by the pretty black and white Capo 
pigeons, and some of the gentlemen amuse them- 
selves by shooting nt them, which, as they can- 
not bo picked up, is cruel sport. Many beautiful 
albatrosses also constantly fly about us. Thoy 
arc most graceful birds of the gnll land, with long 
wings, measuring about 5 feet from tip to tip. 
They are mostly white, with "black spots on tho 
wings, though some are altogether black. Onr 
captain says, if one was caught it could not 
rise from the deck, as they reqniro to paddlo in 
the water with their web feet before they con 
take flight. • 

Friday, September 25. 

We are sailing along bonnily, on a fair wind 
now, a littlo South of tho latitude of tho Capo, 
though far to tho "Westward. It is very cold 
for the kind of bivouac life wo lead, and difficult, 
on account of tho motion of tho ship, to tako 
sufficient exercise to keep up the circulation, 
and wo feel the want of a fire and warm clothing 
dreadfully. *Wo raced an emigrant ship all 
yesterday, passing her at night, and being 
passed by her this morning ; she is from Liver- 
pool, bound for Port Phillip, and eight days 
longer out than us, and must have encountered 
worse weather, as part of her bulwarks have 
been carried away. 
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Tuesday, September 29 

On Sunday the motion was too great to 
allow of more than a few prayers on the quarter 
deck Early in the morning our mam top sail 
yard came down with a tremendous crash, 
bringing blocks and chains and every thing with 
it Providentially it fell slowly, like a great 
tree, so that the men lnd time to get out of the 
waf It took the whole day to ng a new ono, 
which, with great exertion, was got 'up m the 
night this impeded our progress, hut still wo 
made 219 miles in tlio twenty four hours, and, 
to our regret, passed tho wished for Island of 
Tnstan da Cunlia seventy miles to the north 
ward Tho heavy night dews now saturato our 
bedding and clothes, so that overy thing wo put 
on is net I have boon busy manufacturing 
mnffettccs from some scraps of cloth I got from 
tho tailor, and an old Crimean friend on board 
bas kindly lent mo worsted socks, but I suffer 
dreadfully from tho cold Yesterday it rained 
m torrents, obliging ns to keep below all day , 
and our solo food consisted of a sea pio, a b\ no 
means bad mixture of scraps boiled with lump** 
of dough, but tho filth} tablecloth, winch mo 
ladies had so long deserted, was enough to spoil 
nn) nppetito 
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CHATTER H. 


STEAK A HVfVnXS SUIT — A SWIM ATT Fll A'- ALBATROSS 
— TITB TUt. OT A HCRRtCAJtE — BLCT SUAIIk ANP 
her tocno— convict smr — rnonsiovs run short 

— YIRBT 81 OUT OT LATH — "NATITT PI SITIN' 0 BOATS — 
1CMTNOTJS WATTR — TAKES IS TOW # 

' Sunday, October 4 

"We have lmd a dead calm for several days, 
tho slop rolling heavily m the swell I was 
attemptmg my usual breakfast on deck yester- 
day morning, when an unlucky lurch upset me 
and my chair, covering mo with tho greater 
v portion of my cup of cocoa This cocoa was 
bought by us at Portsmouth, and has been a 
great comfort Shortly after my adventure, the 
two other ladies, with tho husband of one, and 
a ship’B hoy, who was endoavonrwg to assist, 
were all prostrated together and rolled to the 
side of the ship The weather was bright and 
pleasant, and, as a Batavian ship was lying near 
us, a boat was lowered, and some of the gentle- 
men went to pay her a visit, and on their return 
brought two young Dutchmen to see us, and a 
friendly exchange of provisions was made he- 
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tween the two captains "When our boat came 
back, there was great difficulty in seizing the 
right moment to clutch the rope ladder and as 
cend the ship’s side; for, owuig to the swell) 
the little boat was raised at one moment at 
the top of the wave half as high as the deck, 
whilst the next, she sunk in a trough almost 
under the ship’s bottom I was very thank- 
ful when all were safe on board The wind 
rose in the afternoon, and in the night fresh 
ened to a gale, every Tollable tiling breaking 
loose There was no possibility of any ser- 
vice to day, so we were obliged to be content 
with private reading Some of the Cape 
pigeons were shot and brought on board 
They are about twice the size of land pigeons, 
but very tlun and light, their size consisting 
m their feathers They aro white, prettily 
spotted with hlack, and their breasts are covered 
with soft white feathers over a layer of black 
down Of course their feet are webbed, and 
sometimes a flock of twenty may ho seen 
swimming after the ship, like ducks in a pond 

Tuc* lay, October C 

Tho galo has gradually increased, accom- 
panied by squalls, and a magnificent sea , huge 
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waves rising half as high as the masts, appear- 
ing as if they most inevitably overwhelm tho 
ship, which then bounds on and over them, with 
a leap that makes holding on difficult. Two 
sails were carried away, though only enough 
were eel to enable ns to send before the gale. 
It is impossible to sleep during tliis violent 
motion, and the process we undergo may bo 
thus described: on lying down in bed, one’s 
head is suddenly elevated, and the heels pulled 
down a foot or two; then as quickly tho position 
is reversed, the feet go into the air, and the 
head is forcibly pushed down tbo same distance, 
occasioning a choking apoplectic sensation, far 
from pleasant, to say nothing of rubbing the 
hair 'off in quantities. 


Thursday, October 8. 

"We have passed the longitude of the Cape 
about 150 miles to the South. The wind has 
abated, and it is much wanner. We had a 
dreadful fright this morning. One of the young 
officers shot an albatross, and as we were nearly 
stationary, and he was a fine swimmer, he 
greatly longed to jump in after it. The captain 
of the ship, who ought to have known better, 
dared him to the attempt, and in a few moments 
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lie had leaped from one of the stem windows. 
Though the bird at that moment appeared 
within ten yards, there was a rapid current 
running, which carried us hack, -so that he had 
to swim* far ahead of the ship to pick it up I 
and then, turning to come back, ’he found his 
strength fail him, and that he had no power to 
struggle against the heavy swell. 'He shouted 
for help ; it was a moment of intense anxiety, 
and we almost gave him up for lost, whilst the 
boat was lowered and pulled towards him as 
quickly as possible ; and, oh I how thankful 
were we to see him brought on board, still 
holding his bird. He was half an hour before 
ho could speak plainly, from tho violent buffeting 
of the waves, and said be could not kavo sup- 
ported liimsclf ten minutes moro ; and it was not 
till after ho was safe on board that wo were 
aware of another cause for alarm, tho black fin 
of an enormons shark appearing abovo tbo 
water ! They aro scarce in these latitudes, and 
no ono had thought of that danger. Tho 
albatross, for whoso sako so much was risked, 
is a very handsomo bird, white, with black 
wings, measuring 0 feet G inches across. His 
legs are grey, and his bill black, with an orange 
tip, slightly hooked. Amongst the birds which 
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surround the ship arc many boobies, resembling 
largo brown docks, and as tamo ns those in,n 
farm-yard at home. There are whales about 
also. 

Thursday, October 15 

We have observed several waterspouts lately, 
a cloudy column like n funnel descending from 
the sky to the sea : it is intensely cold, and wo 
are nearing Iho ice. Wo tried breakfasting in 
bed to secure a few more hours of warmth, but 
the experiment was a failure, inasmuch as it 
resulted in the upsetting of the cocoa into the 
bed, which, with the scarcity of clean sheets 
incident to a voyage, was annoying. Yesterday 
was n day of unmitigated misery — the atmos- 
phere a thick wet fog, too cold to remain many 
minutes On deck, and too slippery to move when 
one was there, notwithstanding that for some 
time the captain has had a sort of network of 
crossed spars lashed all over the deck, to givo 
resting-places to the feet in rough weather. 
.Then below, in the saloon over the hospital, 
the foul air was quite insupportable, and m the 
other the draughts and cold were very trying. 

r Tuesday, October 20 

For several days we had intense cold, with, 
n 2 
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snow- sliowers, varied by an occasional gleam of 
hot sun. The sea rolled tremendously, and the 
sudden variations in the barometer made the 
captain suspect that a hurricane was blowing 
not far off. At last, on Monday evening, the 
gale rose to a terrific height. I had gone to 
bed, and it seemed as if we must turn over — as 
if nothing made ’Lyman could resist the violence 
of tho wind, which blew from all quarters at 
.once; whilst the ship quivered and strained 
under hare poles, amid the surging of a sea 
literally mountains high. By ten o’clock, pro- 
videntially, tho storm abated, and wo are now 
bowling along under plenty of sail, haring made 
250 miles, on an average, for several days, 
notwithstanding tho tail of the hurricane which 
wo encountered. Tho wind has becif very de- 
structive to lmts and caps ; L had two 

carried overboard, and my old wide-awako was 
suddenly lifted off my head and carried down 
tho air chimney into tho hospital, to tho great 
nlarm of its inmates, who, no doubt, expected 
to seo it followed by a gentleman in black. AVe 
ate so far from land now, in the Indian Ocean, 
that tho birds have entirely deserted tis, our 
last visitor l>eing a stately white albatross, who 
kept flying to the bows of the ship, and then 
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quietly floated whilst wo sailed past him, re- 
peating this many times, looking curiously up 
at us, and eating scraps that were thrown to 
him. 

• Saturday, October 24. 

The weather is now charming ; wc seem to 
have left winter behind, with tho pleasing cer- 
tainty of not returning to it ; hut tho wind has 
dropped to a dead calm, and wc lie scarcely 
moving on a sapphire sea, and it is amusing to 
notice how opinions change with tho weather as* 
to tho probability of a speedy termination to 
our voyage. Great excitement was produced 
to-day by tho appearance of a shark, with its 
attendant pilot-fish; bait was prepared, and 
soon tho monster was hooked and drawn up on 
the forecastle, amidst tho cheers and shouts of 
the soldiers. It was killed by cutting off its tail, 
and then brought down to the main deck. It 
proved to he a female blue shark about ten feet 
long; and, curious to relate, when opened a 
bag was found, containing about forty live young 
ones, each eighteen inches long, which she had 
swallowed on approaching the ship, as they 
always do in time of danger. The young of 
tho Bhark are hatched in the parent’s inside, 
from which they issue by tire mouth, and return 
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again to tlieir nursery at any moment the 
mother may deem convenient. To the head 
of the shark -we found attached a sucker- — a 
curious little parasite, furnished with an appa- 
ratus by which he can produce a vacuum, and 
thus stick to the sldn of any large fish on which 
he wishes to feed. He is dark brown, with a 
finny tail, and about four inches long, the suck; 
ing machine attached to his head occupying 
about one quarter his whole length. The 
young sharks were pretty little creatures, of a 
bright blue, and white underneath, their smooth 
scaleless skins looking as if made of china. 
They wetc very fierce, and bit any one who 
ventured to play with them. Blue sharks are 
not reckoned as ferocious and dangerous as 
black-backed ones. The situation of their 
mouths (under their chins) is most curious, 
and the consequent obligation to turn on their 
sides before they can seize their prey, gives the 
latter a chance of escape. The teeth and back- 
bone of this shark were kept as curiosities ; hut 
the Captain was very particular in having all tlio 
flesh thrown into the sea, lest it should bo eaten 
by the sailors, as it is considered very unwhole- 
some. The heart of the shark, which was 
taken out of liis body, continued to palpitato 
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for several hours. The young ones were put 
into a tub of salt water, anti, curious to relate, 
the colour came off their hluo bodies to that 
degree, that the tub must he fresh painted, 
and the hands 'of those who touched them wero 
also deeply dyed. 

Monday, October 20. 

• All yesterday and to-day tlio two poor littlo 
pilot»fish, companions of the murdered shark, 
have been constantly swimming round the ship, 
in the most touching manner looking for their 
lost friend, and at last wo threw one of the 
young sharks into the sea, to which they 
attached themselves, and swam off in*company. 
The boat was lowered to-day, and tho exercise 
of rowing indulged in by those who liked it. 
The sunset was glorious, the great orh itself 
going down in a flood of gold, whilst on the 
opposito side of the sky appeared a shower of 
rose-coloured rain, the intermediate clouds 
being the brightest crimson, shedding floods of 
rosy light all along the water, which was smooth 
and glossy as a* pond. For 'two evenings we 
have been amused by’ gymnastics and feats of 
strength among the soldiers, in which great 
emulation prevailed in each company of Ar- 
tillery to excel the other, and in both to outdo 



40 


LIFE IN INDIA. 


the “Heavies;” and afterwards leaping and 
various games prevailed among the officers, 
and even the ladies took to hop-scotch and a 
skipping-rope ! 

Wednesday, 'October 2S. 

All day yesterday and to-day the same calm 
has continued, the beauty of the weather alone 
enabling ns to bear it with equanimity; and we 
ladies try to keep our fingers busy with various 
fancy-works, though, as no materials are to be 
got on board, we have sometimes to exert a 
good deal of ingenuity. We had been con- 
gratulating ourselves lately on the disappear- 
ance of tlfc cockroaches since the cold weather, 
when, last night just after I had stepped into 
bed, I discovered an enormous one, full two 
inches long, cautiously emerging from a crevice, 
followed by Bix others ; after a most excit- 
ing hunt, I succeeded in capturing them all, 
and I had just settled myself comfortably 
when down dropped another of these loathsome 
creatures on my faco, winch I swept into tbo 
sea out of tbo open window; and, later in tbo 
evening, a ninth appeared, who managed to 
elndo our clutches. These nro dreadful pests, 
but. not so bad ns the rats, from which our 
cabin hns hitherto preserved an immunity, 
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though other people have nightly visits from 
them; and the poor doctor, who lives next 
door, bas,positively been driven to abandon 1ms 
cabin and sleep in a boat, or any where, — it 
having been appropriated by a whole family of 
rats, the squeaks of whose youthful progeny wo 
constantly hear, and they are so tame that our 
neighbours frequently find them nestling in 
their bedclothes! Early this morning I was 
awakened by a loud splashing nnder my win- 
dow, and, putting my head out to sec who had 
(as I supposed) fallen overboard, I found my 
self face to face with a largo shark, who had 
been hooked by the upper jaw, and, itftcr somo 
manceuvnng to get a noose fast round his body, 
was drawn past our window on to the poo^ 
above He was larger, but of a similar species 
to the one lately caught, and had a sucker 
feeding on his tail, who, on the shark bemg 
drawn out of the water, voted his position un- 
pleasant, and, with a violent effort, disengaged 
his adhesive apparatus, and, with a bound, 
skipped into the sea • 

Thursday, October 20 

We have had two men_verv,iU_ with- fever 
who have rallied to day , but yesterday one was 
thought to be dying, and the sailors considered 
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the number of sharks seen, a certain prognostic 
of his doom, as they are supposed always to 
follow a ship containing a dying persop, on the 
look-out for their expected feast. Two sheep 
died this morning — a great loss, as we shall 
soon he on short allowance. They had been 
fed on biscuit, as the supply of peas was ex- 
hausted, and it disagreed and made the poor 
anim&ls swell and burst, like cows in green 
clover. Arguments on given topics have now 
become the most popular source of amusement 
among us, and well worried the poor argument 
gets, like a hone amongst a set of hungry dogs, 
before the cightcon members of our community 
have done with it. Sometimes these arguments 
are very pleasant and even instructive, ns one 
individual of the party will never leavo a subject 
till it is thoroughly brought to hook and probed 
to the bottom ; at other times they aro simply 
absurd, ns when another friend, from the Emerald 
Isle, argued for hours, in spite of laughter and 
quizzing??, that tho expression “Upwards of a 
hundred ” meant a few moro or hss than that 
number. It tells very' well for tlio tempers of 
tl»o party that, though the arguments aro fre- 
quently ?cry hot, no angry word has ever been 
spolt cn. 
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Sunday, JsoTombcr 1 

Yesterday it •was discovered that we were 
short of water, and all sorts of gloomy projects 
were talked of, such as patting hack to the 
Mauritius, when happily m the cicning the 
long expected trade wind sprang up, aiul wo 
arc again going well, hut with too much motion 
to permit of more than a short jsemco on tho 
lower deck to day Mjself and four moro, who 
dined off the meat of the poisoned sheep, which 
was served under tlio idea of its being whole 
some, have suffered with had headaches m con- 
sequence 

Tuesday, November 10 

All this time the weather has been variable, 
sometimes close and suffocating even on dccl^ 
and then succeeded by perfect cataracts of ram , 
squalls abounding , sometimes a fair wind for a 
few hours, and then a calm again In short, 
it is now the rainy season hero south of the 
Line, and we cannot expect fine weather till wo 
have crossed it One of the sergeants of 
Artillery has long been in a hopeless con- 
sumption, and he and another sick man are 
now brought on. docl , thow aits protected by 
awmngs, as the closeness below nearly kills 
them 
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Sunday, November 15. 

We had a slight breeze on Wednesday, which 
carried ns over the Line, but left us becalmed 
in heavenly weather ever since. This mornmg 
we were awakened early by the captain calling 
to my husband that he was going on board a 

ship from* Bombay. L jumped up and 

accompanied him, and they returned to break- 
fast, bringing the skipper of the “ Shah Alluni 
with them. It was a moment of great anxiety 
to learn the state of India, and what might be 
our probable fate on landing. We were told 
of more dreadful massacres at Cawnpore and 
elsewhere, and that Dchli bad at last been 
taken, though it held out till September ; but 
more English soldiers are said to have fallen 
already than during the whole Crimean war. 
The Bombay Presidency has hitherto, thanks 
he to God, Bhown but few symptoms of revolt, 
so that wo may hope for a quiet landing. The 
King of Dehli has been taken, and it is to bo 
hoped will bo made an examplo of. After 
breakfast I made one of a party to visit the 
“ Shah Allum,” and was swung over our ship'® 
side in ft chair, in a rather alarming manner. 
Wo found ninety -five convicts in irons on board, 
condemned to be* transported for lifo to Prince 
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or Wales Island — rather a mild punishment for 
the ruffians who committed tho atrocities of 
Meerut and Cawnpore. Their guard consisted 
of a detachment of Sepoy marines under a 
native officer; and somo of the convicts had 
actually been in tho same regiment, so that tho 
position of the captain of the ship and his two 
mates, the only Europeans on hoard, was by no 
means enviable. The convicts were fine-looking 
ruffians, confined in cages on tho lower deck; 
hut with plenty to cat, and provided with tho 
luxury of tobacco. Tho food of both convicts 
and sailors consisted of gram or parched peas, 
and rice boiled and flattened, tho grains tasting 
like wafers — both rather pleasant, hut to our 
ideas more like animal than human food. Tho 
ship was a model of neatness and cleanliness, 
and her commander most kind in furnishing 
us with fresh vegetables, a luxury wo had long 
been entirely without, and bottles of rose-water 
for the ladies. The cabins, so airy and sweet, 
were a delightful contrast to our own. Usually 
the captain takes his family with him, but on 
his present dangerous expedition he could not 
venture, tn da sa.. Ha disarms, ail tho. ftragoy*. 
every night, and has their arms piled in his 
cabin. They were very clean-looldng troops, in 
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their undress of •white muslin tunic and trousers, 
with gay turbans and sashes ; but their under- 
size and smallness of limb were very striking- 
Some of our sergeants who went on board looked 
perfect Gullivers among the Lilliputs, and as if 
they could eat up half-a-dozen at a mouthful- 
Most of them had fine eyes and handsome 
features; but their arms and legs were like 
women’s. There were several pretty little black 
boys, whom the captain keeps to wait upon his 
children when on board. We were regaled with 
a delicious tiffin of bananas and sweet cakes, 
and had pure fresh water to drink — the first 
since we left England ; whilst the captain was 
almost overwhelmed with every one’s anxiety to 
hear news. The “Shah Allum” is seventeen 
days from Bombay, and no English troop ship 
' had arrived when she started ; and the authori- 
ties are anxiously looking for succour, having 
only 250 European troops to defend the place, so 
that the timid are somewhat alarmed, and many 
families have sought refuge on board ship or in 
the fort. We returned to the “Warrior Queen” 
by noon ; but in consequence of the morning’s 
excitement, the service on the poop was deferred 
till the afternoon. We brought back a few 
Illustrated News and Bombay papers, the interest 
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of -which will list us for somo dajs In the 
evening a second ship from Vustmlnwasboarded, 
hnt proved uninteresting The lest few da} s w e 
have heen visited h} numbers of sparrow-hawks* 
who sit on the rigging and are caught and tamed 
by the men, and there are also some small dark 
yellow birds resembling our yellow-hammers 
Tuesday, November 17 

A piece of wreck was picked np yesterday, 
proving to ho a jib boom, probably lost in the 
same mariner as ours Sticking to it wero 
innumerable barnacles and small crabs, and a 
sea porcupine was also captured Ho is bko a 
small owl, and has the power of inflating him- 
self into a round ball covered with pnchles, 
with a funny little tail on ono side, and a round 
mouth and droll eyes at the other It was a 
dismal evening, pouring with ram, in winch I 
sat for some time undeT cloaks and "umbrella, 
taking a severe vapour bath At last there was 
nothing foT it bnt retiring to bed, and reading 
till it was time to go to sleep Our provisions 
are nearly reduced to jun\, two remaining sheep 
bemg kept alive on potatoes, given by the 
“ Sbah Allum Our little luxuries of pickles 
and marmalade are all gone, and so is the 
claret, our only palatable dnnh 
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Wednesday, November 18. 

The breeze came at last, though not exactly 
in the right direction, and increased to a 'gal 0 
before evening, and we were off Point de Gall 0 
at eight o’clock, thirty miles to the S.E. The 
smell of land was quite perceptible, a balmy 
perfume of hay, or hot dry vegetation, but the 
shore was too low to be seen, though we fancied 
once or twice that we saw the twinkle of Gall 0 
light, but I believe it was only the light of 
our fervent imaginations. * 


Friday, November 20 

For two days the ship has pitched so much 
that upon one occasion I was tossed high in the 
air out of my bed, and should have fallen on the 

floor if L had not caught me. The wind i 0 

dead foul, and we have continued violent rain? 
the more annoying as, a fortnight since, hy the 
captain’s advice, we sent all our waterproof 
things down into the hold, as he said we had 
passed the region of rain. 


Sunday, November 22. 

The last two nights we have experienced a 
gentle, favourable wind in the right direction, 
while in the daytime we have floated in calm 
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sunny waters, The mainland of India, a little to 
the north of Cape Comorin, was visible when wo 
came on deck this morning, it being exactly tlireo 
months since we last saw land — the Canaries — 
a weary while to gaze nninterrnptedly at sea and 
sky. The shoro is low, but some round bills 
in tbe bnckgronnd are a line of Ghauts, some 
distance inland. Tbe rats are getting desperate. 
They nibble the. soldiers' toes and ears during 
their sleep, and last night made a violent 
attempt to get into our cabin, happily without 
success ; hut one of our neighbours spends most 
of her nights in waving an umbrella over her 
bead to keep them off, and throwing light 
articles about tbe cabin to disturb tlieir impudent 
gambols. The chloride of lime is all gone, so 
the odours from below may be better imagined 
than described 1 


Monday, November 23. 

“We were only six miles from the Malabar 
coast this morning, and could distinguish very 
plainly a long lino of jungle coming down to 
the water's’ edge, dotted here and there by a 
white bouse or pagoda. The trees, of a bluish 
green and very even height, did not appear very 
tall, except an occasional palm towering over 


tHo rest ; and tho background was formed by 
the beautiful blue outline of the Ghauts* 
Several native boats were in sight, with their 
picturesque^ square sails; and a little rowing 
canoe made towards us, its crew of two men 
and a boy gesticulating violently as they 
approached, and flourishing curious paddles 
■with round ends like spoons, and it soon 
appeared that they were bringing us fish for 
sale. They were very dark and entirely naked, 
excepting a cloth round their loins, with fierce, 
bad countenances, and- altogether the most 
utterly savage looking creatures I ever saw ", 
and to add to their disgusting appearance their 
backs were 'covered with whitish blisters, ’an” 
they kept constantly sprinkling themselves with 
salt, to alleviate the burning of the sun. They 
sold us a great flat fish called a Snapper, which 
we had for dinner, and some excellent sardines 
and a large barracouta were reserved for to- 
morrow. In tho evening, the captain boarded 
a coasting vessel from Cochin, but the master 
knew no fresh military* news, though it appear 0 
that in the north the war is by no means over* 
Onr future appears very overcast and uncertain, 
but amid all onr anxieties my only great fear i® 
that of being obliged to bo sent home. Thi® 
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evening a sailor fell overboard, but, as we were 
going slowly, ho was soon hauled up, pro- 
videntially unlmrt. 

Tuesday, November 2 1. 

Passed Allipee Roads early, where some vessfels 
weio at, anchor ; and after breakfast were boarded 
by another native fishing-boat, whose crew were 
far more respectable looking than those wo saw 
yesterday, and wore white turbans and a kind 
of long apron. They were clean and intelligent, 
hut most persevering beggars, being no sooner 
in possession of ono present than they asked for 
another, and at last went away in the drollest 
variety of costnmes. Ono man* rojoiced in a 
white shirt, another in a pair of trousers, which 
he tied round his neck, whilst a third donned a 
waistcoat, and a fourth a hat, and all tied up 
their throats with old necktieB. They had 
something to do with the harbour at Allipee, 
and said several troop-ships had passed up the 
coast, but too far off for them to hoard. 

* 

Wednesday, November 25. 

. At dfagdiab Awubr; «Ahr “xfkwambw' * 

from Macao to Bombay, signalled us this 
morning, and her captain and mate came off to 
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us in n smart little barge, as neat as a yacht 
boat, and maimed by darkies in gay costumes. 
Their accounts of the war did not much differ 
from those we had previously heard. Our army 
is still besieged in Lucknow, but a large and 
daily increasing European force is being f° 1 ’' 
warded up the river from Calcutta for its relief. 
The distance of the seat of war from Bombay 
makes me hope that we may not be sent on 
immediate campaigning, as it would be a three 
months’ march to get there. Some of us paid 
the “ Cowasjee Family” a visit during the 
morning. She is a pretty little barque 'of 2u0 
tons, her captain taking suck pride in the light » 
elegant shape of her sails that ho cuts them' out 
himself. Her crew numbered nearly twice as 
many as ours, the darkies being so lazy. 
saw some of them at dinner, squatted round a 
largo dish of rice, from which they helped them- 
selves with their fingers. All the ship’s work 
was dono to the music of a fiddle, and it was 
funny enongh being hoisted over the side in a 
chair to the tune of “ Tlio Campbells arc 
Coming.” We wero regaled with Tinta Madeira 
and delicious Manilla cakes, a jar of which, big 
enongh to contain one of the forty thieves, the 
captain . presented to ns, Ik? sides sonic banana 45 
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and wlute bread, and a little transaction between 
the two shippers also put us in possession of in- 
numerable ducks and chickens, which, though 
skinny bantlings, will form a delightful addition 
to out impoverished commissariat, long since 
reduced to pork Our dinner hour, delayed 
to day till six. o clock, was an unusual pleasure, 
shortening the tedium of the long evening 
The sunsets and sunrises for seieral days lm\e 
been most gorgeous, the whole skj shaded from 
the deepest crimson to orange 

Friday ISovembcr 27 

The sea no longer retains the transparent 
blue of the ocean, but ever since we have been 
in soundings, has been of a thick, dullish green, 
and was covered this morning with wlute cuttle 
fish, jelly fish of a beautiful deep lilac, looking 
like bits of red cabbage, and several other 
curious mollusca and sea plants Quantities of 
snakes may be seen each da), and great whales 
frolhckmg and jumping out of the water like 
kittens, and a shoal of young porpoises passed us 
to day, tumbling heads over tailm the most ndi 
culons manner, yet all keeping exactly in a line, 
and in their own places, like a school, a3 the 
Vulors said At night tbe water m mj bath 
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presented the most beautiful luminous appear* 
anee, which, when I lifted the sponge, made it 
seem to be stuck full of bright, green beads, 
which rolled off it as I squeezed out the water. 
We were close in shore all day, floating quietly 
along, and passed near Mount Delli, a beauti- 
ful hill on an island, with the remains of an old 
fort, and one of the first English settlements iu 
India. It was a fine opportunity for sketching* 
the background being composed of tho distant 
mountains, whose outlines are very picturesque. 
They appear to be of red earth, not rock, and 
are covered with luxuriant vegetation nearly to 
the Bummits, consisting of low shrubs, with here 
and there tall cocoa-nut trees. 


Sunday, November 23. 

# ^-ho poor sergeant, .who has been bo long iH> 
died peacefully last evening, and wo got .up 
early to attend bis funeral to-day. Tlio proc cS * 
sion walked round tho ship, cnriying the hod) 
sown up in a hammock, and covered with a 
union jack ; and after the servico was ended, 

which was as usual, performed by L ,-it was 

most sad and solemn to hear tho splash of tho 
corpse falling into tho water, after wlticli three 
volleys were fired. We had scarcely breakfasted, 
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and •were all dwelling more or less sadly upon 
the memory of the poor sergeant, thus tyirly cut 
off, leaving a young wife, from whom he had 
parted in perfect health, to lament his loss, 
when w*e were roused hy the appearance of a 
large steamer, apparently bearing down for ns. 
The troops were immediately paraded for 
prayem, to seenre uninterruption, and they were 
scarcely concluded, when the steamer hailed 
us, inquiring if any more troop-ships were near; 
and on our replying in the negative, took a 
short cruise round to look for herself, and then 
announced that she was the “ Assaye ” man-of- 
war, sent to tow ua to Bombay. We ladies 
were greatly relieved, for the most probable 
event had seemed to us, that the soldiers should 
be put on board the steamer, if they -were 
urgently wanted, whilst the non-combatants 
should be left to follow slowly in the “ Warrior 
Queen ’ However, such fears weie groundless ; 
a rope and a few newspapers were thrown on 
hoard, and not even deigning to inquire the 
quality of our soldiers, the “Assaye” bore us 
out to sea on a straight course for Bombay. 
I have been suffering jjreatly for some days 
with an abscess in' my ear, which leaves me 
stone deaf, and my face much swelled. 
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CHAPTER m. 

1IBST IlLPREBSIOVS OF BOMBAY— XIXD RECEPTION — 

KATITE TOWN ARAB HOBS18 — MARRIAC1E FEAST — 

ORDERED TO POONA — ASCENT OF THE (1IIACTS — CATE 
TEMPLES OF EAR LEE — J CORNET TO POOVA 

Tuesday, December 1 

Yesterday, being out of sight of land, there 
■was nothing to note, but we all hurried on 
dedk at an early hour this morning, to catch tho 
first sight of Bombay. The hue of coast as 
you approach is very pretty , we passed three 
fleets of fishing boats, and gradually came m 
view of the hght-houso, town, and harbour, 
where we cast anchor about ten o’clock The 
Pilot reheved our fears of an insurrection, less 
hy what he told us, than by Ins total unconcern, 
proving no immediate danger could be threaten- 
mg Bombay We were soon beset with native 
boats, containing fruits, Ac , and several Parsees, 
with their conical head dresses, made of oilcloth, 
and quantities of servants, with written charac- 
ters, endeavoured to persuade us to hire them 
The other officers and their wives went on shore 
to the houses of different friends, but my bus 
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could not leave the ship till the arrival of 
cc Colonel commanding. Meantime I cn* 
cavonred to beguile the time by sketching, as 
* ie scenery of the harbour on all hides is lovely, 
aod about one o’clock arrived the flag-lieutenant 
of the Commandcr-in-Chief, Indian navy, bring- 
ing a note, with a land invitation to my husband 
and mo to stay with the Commodore and Mrs 

"W , I landed immediately, and had tho 

happiness of getting onr letters, and finding all 
well at home. After returning to c tho ship for 
clothes &c., I joined the AY ’a in tho dock- 
yard, and finding it useless waiting for Ii , 

who would he detained on duty till late, it 
was settled that wo should proceed to their 
house, which is situated four miles from Bom- 
bay, on Malabar Hill, and as they were on 
horseback, I went alone in tho open carriage, ac- 
companied by two servants in wliito dresses, with 
red and gold sashes, and turbans. AYc drove 
across the esplanade, an open space near the 
shore, where, at this season, a great many Eng- 
lish live in tents, or temporary houses, — and 
then “through the native town, where I almost 
hmiCA3h T x'wub 1 irrrug ; m i JiCb ♦jmfLofi v ha. kmhifljn 
lights’ tales 1 It was getting late, and the 
shops, or bazaars, open on onosuleto tlie street, 
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lighted by oil lamps of picturesque shape, with 
hero and tlicro a brilliant illumination of 
coloured lights, at sgme house of entertainment, 
with crowds of people in varied and brilliant 
costumes, together made up a scene so unlike 
any thing of real life I had ever met with, and 
so exciting, after the dreary monotony of our 
voyage, that I could scarcely credit my senses 
We drove rapidly along, and soon came to the 
outskirts of the town, where the streets were 
succeeded l»y little villas, or bungalows, with 
brqwn overhanging roofs, or verandahs, situated 
amid groves of cocoa palms, bananas, and gro 
tesque looking trees, stretching out their long, 
finger like leaves in the brilliant light of a tropi 
cal full moon I was struck by the large treep, 
giving but little shade, being of the palm tnbe, 
all stalk, with a tuft on the top , whilst the 
growth of the smaller kinds resembled that of 
orange trees and camelias, and I remarked a 
shrub in the dockyard with splendid red flowers 
It is all very strange and curious , but odder far 
than the plants are the inhabitants Some 
who, I was told, were women, had a long cloth, 
of red or blue, twisted round their bodies and 
down to their ancles on one side, whilst on the 
other it was looped up above the knee , and, oh, 
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the noise they make ! They hoop up an in- 
cessant chatter like so many monkeys, all at 
once, in voices which, to European ears, arc not 
in the least human, and the sound of their lan- 
guage hears more resemblance to a turkey’s 
gobble than any thing else. 

’ To return to my drive. At Inst wo came to 
Malabar Hill, a beautiful rocky promontory, 
between Back Bay and the sea, sprinkled with 
bungalows, standing in gardens, or compounds, 
as they arc called. The ascent wi\p steep, and 
soon after passing tho brow of the hill, xro 

drove to the one occupied by the *W 's, 

where X was Bhown to ray room, and soon 

after joined by L , who has been very 

busy all day, taking over the guns of a battery, 
with which ho expects to be Bent to Poona 
on Thursday, so we shall have to hire servants 
and get all we want to-morrow. The accounts 
from Lucknow and the north-west axe still very 
bad, and troops are being hurried up from all 
sides as quickly as possible. This bungalow 
has a large porch to drive under, and a wide 
matted verandah running all round, into which 
the rooms open by jalousies, and which serves 
the purpose of a passage. You enter at once 
into the centre one of three sitting-rooms, which 
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nro only divided by screens of red Bilk, set m 
frames of dark caned •wood, of which all tho 
furniture is composed, and -which, in delicacy 
of execution and beauty of design, exceeds any 
carving of tho kind I have ever seen The ceil 
mgs are very lofty, and the walls white plaster 
Our bedroom was at one end of the house, with a 
bath room, containing enormous tubs, opening 
out of it , The beds 6tand in the middle of the 
rooms, and aic enclosed by mosquito curtains 
at night The dressing operations in this 
country appear to be conducted in the most 
primitive and public manner, with the bhnds 
open to tlio verandah, along which the native 
servants are continually passmg, and as the 
upper part of all the doors is open e\ ery body 
hearB what e\ery body else says, all over the 
house I need not dwell on the delights of 
again sitting down to a well appointed English 
dinner, and, excepting a tart mado^pf pine 
apples and some tasteless sweet ldm On s at 
dessert, the dishes were very much like one s 
ordinary fare at home In the ei enmg I paid 
a visit to the baby, aged two months, asleep m 
her little cot under mosquito curtains, and 
squatted down m one corner of the room, 
wrapped in a white cloth, w as licr Amah or 
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wet nurse, a brown girl of about fifteen, who 
btcrally does nothing except perform the part 
of cow , while crouched in another comer was 
baby’s other attendant, a good humoured look- 
ing black wan, the bearer or Ilamal , who per- 
forms all the duties of a nurse, and I was told 
they are reckoned much more trustworthy than 
the women 

ednesday, December 2 

All night long we heard the watchman per- 
ambulating round the honse, knocking at inter 
vala on the ground with a largo stick to show 
he was awake, hut, notwithstanding, we had 
a narrow escape of a disagreeable visitor, in the 
shape of a jackal, who, howling about the 
verandah, was pursued by our host, slipper in 
hand , and as we were sleeping in ignorance of 
the vicinity of wild beasts, with the jalousies 
wide open, it is a mercy he did not take refuge 
m our ^oom Coffee was brought to us at 

seven, and soon after L had to go to the 

slup, and joined me later at the dockyard, 
whither I drove with the Commodore in his 
shigram- — a charming little carnage, somewhdt 
resembling a long narrow, double brougham, 
with sliding sides instead of doors, and jalousies 
all round instead of windows. The authorities 
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have by no means made up tlieir minds what 
to do with the troops now they arc arrived, and 
wo were kept all day m a state of suspenso ns 
to whether the battery was to ho sent to morrow 
to Poona, or to tlio sonthem Mahratta country, 
or to tlio north into Gijzcrat, or he kept in 
barracks here. After many delays we were 
told that they had decided upon the latter 
mcasnro, and that tlio troops were to bo dis- 
embarked to-morrow. Wo amused onrsolves 
for tbo rest of tlio day m driving about the 
streets of Bombay, which m itself is most 
entertaining. We passed several mamage-pro- 
cessions, headed by bands of music, and porters 
carrying presents, and trays full of flower-pots 
on tlieir heads ; then came the principal people 
m grand array, covered with bangles, and rings 
in tlieir noses and the upper part of their ears. 
According to their different castes, they put a 
spot of various coloured pamt between then- 
eyes and on their ears, and it seems to he a 
fashionable mode of decoration for those who 
are Bhghtly clothed, to mark the outline of their 
nbs with white pamt Some of the little black 
children are really pretty, with splendid eyes ; 
hut it is rare to see a handsome man I did 
not admire their figures, as they generally 
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run to Itg so exceedingly, resembling their own 
palm trees in being all Malk ; and though their 
limbs are supple, their movements are not 
graceful, stepping as if on hot iron, and their 
legs are generally bowed ot knock-kneed. The 
palkee-bearers in particular have a singularly 
disagreeable shuffling gait, working one arm 
with the elbow bent, as if they were fiddling. 
The palkees resemble a coffin, with the perch 
of a crane-necked carriage fastened to either 
end, and are closed with sliding doors at tho 
sides and jalousies all round. There appeared 
to be a great deal of merry-making going on 
in the town to-day, and one beautiful procession 
that passed us would have been worthy of 
the “Princess’s.” There were little children 
covered with jewels, mounted on horses splen- 
didly caparisoned, carriages and bullock carts 
full of people in brilliant array, bands of music, 
Arc., till one’s eyes ached with tho bright and 
, curious scene. "We passed through narrow 
streets of tho oddest-looking houses, composed 
of several stories, each with its latticed veran- 
dah, painted green or red, with pretty coloured 
borders, mixed with a few commoner buildings 
xfivJiifie jha&er witn ’ Drown overnanging rotfis, 
whilst all the ground floors consist of open 
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shops called Imaars, m which the owners squat 
on tlieir haunches, sniokmg hookahs The 
Parsees (or fire worshippers), originally of 
Persian descent, are the richest and most 
enterprising class of merchants, and in other 
respects, besides their hopked noses and sallow 
complexions, lesemble the Jews of Europe 
They wear a long white dressing gown, with 
smart silk trousers and the peculiar head diess 
mentioned before, and the men are m general 
remarkably fat The Muhummedans and Hindus 
wear different kinds of turbans to distinguish 
their class, and the fresh spots of paint on the 
foreheads of the latter signify that they have 
performed an act of worship that day The 
women wear a long garment called a sarec, 
composed of twelve yards of stuff wound round 
them and gathered up m folds at the waist, 
hanging low at the side, with one end tlirown 
round the head and shoulder It is wonderful 
that it nbver becomes displaced, and it is a 
very becoming and graceful dress Under this 
the} wear a jacket with short waist and sleeves 
Tlio Coolie women of tlio low castes tuck up 
their sarecs in bunches between their legs, 
which are hare far above the knee, and the 
Tosnlt is a very waddling gait Tho Parsec 
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■women may be k distinguished by a wliite band 
across their foreheads, entirely hiding ‘the hair. 
The higher orders of Mohammedans shut up 
their women; but the others, as well ns the 
Hindus and Parsecs, go about the streets as 
freely as Europeans. Both sexes wear pointed 
slippers turned up at the toes, frequently em- 
, broidered in gold and colours. Many Parsecs 
have adopted the European shoo with wliito 
stockings, a very ugly accompaniment to their 
dress. The Coolies — carrying about curious- 
loolring copper vessels, either on their heads, 
or suspended from a bamboo placed across the 
shoulder, or balanced on tbe fivo fingers of 
their left hand held aloft — again reminded me, 
as indeed did the whole scene, of the “ Arabian 
Nights.” During tho afternoon we went to 
several of the Arab horse-dealers, where we saw 
quantities of young unbroken horses, most of 
them in wretched condition and many lame’ 
from their recent voyage, few exceeding four- 
teen hands in height, and none wijh any action; 
and for these they ask from 100 Z. to 200Z., and 
the present demand is so great that it will ho 
difficult to meet with any thing better or cheaper. 
On. our return to Malabar Hill, we found our 
host’s horses grouped under the porch taking 
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their evening iiirnl, each out of hi« own pail 
nnd led by his own groom. Thin plan in very 
pen o rally adopted, to prevent the attendants 
themsehes taking the eoni intended for the 
horses. 

TJinr*<lav, Ili'Crmlior fl 

No orders to disembark, but L busy 

nil day on board ship. I vent in the afternoon 
to fpo fi wedding feast in tho houso of one 
of the principal Hindu merchants, who was 
father to tho bridegroom. The whole front of 
the house was Imng with quantities of lamps 
(though it vns broad da} light), and there wero 
rowB of chairs for the guests, both in tho street 
nnd in a balcony hung with Persian carpets 
and surmounted by n coloured awning. Tho 
rooms wero ^ry small and without furniture, 
except two or threo European sofas, and were 
crowded with tho rnalo sex, nil in white, with 
handsome turbans and sashes, nnd some carry- 
ing splendid shawls on their arms. The ladies 
soon began to arrive, dressed in gorgeous silk 
snTecs, principally crimson or orange, with 
gold borders. They wero shy and endeavoured 
to cover their faces ns they passed ns ; bnt we 
could discern their largo black eyes (their only 
beauty) and the large jewels in their ears and 
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noses. They all wore enonnons bangles, en- 
tirely covering their ankles and wrists. Some 
of tlio chiUlren "were very pretty, the lustre of 
their great eyes heightened by a broad dark 
lino painted round them. They were dressed 
m dressing-gowns of either silk and gold, or 
fine muslin over silk, and their little necks 
covered by rows of pearls, to which w ero sus- 
pended large emerald and diamond ornaments ; 
gold or silver turbans, and a curious jewel 
fastened in the centre of the forehead; nose, 
and ear-nngs of equal splendour, whilst they 
seemed hardly able to move under the weight 
of their bracelets and bangles They woro 
brought to the feast on horseback, held on by 
servants, the trappings of the animals being 
composed of gold or silver, with high metal 
peaks to the saddles The little creatures had 
long hair hanging down their backs., and weie 
invariably of a glare and solemn countenance, 
bowing occasionally to the passing crowd. Each 
guest was presented with a painted wooden 
fan and a bouquet of flowers, and rose-water 
and eau de Cologne were poured over us. 
Betel nuts wrapped m gold leaf were also given 
to each person in token of friendship. In an 
inner room some Naucli girls were singing n 
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tlieir evening meal, each out of his own pail 
and led by his own groom. This plan is iciy 
generally adopted, to provent tho attendants 
themselves taking the corn intended for tho 
horses. 

Thursday, December 3 

No orders to disembark, but L busy 

all day on board ship. I went in the afternoon 
to seo a wedding feast in the house of one 
of the principal Hindu merchants, who was 
father to the bridegroom. The whole front of 
the house was hung with quantities of lamps 
(though it was broad dayhght), and there were 
rows of chairs for the guests, both in the Btreet 
and in a balcony hung with Persian carpets 
and surmounted by a coloured awning. The 
rooms were very small and without furniture, 
except two or three European sofas, and were 
crowded with the male sex, all m white, with 
handsome turbans and sashes, and some carry- 
ing splendid shawls on their arms The ladies 
soon began to arrive, dressed in gorgeous silk 
sareeB, principally enmson or orange, with 
gold borders They were shy and endeavoured 
to cover their faces as they passed us; but ue 
could discern their large black eyes (their only 
beauty) and the large jewels m their ears and 
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their great eyes heightened hy a broad dark 
Ime painted round them TW „ f laik 

■ *-»»“ * «,“;c • * -* 

fine mnshn over silk, and their littlfn’ i 
covered hy rows of pearls to J - , DCcta 
pended large emerald end’d' W , crc sus ' 

SOW or sUver tolT d a trr (lpmamentS; 

fastened in the centre of th t C f° n3 Jcwcl 
nn a ear-rings of ennd l, / ' 11 n ° S0 - 

eeemed h'ardly able’to i ^ wh!lst lhc V 

brought to the feast on Wr, ^ 
Bervimts, the trappings of t t ,hela ° n b J 
oomposed of gold or 8 ;il h a “ Dlal3 b oing 
peaks to the saddles. The ^ me tal 
}°ng hair hanging down tl • creat nres had 
invariably of a grave and toL ° kS ’ and »•» 

bowing occasionally to the n ■ con ntenance 
West was presented Cr ° Wd ' Each 

fan and a bonnnet of fl h " paint ed wooden 

issps 

„ girls Were singfe, 


p 2 



68 


Lira IN INDIA 


most monotonous chant to the accompaniment 
of two odd looking fiddles and drums They 
were dressed in full short skirts and tiousers of 
yellow and gold, with a black and gold saree 
thrown over tlieir heads and shoulders, and 
their so called dancing consisted solely in sway 
ing from side to side, without changing their 
places, and clinking their anklets together A 
little of this entertainment went a great way, 
and we soon took leave and drove to an open 
square to see the procession pass It consisted 
of the ladies and children we had seen before 
in the house, mounted on horseback and m 
carnages preceded by torch bearers and followed 
by Coolies carrying presents and flowei pots 
The bnde and hndegroom rode together m the 
centre, dressed m cloth of gold, and had fine 
umbrellas earned over them The bnde earned 
a cocoa nut in her hand — an emblem of fecun 
dity, her age was nine, whilst the hoy husband 
numbered eleven years They will live apart 
with their respective parents for three years, 
but if the boy dies Ins clnld widow can never 
marry agnm — a few years ago sho would have 
been burned l Tho religious ceremonies con 
ncctcd with tho betrothals or marriages are 
stnctlj pmafte , but these public processions 
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and entertainments go on for three days, and, 
■with the presents, cost a family like this about 

40001. On L ’s return in the evening, lie 

brought the order for his battery to proceed 
towards Poona by rail to-morrow evening. 

Friday, December 4. 

After a little necessary shopping, I bad an 
early dinner in the dockyard, and -then pro- 
ceeded to the railway station to meet L 

and tho troops ; and such a scene of hopeless 
confusion as I then encountered I lmd never 
before witnessed t The train had been ordered 
for five o’clock, but the soldiers did not dis- 
embark till after that hour, excepting tho 

baggage guard under my cousin B , who 

had been all day at the station; and, what 
with the jabbering of the natives, and hopeless 
dawdling of the railway officials, we did not 
get off till past seven. The other company 
of Royal Artillery, who had been our shipmates, 
also accompanied us but the troop of 3rd 
Dragoon. Guards remained for the present in 
Bombay. The railway carriages and engines, 
and nearly every thing connected with the line, 
are English, including the post and rail-fence 
and gates; but very un-English were the voices 
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of tlio large population of frogs who. have tlieir 
abode in tlio marshes and lowlands we traversed 
on leaving Bombay. As it was dark when wo 
started, we could sco nothing of tlio country 
till tlio moon arose and found us approacliing 
the foot of the Gliauts, at whose haso the Cam- 
poolco Station is situated, where wo arrived at 
“eleven o’clock p.m. The railway at present 
ends hero ; but great works are in progress, by 
which it will be carried in a tunnel tlirough the 
bills, and form a connected line all the way to 
Poona. On getting out at Campoolee, and 
finding that * the guns and baggage had 1 1> be 
drawn up the Ghaut by bullocks, and that this 
operation would probably take the whole -night, 
I determined to proceed at once with my maid 
to the travellers’ bungalow on the top. Palkees 
■ bad been ordered for me beforehand, but I had • 
some difficulty in persuading the owner of my 
identity. He was the wildest-looking individual 
I ever saw, with magnificent eyes, and squatting 
down in front of me under a red and yellow 
blanket, commenced quietly arguing the point 
in excellent ^English. As soon as I had suc- 
ceeded in convincing him that I tvas I, we 
started, accompanied by an old Muliammedan 
bntler we had engaged, mounted on a white 
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pony, and followed by a table sen ant and boy, 
who were to be part of our establishment, and 
a set of wild-looking saiages, carrying various 
carpet-bags and boxes, and enveloped in dnTk 
blankets thrown o\er their heads, for the night 
was cold. The ascent must be very beautiful 
by daylight, the road winding along -rocky 
ravines, dotted with large trees, amidst a tanglo* 
of shrubs and creepers. Our progress was con- 
stantly impeded by long trams of bullock carts 
employed in the railway service, and the dust 
\ra$ very great. At last the monotonous motion 
of the palkce sent me to sleep, and on awaking 
I found we were armed at the bungalow, winch 
consisted of several large rooms with Band 
floors, furnished with a tolerably clean bed in 
each, a table, and some chairs. As it was now 
• half-past two, I was very tired and glad to he 
down, and slept soundly till seven o’clock. 


• Saturday, December C 

I was awakened by the advent of the doctor 
and another officer, who, not being very well, 
had come on in advance. The others, with the 
battery ^ did not arrive tilL twelve o’clock at 
noon, having had thirteen hours hard work in 
gettmg the guns up the Ghaut, with nothing 



to cnt since they left the ship jesterday. Both 
officere and men ^cre qui to exhausted, and 
Buffering from inflamed ejes caused by the 
extreme (last, which appears to bo n great 
source of annoyance m tins country; and as 
tho floors of the bungalows aro mud, and aro 
being continually swept by the servants with 
'little hand-biooms, tlicro is nearly as much 
dust inside the house as out of it. X persuaded 

L to go to bed directly ho had breakfasted, 

and I established myself in the verandah, sketch- 
ing, tho pretty view. Wien it grew cool we 
walked through a nativo village, swarming with 
uncouth inhabitants, to tbc soldiers’ quarters, 
winch consisted of open sheds built round three 
sides of a square, and are called pendalls, and 
are erected along the principal roads for the 
accommodation of troops on the line of march 

L and I have two rooms m the travellers* 

bungalow, and the other officers are scattered 
about in different houses , three of them “dined 
with ns, and wc got very good food from a mess 
man, whose business is to provide for those 
travellers who do not bring their own food. 
The monotonous music of a Nnuch has been 
going on all day m the village, indicative of the 
progress of some festivities. 
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Sunday, Dcct.mber G 

Homed op to go to 'the barracks, ; where 

L Tcad the service to the men formed up 

m sqnarc, at half past seven. Onr morning 
■was spent looking over a file of home news- 
papers, full of the horrors lately perpetrated in 
this country, the repetition of winch is quite 
sickening. May God preserve us from similar 
outrages l In the afternoon, after reading the 
Church Service, -we sallied forth on pomes, 
a part} of four, to explore tho country. Wo 
passed near a country liouso belonging to. the 
old Parseo baronet, Sir Jamsetjeo Jeejeebhoy, 
situated at the foot of a remarkable lull, called 
the Duke of Wellington’s Nose, from a strong 
resemblance which its outhno bears to that 
hero s nasal organ, and who lumsclf encamped 
at its foot during Ins Mahratta campaign We 
then ascended some high ground commanding 
a magnificent view along the line of railway 
and the old Bombay road, the ranges of Ghauts 
appearing piled one behind the other in endless 
numbers stret clung across the distant plains 
On crossmg the high road we fell in with a 
Scotch, emgnitei: 'anqJ'sytd. 'ot. wraik &, 

who, with his wife and two httle children, lived 
in a small temporary bungalow close by He 
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was a remarkably intelligent man, and took us 
to see the mouth of the great tunnel, to -which 
we had to scramhlo down an almost perpen 
dicular cliff forming one side of a narrow dark 
ravine, which is to be crossed by the railroad 
It will be a triumph of engineering art when 
finished, which is not expected to be for three 
years The rocks forming these Ghauts are 
basaltic and their shapes most extraouhnaiy, 
some being scarped as if cut with a knife, 
whilst the summits of many are broken into 
masses resembling the towers of a castle, 
others are pointed like a tent, and others again 
perfectly flat and stiaight at the top, while on 
all, hnes of black strata run horizontally across 
the red sandstone at regnlar elevations, traceable 
throughout the whole range Tho engineer 
complained of the desperate hardness of the 
rock, and gave us beautiful specimens of crystals 
of quartz, and stalactites found in the tunnel 
The ravine was covered with a thick jungle of 
a sort of shrub resembling a Portugal laurel, 
mixed with prickly pear, and some large mango 
trees, whose growth is not unlike, that of the 
walnut, and among whose branches small green 
monkeys chattered and leaped about A few 
years ago tigers and other wild beasts abounded 
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in the jangles; .hut they have gradually been 
driven away by the noises of engineering life, 
blasting the rock and escalating the earth, 
though our friend told ns that within a year 
a clog had been earned off by a cheetah from 
the door of lus bungalow. The surface of the 
ground is covered with coarse humt-np grass, 
now quite yellow ; but in tlio rainy season it 
must bo beautifully green. I did. not see any 
flowers ; in fact, every thing has a scorched and 
dusty appearance, even so early in tlic dry 
season as this. A funny little pickle of a brown 
boy accompanied our pomes, who was ns sharp 
as a needle, and whose delight was in being 
tanght to say English words, which lie repeated 
after us with peals of merry laughter. He is 
the first native child I have seen to smile; 
they are usually ns grave as judges, even m 
their amusements About a dozen other little 
imps followed in our tram, and when I dis- 
mounted to sketch, squatted all round me on 
the ground, one holding an umbrella over my 
bead, and I must say they were less disagreeable 
m such close vicinity, than English beggar-boys 
would have been We passed several native 
villages — collections of huts with low thatched 
roofs and sides, having no attempt at regularity 



70 


IKE IN INDH 


and no clnmneys, (as all cookpry is performed 
on stones outside,) so that the} resembled a 
group of large haycocks ,** and though extreme!} 
untul} , they veero not iinsweet In fact, the 
pcoplo wear so few clothes, nnd wash so much, 
that they aro not so /«*/»/ as the lower orders 
of Europeans Some of tlio most ragged had 
gold bangles and handsome nose lings The 
slippers worn b} tlio country people have clox cn 
feet, winch has an odd appearanco It was 
dark liken no got home to dinner, and bed 

Monday December 7 

The troops marched at five a m , but I united 
till after da} light and started at seven with my 
maid in a rough sort of open carnage, miscalled 
a phaeton, drawn by a pair of horses , and before 
*we started one kicked himself completely out of 
harness, so that I was obliged to insist on his 
being changed Besides a coachman, wc tiere 
accompanied by a gkorrawalla, or horse keeper, 
on foot, who kept the road clear by continual 
shouting, with a pecuhar dwelling on the final 
vowel, as lie ran by the side of the horses 
The attire of both consisted of a red and white 
turban, and a land of cloak made of a long, 
coarse, grey bfanket, with the two sides sewn 
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together, forming tv. hood, which all the country 
people hang on their heads in tlio cold morn- 
ings, and the long ends either float loosely 
behind them or are gathered together in one 
hand under the chin. Under this scanty gar- 
ment they wear nothing, except a cloth hound 
round their loins. The road ascendc# gently 
for a mile or two to the top of the Ghaut, and 
then continued tolerably level along an un- 
cultivated plain between tlio hills, sprinkled 
with shrubby trees and covered with long dry 
grass, affording pasturage to large herds of 
cattle and sheep ; and here were we, two solitary 
Englishwomen, jogging along quite alone and in 
perfect confidence, through the heart of the 
’wild hlahratta country, and among a set of 
savage-looking people, not one word of whose 
language could we understand ! The road was 
encumbered by long trains of carts and pack 
bullocks, carrying materials for the railway, 
large bales of cotton, and baskets of vegetables 
from Poona, and the dust was horrible. Our 
journey was a short one, and we arrived at the 
bungalow at Kariee at nine, where we found the 
troops encamped. The accommodation was 
not extensive for so large a party ; but we got 
plenty to eat, and these places arc very clean 
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and fiee from insects In the afternoon we set 
out to walk to the hills to see some care tern 
pies greatly renowned The path across the 
plain led through what were apparently nee 
fields intersected by small ditches for the pur 
pose of irrigation, and then commenced a seveie 
ascent%mong large boulders of rock, between 
which hushes of cacti grew m great luxuriance, 
with a few gionps of large trees The path 
was a zigzag and very steep, formed in many 
places from old steps cut m the rock, and, 
after mounting for about a mile and a half, we 
came suddenly upon a sight winch amply repaid 
us for all our trouble Before us stood, almost 
as perfect as if it had been finished yesterday, 
a very large old Hindoo temple excavated m 
, the solid rock The style reminded me of the 
Nineveh remains, the portico m front being 
composed of gigantic pillars, surmounted bj 
elaborate cornices, and the wall covered with 
friezes consisting of fignres of tlio double god 
"Vishnu, having along the bottom a row of 
elephants with lion dabs on their backs On 
entering we found ourselves in a long, loft\ , 
arched hall, the sides consisting of pillars, 
having figures of the god and the elephants at 
the top and bottom, and at the end uns a 
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round shrine with a dome supporting a repre- 
sentation of a large fish. The whole carving 
was sharp and delicate, and hardly at all 
broken. The large temple appears to have 
been some time abandoned for purposes of 
worship; but outside there is a small square 
one in present use, winch wc were allowed to 
peep into, not enter. Over a small altar there 
was a painting of the god in a red robe, with 
large goggle eyes, on a gilt background, and the 
shrine bore a painful resemblance to a road-side 
Roman Catholic Chapel. There were several 
smaller caves above, and on the sides of the 
great temple, but without carving, and a stream 
of delicious water dripped over the front of one 
of them. We were dreadfully pestered by 
crowds of beggars, several of whom, watching # 
for our arrival, had marked us as their prey; 
and during our ascent of the mountain, one 
insisted on handing me up the steep parts 
with his cold clammy hand, whilst a second 
pushed me under the shoulder, and a third 
took possession of my umbrella, while at the 
top they were joined by p disgusting old woman 
and a tribe of children, and n!i clamoured, for 
hachshUhy and worried us to death after they 
had emptied onr pockets of every coin. At 
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last we got rid of them by drawing their atten- 
tion to one of our friends whom we saw begin- 
ning the ascent, and who, we assured them, 
was a Tery rich Sahib, and they instantly 
fastened upon him, whilst we made our escape 
down the mountain. I was very tired with my 
unwonted exertions after such a long repose on 
shipboard, and glad to accept the offer of a 
mount upon a friend’s pony across the plain 
home. ‘"We dined at half-past six, and imme- 
diately after went to bed. 

Tuesday, December 8. 

I was awoke at half-past two to have our 
bed packed up to go with the baggage, so I 

rolled myself up in L ’s military' cloak, 

in which I got another two hours’ sleep. The 
soldiers marched at three, but I did not follow 
them till six, and then passed them before 
arriving at our halting place, Wurgawm — a 
distance of twelve miles. The drive was very 
pretty, winding at the foot of the lulls, along 
on excellent road bordered by bushes of cactus, 
in the centre of which small trees wero planted. 
We crossed tho dry hods of several torrents, 
and in one place the water was collected into 
the semblance of a fine river for a short distance. 



BUFFALOES. 


81 


The plain, not ft very wide one, was varied with 
patches of cultivation among the pasture land, 
and dotted with many native camps and villages, 
in one of winch wc changed horses. There 
was a good deal of traffic on the road; tho 
carts were drawn by very small oxen of various 
colours, eomo pretty thorongh-bred looking 
crcatnres, wlulst others were very miserable in 
appearance, with mis-shapen horns; but tho 
most frightful of all domesticated animals is 
the Indian buffalo, used for draught indis- 
criminately with oxen. His sloping withers, 
without a hump, long head (which ho carries 
chin in air), and straight horns turned the 
wrong way, bo long that they look like gig 
shafts, and entirely prevent his turning liis 
head, give him a remarkably ungainly appear- 
ance ; and his beauty is not improved by his 
dirty habits, and hisffiairless India-rubber skin. 
I have occasionally seen a white buffalo, a still 
more hideous animal — like a huge pig with 
horns. Several natives we passed on the road 
wore arms. “Whilst breakfast was preparing 
I Btrolled about, examining the curious plants 
and flowers, all so new to me, and in gathering 
some fruit of the prickly pear got my fingers 
full of its thorns. The guns and wagons be- 

G 
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longing to the batteries are each drawn by 
eight or ten oxen, and accompanied by carts 
for the baggage, and dhoohes , a hght sort of 
palkee for the transport of the sick or tired, 
the whole surrounded by hundreds of chattering 
natives This afternoon I took a long scramble 
with two of our friends up a mountain and 
along the side of a ravine, till, on turning a 
comer, we found ourselves overlooking quite 
another part of the plain, dotted with singular 
detached hills, snrmounted by forts We 
found many curious plants and stones, and the 
whole soil appears to be impregnated with 
copper, every stone m many places being cased 
in bright green ; which, when found embedded 
in masses of clay, ‘has a very pretty effect 
"We bad to run homo as fast as possible, to bo 
in time for dinner, passing through the village 
where was a temple; but* the door was shut, 
and squatted outside was a most forbidding 
looking old pnest with a grey beard 

Wednesday, December 0 

The stage tins morning, about the same 
length ns yesterday, took us to a plnco called 
Nigreo, through a less interesting country, the 
plain having widened and being ^ery bare, 
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except a few patches of green rice. Here and 
there were odd-looking detached hills crowned 
with forts, and a river was seen winding in the 
distance. The morning was cold and windy, 
and I was glad to cover myself with the mili- 
tary cloak; whilst my head was encased in a 
sun topee — a sort of dust-coloured helmet with 
a white turban rolled round it. In order to 
protect their heads from the sun, the soldiers 
wear white quilted covers to their forage caps, 
with deep curtains all round,. only wanting the 
addition 'of a piece of black ribbon round tbe 
crown to resemble exactly an old woman’s 
nightcap. Two nests of the tailor-bird were 
found to-day by some of the party. At a 
distance they look like a Ubnch of hay hanging 
from the hough of a tree, but on a closer in- 
spection are found to he made of a number of 
fibres and roots cldhely woven together into a 
bag, open at one end, and with the other ending 
in a point. One nest was very neatly lined 
with cotton, and hits of fringe, apparently stolen 
from an old towel t Many, very large kites, 

some brown, others black and white, one vul- 
ture, and many green paroquets and smaller 
birds were seen to-day; and in some places the 
telegraph wire, which runs by the side of the 
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road, -was covered -with long rows of them. 
To-day we passed one or two cross roads; 
hitherto onr road has been the only one we 
have seen, and could be traced for a long 
distance over the plain by a line of trees 
An officer of Bombay Artillery, travelling to 
Bombay with his wife and two pale little 
children, with their Ayahs, came to rest during 
the heat of the day in the bungalow, and I 
gave up my room to them In the evening 
we walked to Bee some beautiful temples about 
a mile off, situated in a grove of magnificent 
honynn whose hunches of hanging roots 
looked hke long hair suspended from their 
branches, and the whole place was enclosed by 
thick hedges of pnckly pear The largo tem- 
ples were crowned with domes, beautifully sculp- 
tured , m one was an altar, with a niello con- 
taining an idol painted red and two side places 
for lights, in front of another was a kind of 
porch covering a Btatue of tho Sacred Bull 

Thursday, December 10 

Left Nigree at half past sis, and had a 
beautiful drive to Poona through a much more 
wooded and cnltnated country, with a hue of 
fine hills in front of us , and, ns nc neared the 
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old metropolis of the Deccan, roads multiplied 
and pretty little bungalows with* luxuriant gar- 
dens sprung up, and beforo entering the canton- 
ment wq passed by a fine bridge o\er the 
'Moola-’Mootra n\cr. I overtook the troops 
just beforo reaching tbe lmes, and with somo 
difficulty found my way to a bungalow which 
had been prepared for ns in the 3rd European 
hues by the kindness of a friend, who sent his 
own servants to prepare our breakfast. The 
morning was spent unpacking and settling — 
very difficult work with strange Hindus, who 
have no method in their work, and begin half 
a dozen tilings at once, which they never finish, 

bnt run off to something else L and his 

officers were invited to an entertainment by the 
Bombay Artillery, whilst I was kindly asked to 
an early dinner by the wife of tbe officer com 
mantling, and in the evening we drove through 
the Sudder Bazaar (or shops for Europeans), 
a picturesque street of low houses, planted with 
rows of trees like a boulevard, to a piece of 
water called the Bund, a favourite resort of an 
evening, where carnage and ndrng parties meet 
and converse, and Yetum home by lamp or 
moeoligH 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ENGLISH cinracit — MILITARY BUSINESS — CITY OP POONA 

TEMPLE OP PABBUDDEt CHRISTMAS — ■ NAT I YE 

CONVERTS BULLOCK CARRIAGES — EXPEDITION TO 

SIN OTTER 

Friday, December 11 

Hired a palkeo to go to the post office and 
other places Yon engage them for six hours, 
and use them as much or as little as you please 
for tho sum of ono shilling and threepence, 
English I do not disliko tho motion for a 
short distance , but one feels remarkably help 
less nnd at tho mercy of tho bearers, of whoso 
language you nro in total ignorance 0 nr 
house was beset all day with liorso dealers, who 
caino galloping round tho garden to show off 
their Btecds; nnd n Borah, or travelling mer- 
chant, brought his box of wares, which com- 
prised a little of every thing, from pickles ami 
soap, to silks, muslins, nnd stnfioncrj, hut wero 
not verj inviting. 

Sun lay Dtrcmlx r 1 1 

It was a great pleasure agmu, to find our 
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selves within tlio walls of a church, which, 
though the morning servico was. at eleven, was 
much cooler than an English one, as all the 
doors and windows were open, or closed only 
by jalousies. The seats are all elbow chairs, 
placed in rows, with desks before them, and are 
very roomy and comfortable. The Holy Sacra- 
ment was administered, and as it is not cus- 
tomary to carry money, from the inconvenienco 
of the size and weight of the rupees, a pencil 
and slips of paper are handed round, on which 
people write their names and the amount of 
their donations, which are collected at their 
houses afterwards. Sunday here is very dif- 
ferent to what we are accustomed to at home ; 
you are plagued by itinerant dealers of all 
kinds:, of course business goes on as usual in 
the bazaars, and I am afraid our countrymen 
too often take advantage of their residence 
among the heathen to forget the obligation 
of keeping the Fourth Commandment. The 
evening church was at half-past five, to which 
I walked with my husband; and as darkness 
soon set in, the church was lighted by quanti- 
ties of tumblers containing a wick burning in 
cocoa-nut oil, which is the common light used 
for passages er bedrooms. It was very difficult 
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to find our way homo across the rough ground 
of the common, or maidan, as it is called. 

Monday, December 14. 

The other battery which had accompanied us 
hom England, was to-day marched up country 
to bo formed into a siege train, for service in 
Central India. Poor Mrs. 0 , who re- 

mained behind in Bombay, Blinking to rejoin 
her husband in a few days, may now bo 
separated from him for as long as the war 
lasts ! We hired a bullock-gharry for some 
visits and shopping. They arc a sort of tilted 
cart drawn by a pair of bullocks, whose tails 
undergo a vast deal of twisting from the driver 
in order to make them go on. There is a hill 
at the hack of the cantonment called the Hill of 
Silence, surmounted by a tower, on the top of 
which tbe Parsees lay tlieir dead, on a grating. 
Here the birds pick off the flesh, and in time 
the bones fall through on a heap beneath. The 
place is considered sacred, and an order exists 
forbidding any soldier to ascend it. The vul- 
tures, kites, and other birds who perform tlio 
office of scavengers, besides fattening on the 
deceased followers of Zoroaster, are not allowed 
to be destroyed, and are shockingly tame, 
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scarcely hopping out of jour way when engaged 
in their disgusting meals. I have been riding 
my httlo chestnut Arab, whoso paces are dc- 
hghtful, though ho is quite uneducated, and it 
is remarkable how safely these horses carry you 
over the most rocky, broken ground, though 
they often stumble in their walk on smooth 
grass. Military bands play “Several times in 
the week, at band-stands on tko Maidan, where 
lamps are lighted, and hero all the fashion of 
Poona assemble, hut I cannot jet reconcile my- 
self to the habit of nding borne in the dark 
across the rough ground of tho plain. 

Thursday, December 17 

I generally walk or ndo for an hour or two 
at six m the moming, returning at eight to 
dress for breakfast, by which time the sun is 
powerful, though tho wmd is cold, rather like 
fine March weather at homo. This morning I 
walked to the ruins of Scmdiah’s Palace, which, 
bkc most native houses, was only built of stucco, 
hut must have been handsomely painted and 
ornamented. It was biult round an open court, 
and enclosed m a large walled outer courtyard. 
It was two stones high, and had little bclvtdercs 
on. the roof, ;n one of the upper rooms there 



00 


LIFE IN IND1V 


me remains of fresco paintings on tlio nails, 
representing fights and hunting scones hi 
point of art they are much’ on a par with the 
NinCYoh pictures, hut it is very remarkable that 
the complexions of all the people are fair I 
believe it is common to all native paintings, and 
that they do not allow themselves to he a black 
iaco Some figures in green jackets and red 
trousers were apparently meant to be British 
soldiers, defeated by the superior armies of the 

Mahrattas I L had a great deal of business 

to transact at the different military offices, which 
are scattered about miles apart at the several 
private residences of the officials, and the going 
about from one to another consumes a great 
deal of valuable time , but this is a mere trifle 
m the mass of troubles besetting an unfortunate 
English officer, ignorant of the language and of 
Indian -ways, landed in the country, and ordered 
to form a battery As every thing is done on 
the contract system, each commanding officer has 
to purchase wholesale his own hides, iron, wood, 
hemp, and cotton, besides thousands of smaller 
necessaries, and make the best bargain be can 
with the native saddlers, smiths, carpenters, 
and rope makers , all which has to be done 
among a set of the most cheating, lying people 
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in the world; and jou are dependent on your 
servant, or any stray friend, for acting as inter- 
preter between yon and them, and sorely do the 
savages try one’s temper in every department. 
"We went to dine at Kirlieo this evening, a 
cavalry depdt, abont five miles from Poona, * 

L at the mess of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, 

and I with Mrs. F . Onr driver lost his 

way, and we wandered about till we despaired 
of ever getting any dinner, and when he stopped 
any passer-by to ash Ins way, it invariably ended 
by t a chatter for ten minutes at the top of their 
voices, and our proceeding none the wiser as to 

our road. TheF ’s bungalow has only an 

upper floor, with stores below, and consists of 
two large bed-rooms, surrounded by an enclosed 
verandah, winch is screened off into other apart- 
ments. Whilst L was at dinner at the 

mess, a remarkably fine-lookmg, high caste 
Hindu servant was pointed ont to him, stand- 
ing behind the chair of Ins master, Col. A- , 

of the 14th Light Dragoons This man had been 
one of the ringleaders of the mutineers, and was 
intended by them to have been made brigadier 
at Poona He was tried by court martial some 
months ago, and acquitted for want of evidence. 
One should have thought lnm a dangerous ser- 
vant, perhaps too dangerous to discharge 
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Saturday, December 19. 

Yesterday, tlic guns left behind by Captain 
Ommanney were sent to the Arsenal, drawn by 
bullocks, and as most of the animals were un- 
broken it was a trying business to get them there. 
As fast as one pair was induced to go on, the next 
■was sure to jib or bolt; and as they were terrified 
at the sight of a uniform, they frequently slipped 
their heads out of the yoke, and caracolled over 
the plain, pursued by shrieking drivers, till both 
parties were tired. It took altogether three hours 
to get the guns to the Arsenal, a distance of one 

mile. L was field officer on duty last night, 

and had to ride round the guards after eleven 
- o’clock. He was accompanied by three little 
black drummer-boys from a native regiment, 
and as the distance was five miles, it took some 
time, and I felt rather nervous before his return, 
at half-past one. It is the custom in India for 
all the gentlemen in a station to call on tlio 
newly arrived ladies, and I was considerably 
amused and surprised at first, at my morning 
levees of officers in full uniform, with their 
swords on, who invariably drove up to the door 
in close carriages, and generally came in pairs, 
and introduced one another. I am not yet re- 
conciled to the hours for visits being so earl\ 
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between eleven and two ; but the plan of sending 
in your card, that no mistake may bo made in 
your name, is an excellent one. 

Monday, .December 21 

We rodo tins evening through the ancient 
city of Poona, two miles from the canton- 
ment, and quite distinct from tho European 
town, or Sudder Ba7aar, which lias mcroly 
sprung up to 6upply tho wants of tho station. 
The city is ono of the oldest m India, and its 
population numbers about 140,000 — more or 
less unruly, and only kept m order by tho largo 
military force in cantonment. The inhabitants 
were disarmed a short time ago, but are sup- 
posed to havo concealed a great many weapons. 
The houses, whose ground floors are low open 
shops (where the merchants squat as usual 
among their goods), have upper stones with 
quaint carved lattices, and walls painted m 
fresco, and must once have been as handsome 
as stucco and painting con be , but now all the 
better sort are falling into decay, and many 
temples and tombs with which the city was 
embellished, ate heaps of rums We peeped 
veto gateways opening mto courtyards of what 
must once have been splendid houses, and 
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beheld fountains and gardens beyond, such as 
one reads of in Eastern story The streets 
were crowded with people, chiefly on foot, m 
every variety of Oriental costume They were 
perfectly civil and well behaved, though re » 
gardrng us -with curiosity, as it is veiy rare for 
any Salnb, more especially a lady, to enter the 
city, and we did not 6ee a single European in 
traversing the city from end to end The 
richest natives, Parsees, &c , hve # chiefly m 
bungalows m the suburbs , and in one which 
we passed, a grand bouse m a garden, orna- 
mented with avenues of cypress trees, lives, 
under the cm c of a guard of honour, one of the 
ex Ameers of Scinde — a state prisoner on 
parole Some of the prettiest shops in the city 
were the braziers , with their rows of quaint 
copper and brass vessels, arranged in gradation 
one above another The shops for native 
bracelets were also curious Most of them oxe 
made of coloured glass, some dark blue or 
green, others yellow, with bits of tinsel stuck 
on to look like gold They have no fastenings, 
and are forced over the band, and remain on 
till they are broken We remarked an ol 
Fakir prostrating himself in the dust, and re- 
peating prayers in a very loud tone, and by 
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the wayside were numerous little chapels, con- 
taining rude images of gods (frequently only a 
lump of stone painted red), with lamps burning 
before them, painfully reminding one of Boman 
, Catholic stations. The city of Poona lies low- 
on the banks of the river, which is almost 
entirely dry at this season, and the houses are 
so embosomed in trees, that at a distance it 
cannot be distinguished as a town. The 
bed of the river is crossed by several bridges, 
and the rocky sides of the ravines, overhung by 
banyan trees, are very picturesque; and dhobies 
(or washermen) m gay turbans may be seen 
beating their clothes in every pool Some of 
the paintings on the houses were amusing 
enough On one, a Highlander was very tolerably 
represented, whilst on another a wrestling match 
between a brown and. a ulnte man uas the 
subject, and tigers carrying off children in their 
months seemed a general favourite. The 
execution of these designs could scarcely vie 
with that of the Nineveh pamtmgs 

Tuesday, December 22 

We started on horseback soon after six, and 
rode to the foot of the hill of Parhuddee., about 
three miles, accompanied by the gliorrawallas 
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running by ns, to hold the horses. We dis- 
mounted and climbed up an easy flight of steps 
to the top of the hill, on -which the temples stand. 
There are three principal ones, crowned with 
handsome domes, carved and gilt, besides sove- 
ral smaller chapels, and the rums of a largo 
Brahmmical Monastery, or College, winch, 
though fallen to decay, has still a largo income 
belonging to it, paid by the English Government 
One temple is dedicated to the god Siva, who 
is represented m a car, drawn by a horso 
■with seven heads ; another is sacred to Vishnu, 
whose image was bemg adorned for tho day, by 
the officiating Priest, just ns wo entored, and 
wo saw Ins dirty turban pulled off, to bo re- 
placed by another. The imago vns horribly 
distorted, with great storing eyes, and in t 10 
usual squatting nativo position. It is qm 0 
impossible to bclievo that any human being, 
e%en tho most savage, far less tlieso educate ♦ 
clever Brahmins, can hclievo m tho omnipoten 
pow or of tlieso blocks of wood and stono ; nni 
our cicerone, an old, blind, and (of course) 
naked Brahmin (who talked very good Knghs », 
and had a pleasanter countenance, and stronger, 
finer figure than most of tho savages) tnlke< % 
and laughed very irreverently nb^ut the toi e 
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of his god — and yet tliey arc devout and atten- 
tive to their religious duties, as if tliey believed 
in the efficacy, of them : it is difficult to under- 
stand tliis, and many oilier contradictions in 
tbc native character. Wo were not allowed to 
enter the temples, and conld only peep tlirougli 
the doors ; which being the only apertures Tor 
admitting light, all tho images lmvo lamps 
burning before them. The Sacred Bull, with a 
red head, was* placed on guard at one of tlio 
doors. Tliero is a magnificent view, from a 
land of rampart round the court of the prin- 
cipal temple ; for tho hill is high and isolated, 
like so many on these plains, so that one can 
overlook the country in every direction for miles 
round. The ride hack, when the sun was up, 
was very pretty by tho side of tho river, dammed 
up in one place, so as to form a largo tank, or 
lake, upon whose banks are scattered white bun- 
galows embowered in gardens of palms, plain- 
tains, and other trees requiring more shelter 
than the high arid grourid about tho canton- 
ment will afford. The Band-stands are the 
places of fashionable resort of an evening ; and, 
to a now comer, the scene is just like one in a 
theatre. A long procession of children, at- 
tended by Ay olis and hearers, walk tound and 
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round the music; officer? in uniform galop 
up on tattoos -with flowing manes and tails, 
like circus-horses, to talk to ladies in light- 
coloured habits ; or others, in »bu'UoeK' carts, 
and foreign-looking equipages; -while each 
horse, whether ridden or driven, is attended 
by -his ghorrawaUa, who, by the exquisites, of 
society, is dressed in a kind of livery, fcf bright 
colour, with a turban and sash in strong con- 
trast, while the more humble f content them- 
selves with a livery of a white robe, and red 
turban and Sash. As darkness comes on, Jnihp s 
are lighted round the Band-stand,; and oil the 
carriages ; and when “ God savo’tbe' Queen* 
proclaims the finale of the music, people grope 
their way home in the dark, as best they may. 

, . Thursday, December 2 1- 

L received an importation of thirty-one 

horses from Bombay for Ids batteiy to-day* 
They arc sent up under the care of natives, 
who, on arriving, -squat down by tlio* road,- 
sido in front of, their horses, waiting for sonic 
one to take possession of them. Wc accident- 
ally saw these poor beasts to-day, so waiting* 

and on inquiry L » found they were for him 

— such is the way tilings nro managed here. 


KATIVE CAItTS. 


09 


The artillery horse# stand in open lines, tied 
pith head and heel-ropes. A native ghorrn- 
vaUa is Appointed to every horse, and an Eng- 
lish driver to' every pair. Visiting in a hired 
bullock cart is rather a trial of patience, as 
oxen, “except the very good ones, are aggra- 
vating animals, and have a way of bolting 
round comers, and into strange compounds ; 
when some time is required to stop and turn, 
and start again 1 ; They are guided by k a string, 
passed through their noses, while experienced 
drivers use their toes as a means of persuasion, 
anil Uneaten them with a primitive hunting- 
whip, whilst' they screw their tails to indnee 
Tftpidity of motion. The old-fashioned country 
carts, (wliich are pressed whenever required to 
carry baggage,) are curious vehicles, consisting 
solely of a pair of solid wheels, connected hy 
an axle, and a great pole to which is fastened 
whatever is intended to he carried. The modem 
ones bear more resemblance in form to our 
notions of a small cart, hut are in the habit of 
tumbling to pieces every few miles. Each is 
drawn hy four or six oxen, attended by a pro- 
portionate number of drivers, who again, on a 
march, are followed hy their wives and fami- 
lies. 
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. * Christmas-lay 1 1857. 

We -were glad there was so little to remind 
ns of liome or of the season. We received 
various presents of cakes, fruit, &c., from our 
landlord and tradespeople, reversing the English 
system of Christmas boxes. There was only t 
one sermon at the English Church, and no 
decorations, which with the abundance of flowers 
in this conntry might have been easily managed. 
We rode to Kirkee in the afternoon, through a 
ford and over the fields, hut had to keep the 
road on our return on account of the darkness. 
A dinner at the Adjutant-General’ s, u’it _ l 
bouquets of roses 4 adorning tbo table,' rcndcre( 
tbe turkey and mince pies necessary to mako ns 
believe it was Christmas-day. 

Monday, December 2S. 

"We were invited to a hyena bunt at Kirkcc, 
but wero not able to go. The animal was caught 
some days previously, and imprisoned in a batu 
room, and then turned looso before some strong 
curs, doing duty as lionnds. One night, just a s 
ayc were getting into hod, a stranger came to 
tho door, and informed us that as ho was passing 
be saw a wild beast on the roof of our bungalow- 
L immediately turned out with loaded re- 
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\olvcr, and perambulated tbc grounds in dress- 
ing gown and slippers, but nothing could be 
seen, and X bclusvo tho hilt feroce was no other 
than a wildish cat, who is part of the establish- 
ment, and who has a way of getting between 
tho Ihatcli and tho canvas ceilings, in pursuit 
> of the rats and prett) little groj squirrels, and 
pattering about all night to tho disturbance of 
our rest, and m imminent danger of falling 
through on our heads In rnj walk this morn- 
ing I passed tlirongh somo fields of gram, anil 
observed the mode of irrigation, wluch was to 
divide the land into very small square plots, 
separated hy banhed-up channels, or troughs 
filled from the water skms corned on bullocks 
from the nearest tank, so that the operation is 
slow and labonous, and it is only on the banks 
of streams that there is any soil capable of cul- 
tivation, the high lands being all volcanic rock. 
Sir J Inghs’s despatch concerning the heroic 
defenco of Lucknow reached ns to day, and 
filled all hearts with admiration and thankful- 
ness 

Friday, January 1, 1858 

Last night we indulged m the unwonted dis- 
sipations of a dinner party and a dance Tho 
latter was rather a solemn affair, and at twelve 
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o'clock over} 7 one shook hands and wished each 
other the compliments of tlio season, vrbicn 
to Btrangers Tn a strango land aro very emp )’ 
compliments indeed. Then wo sat down o a 
supper which nobody ate, and then tee, in den- 
anco of Indian manners (winch forbid tho depar- 
ture of any guest till tho lady of highest rauK 
has taken leave), went homo to bed. Notwith- 
standing our dissipation, wo were down on the 
pnrado by six this morning, whero the moon 
was shining with a glorious light, as only a 
tropical full moon can shine. I was anxious o 
witness the ceremony of swearing in tho new y- 
enlisted gun Lascars, who have been recruit® 
hero by L . It solely consisted in repeating 

after an officer, very fast, a quantity of Hindustani, 

which sounded very like gibberish, and thero was 
no religious ceremony or way of binding them 
to fidelity. I rode to see the sun riso from the 
* top of Gibbet Hill, which commands a fine view 
of the station, and is so named from the remains 
of a gibbet formerly used for criminals. I saw 
water drawn from some wells in a curious 
manner : four or six bullocks are fastened to a 
long rope, which is passed over a beam, an 
has a leather bucket at the other end, and the 
animals drawing down a steep descent into ft 
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pit lift np tho bucketful of water, miJ when it is 
empty, tlie bullocks are mntle to lad the whole 
way np the hill, till the bucket 'again reaches 
tho water. 

Sunday, January 3 . 

“Wo were just starting for morning church, 

when information was sent to L that 

another detachment of Iiorses had arrived, to 
whose reception and feeding he and a committee 
of officers had to attend during the greater part 
of the day, and this is only a common sample 
of the desecration of Sunday among all in 
authority here. All public offices arc open, and 
the only difference to he observed is, that rather 
more than usual business generally comes to 
hand than on week days. Can wo wonder that, 
while our rulers, thus setting at naught the prin- 
ciples of their own religion, encourage and pro- 
tect idolatry and idol temples, Christianity makes 
but small progress among the heathen ? There * 
are only twenty converts here, and they, I 
believe, belong to the Scotch mission. Tho 
different doctrines taught by different sects 
among Christians is another fatal bar to the 
spread of their common religion. In short, it 
is easy enough for a child to see mismanage- 
ment rife in every comer of the land, and what- 
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ever the right remedy may he, it must ho one 
of principle and practice that may draw 'down • » 
blessing on our exertions. At present in the 
manner of the Sahibs toivarcls tile natives there 
is a prido and contempt, ns of a lower ordor 
points (and thoy arc so stupid and provoking it > 
very° difficult to treat them othermso) ; and, m 
return, they are disgustingly cringing and ser- 
-vile from fear, and are ready to take the nrs 
opportunity of -wiping out old scores against us, 
with the ferocity and cruelty to bo expecte 
from idolaters and barbarians. Shocking as 1 
sounds, it is nevertheless true that Governing 
discourages Christianity among the natives o 
the extent of making native Christians ineligi c 
to any public office ! A short time ago 0 
Head Inspector of Government Schools me 
•with an intelligent native convert, -whom he con- 
sidered fitted to fill an office then at liis disposa - 
On applying to the proper authorities to confirm 
Ms choice, he was refused, on the ground tha 
the man having hecn converted had lost caste, 
and, consequently, influence with his country- 
men, and that the rules of the ineligibility j> 
Christians to any public appointment co ( 
not be broken through ! I have tMs story on 
undoubted authority. 
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Sunday, January 10. 

A. collection was made this morning for the 
Byculla Schools, in Bombay, for soldiers' cliild- 
ren — mostly half-castes. An odd advantage 
belonging to these schools is, that if an English 
soldier signifies liis wish to marry, he may go to 
the girls' school, nlicro he is ashed tlireo times 
to tea, at which entertainment ho meets all the 
marriageable girls, and ho may select from 
among them any one who pleases his fancy. 

Friday, January 15. 

Our days are so monotonous that there is 
very little to record, being chiefly B]>ent by 

1| in breaking in Ins horses to harness, 

and generally closed by a rido to tho Band- 
stand. By way of variety I was one day upset 
in a bullock-gory, as I was paying a round of 
visits. I scrambled out, and endeavoured, by 
frantic gesticulations, to induce my driver and 
some people who had collected round us, to lift 
the carriage out of the ditch. At first they 
merely sat down and chattered, and I thought 
1 should be left standing in the sun all day, but 
at last they unyoked the animals, and, after 
righting the carriage, proceeded to pnt them in 
again : but tliis was a work of time ; first both 
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tho pervcrBC beasts got on tho near side of the 
pole, then they changed and went both on the 

offside, then thoy turned round with their heads 

towards the carriage ; in short more than Job s 
patience was required, especially as Iwas m 
a hurry to get homo. I liavo been long suffer- 
ing with a very severo cold, which, in this 
climate of cold winds and hot sun, is very 
difficult to get rid of. Tho last two days have 
been cloudy, and a few large drops of rain fel 

this morning. L bought me a beautiful 

new horse yesterday; a handsome grey Arab, 
with high showy action, and a tail actually 
sweeping the ground. 

• Wednesday, January 20. 

We rode one day to an old native fort .in the 
middle of the old city of Poona. The gateway 
is painted in a kind of Moorish pattern m 
fresco, and you enter through a door spike 
with tremendous nails, meant to he a defence 
'Against elephants. Inside is a wide court dne 
^little garden and tank, hy the side of whic J 
stand two miserable little mortars, to take care 
of which our artillery find a guard of 4 four 
men. They are to be fired in case of alarm, 
when the odds in favour of 140,000 natives 
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would bo rather overwhelming. Wo had a 
shopping expedition in tho city this afternoon 
that was most amusing. We got out of our 
gary and poked among the shops, purchasing 
many curiosities, which wo should probably 
never have seen in any oilier manner. Tho 
people were civil, hut looked at ns with astonish- 
ment, as I believe wo nro the first English lady 
and gentleman who have ever milled through 
tho city. We often pass through it on horse- 
back, and on no occasion have ever met u 
European, but wc aro struck with the fair com- 
plexions of many of tho Bralimius and Parsecs. 

Saturday, January 23. 

Wo dined last night in company with a lady, 
who apologized for being rather lato, saying she 
had that moment received a telegram, contain- 
ing the news of her husband being shot through 
the arm in an encounter with tho Bhcels. 
Such is life in this country 1 The old Brahmin 
from Parbuddcc paid ns a visit to-day. Ho* 
understands English perfectly, being a pupil' of ¥ 
one of our Government schools. Wo ques- 
tioned him as to his belief in “Ins gods, and ho 
says lid considers the idols only as representa- 
tions of an invisible and omnipresent Deity. 
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Ho spoke of another woild as a place of reward 
or punishment, and said tlio joy of heaven 
would consist in sitting still > Tlio Brahmins 
are all priests, and this one’s office heforo he 
became blind was to arrange the turban of the 
idol daily. Ho told us the Government gave 
1500 rupees a month for the support of tlio 
Brahmins at Parbuddee. The temples and 
surrounding palace, now in nuns, ( wero tho 
property of the Peishwa, and when he ceded to 
us the territory of Poona, it was on the under- 
standing that we were to provide for the support 
of the holy places. This has been done on 
every British acquisition of territory in India, 
thus rendering us, for the sake of advancing 
our border, the patrons and supporters of the 
most homblo idolatry. Wo have decided on 
making an expedition to Singliur, a lull fort, 
where there are a few empty bungalows, one of 
which has been lent to ns, in hopes of curing 
my cold by change of air. 

■» Wednesday, J anuarj 27 

We sent off a supply of necessaries to Sing- 
bar on Coolies’ heads, as soon as possible after 
breakfast, and it was most amusing to watch 
the preparations foi starting m the yard. Our 
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old butler, who I sometimes think is a little 
demented, did absolutely nothing but vociferate 
in the shrillest tones, and laying about him 
with a stick, danced and shouted round tho 
group of Coolies, who remained apathetically 
squatting on their haunches in tho sun. At 
last, about eleven, off they went, many of tho 
men carrying nothing bat one little bundle, 
whilst a wretched pony, intended for the old 
man to ride, was laden with all the heavy pack- 
ages, bedding, and carpet-bags. At two wo 
ourselves started on horseback, accompanied by 

Major B and Mr. B . I earned an 

umbrella, and did not find any annoyance from 
the sun. 'We cantered along gierrily for ten or 
twelve miles, on an excellent road, past tho 
foot of Parbuddce, and skirting a fine range of 
hills; on each side were thousands of large 
mango trees, whose flowers perfumed the air, 
but suddenly the broad highway came to an 
abrupt end on the banks of a nullah, and wo 
turned off on a path through the fields, where, 
from the numerous tracks, we found great- 
difficulty in keeping the right road. Before 
long we overtook one of the servants and a 
vmt&camig Wee 'giw&vi 
part of onr goods, the obstinate old butler 



* huikatt* hill foi.t. Ill 

fort, ami at Inst we came to ft dark gateway 
with a strong iron door, guarded by some 
native police; then a t-econd and a third Mmihir 
^ate, and then we found ohp'Ohcs in an ojun 
space on the summit of this singular hill, with 
a few white bungalows dotted alrout among 
the rocks, in one of winch we found our old 
bntler, with nothing of any hind ready for 
us. In these adverso circumstances Major 

B was a host in himself, and hustled about 

with such vigour that wc soon got lights, and 
took possession of onr rooms; and by ' nine 
o’clock wc* got something to cat, after which we 
were glad enough to retire to rest from the 
fntignes of tlic day. The bungalow belongs to 
an old Parsec, by name Doddaboy, and consists 
of three rooms, containing a few rickety clmira 
and tables, and an enormous bed, with a very 
limited supply of cracked crockery. 

Thursday, January 2S 

I got up early and walked about the fort, 
which is a most curious place — an enormous 
rocky hill with a square summit, and cveiy 
spur or accessible part scarped, turn ted, walled, 
and looplioled, so that it appears qnito impreg- 
nable. It was finally surrendered tq the British 
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on 1st March, 1818, by tlio Peishwa’s tr°°P 3 ' 
rvho, during a siege of ten days had suflorei 
severely from our shells. It sustained maoi 
sieges during tho different Mnhratta -war 8 , was 
never stormed, but generally capitulated.from 
scarcity of supplies. There are eight or ten 
bungalows in different parts of tho fort, eac 
commanding splendid news. RoscBwere bloom- 
mg in the gardens, ■which, with attention, nug 
have been bttle Paradises. The roofs of the 
bouses are all tied on by strong rojies passing 
over'them, fastened to rockB on tlie groan i , 
which is necessary, to prevent the violent «• ' 
of the monsoon carrying them away. Feop 0 
go up here froip. Poona for change m the 0 
weather, and as this is not tho season, we ar 
the only Europeans in the place; one naive 
hut and a couple of guard rooms for tho po cC 
constitute tho only habitations besides the ( c 
sorted bungalows The air is deliciously coo 
and refreslnng, and prevents one minding 0 
beat of the sun ; so, as soon as breakfast was 
over we set off for a long ramblo, armed on y 
with umbrellas, and wandering along the narrow 
cattle paths which tiaverse tlie coarso dry grass 
in every direction, we left tlio fort, and fol ow 
mg a spur of the mountain, onr ambition v as 
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to mount to the top of a neighbouring lull, with 
a mass of pointed rock on its summit. This 
wo at last accomplished, and after resting for 
some time under the shadow of the rock, en- 
joying the now, we returned by a different path 
to our bungalow, and refreshed oursolvcs with 
gmgeT beer and oranges. In the cool of the 
evening we explored more of tlio interior of the 
fort, which contains many largo water tanks, the 
ruins of a Governor’s house, and sovoral small 
temples, and is, even in its present ruinous 
state, one of the best specimens of a Mahratta 
lull fortress. The views over the lulls arc 
wonderful, comprising range after range piled 
one behind the other, too numerous to count, 
and all cut “square at the top with furrowed 
sides, more like ’Wyld’s model of the globe than 
any thing in nature Now, the hills are brown, 
dotted with masses of very black rock, with 
green shrubs m the ravines, and fine trees here 
and there, especially along the banks of the 
Poona nver, whose course may be traced for 
miles along a broad valley. The great want in 
the landscape is uater Except this nver, ulueh 
in most places is dry, there is not a stream, or 
or spring any wiieru, and the u bale aspeoi 
is scorched and dry , bnt in the rainy season 


114 


IIFC IN INDIV 


tlio colour of the scenery must be completely 
changed, as every little nullah then contains 
torrent, and them! brmn of tho glass become 
brightest green rr , aay> January 29 

Our morning’s expedition waB in a contrary 
direction to tliat winch we tool yesterday , and we 
loft the fort by a postern gate, and down a steep 
rocky staircase, very difficult of access to cavalry 

L and Mr B took tbeir guns inhopes ol 

sport, and diverged into thejunglo, but gotnothing 
except a brace of larks, the truth being, that nom 
the want of water these hills are totally withou 
game at this season, and except the chirp 0 
the cricket no sound of hfe is to be beard am<m* 
them Far off, down in tho valleys, may 
distinguished villages and little spots of cM^va 
tion, and, dottmg the hill sides, herds of catti 
feeding, with here apd there the dusky form 0 
a black man watching them, otliorwiso 10 
solitude is nnbroken Major B an 
skirted the lulls for some distance, till we fount 
a pleasant seat, sheltered from the snn by som 0 
bundles of dry grass, and commanding a C 
•new of Smgbnr, and the jungle where i 0 
others were vainly searching for gome 
had brought a servant carrying refreshments 
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with ns, and we remained hero somo timo, enjoy- 
ing the heanty of tiio scenery and atmosphere, 
and, after being joined hy tho disappointed 
sportsmen, wo slowly wended onr way home- 
wards at sunset to our bungalow on tho rock. 

Saturday, January 50. 

I took a last ramble round a still unexplored 
part of the fort, and found a picturesque temple 
to sketch, and having sent off our servants and 
tilings, and desired our horses to ho led to tho 
foot of the hill to wait onr arrival, wo, started 
on our return journey at one o'clock, and found 
three miles of very steep descent before wo 
reached the place where tho animals were 
picketed. We returned to Poona by a shorter 
road, having discovered that we had gone con- 
siderably out of our way on the former journey. 
We noticed numbers of hillocks of black ants 
along the sides of the roacl. They are conical 
mounds about three feet high, with numbers of 
small cones sticking out on the top, and if you 
break into them you discover numerous cham- 
bers and galleries composed of well- cemented 
clay, which these industrious insects build for 
nurseries and granaries. A. lovely bine birth of 
the jay kind, also attracted onr attention, but it 

i 2 
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is astonishing in passing through these soiling 
liow little of animal life ono secs ; and, ns f 
reptiles, which X had snpposed infested trop 
countries, except a few brown lizards and on 
young scorpion, which I lulled in my room, 
Imre seen none since I landed. 
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CHAPTER V. 


ARTILLERY BALL — DSCLVDIUIA TIRES — ORDERED A" AT 
— JOXJRXEY TO BOMBVl — TEMPLES OP ELETUAATA— 
FMBABK OV* XCY COASTING TOP AGE — DETAINED AT 
T INGOUT A- — LAST) — JOORSEY TO BELOAUlt 

Thursday, February 4 

We find the air in Poona very close and 
oppressive after the mountain breezes of Smg 
liur, and are told tliat it is unusually liot for tlio 
season A dust storm occurred during cliurch- 
timc on Sunday, winch completely darkened 
the air, besides fillin g every thing with sand 
We are a prey to the wild cats wlucli infest our 
compound, and annoy us to bucIi a degree that 
wo have ordered them to Jig shot They keep 
jumping m and out of our room all night, 
making a dreadful noise in chorus with the 
jackals, and having eaten all the pretty little 
grey squirrels and parrots m the garden, they 
are so ravenous that they jump on the table 
daring our meals and almost snatch the very 
%titu tfccr *nttfcWas\ One day, Tiding nsross 
the fields, we passed a M ohamm edan burial 
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ground, tlie smell proceeding from wind 
pestilential, and we were horrified at see®, 
protruding from the gropnd, and lying alio 
the ploughed field near, blade bones, sbinbones, 
and venous other portions of the human fram ' 

It appears that the foUowers of Islam only P 
a few inches of earth over the bodies of 
defunct fnends, leaving a scalp look ■ 
above groimd, by wlneh they tlnnlr that Ma 
hornet will lift them up to heaven in the » 
surrection I have had presents of two darMS 
little green parroguets, one with a rea h ’ 
the tamest little thing I ever saw. a 
Eoyal Artillery hall came off tins evening, a 
was reckoned the best that had been seen 
Poona for some time. There were tlnrty la® 
and fifty gentlemen, all dancers lint ono or * 
but of the fifteen officers who acted hosts, I 
remarkable that six wore ill, the hot wea 
lately having been very unhealthy. 

Monday, February S 

Last night we were awakened, at half pa st 
twelve, by tho voice of tho sergeant-major a 10 
window, saying thero were two largo fires near. 

L gave tho order to turn out, and 111 r 

minutes was on horseback and at tho head o n 
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men. I walked with my maid a littlo way up the 
lull at iho hack of the houfec,. to see where tho 
fires were. Ono was tho guard-room of a group 
of cells close to tho hospital ; it was quite empty, 
and under tho caro of a ramosi (or watch- 
man). The other was an old bungalow, like- 
wise empty, formerly nsed as a Roman Catholic 
chapel. Both wctq on high ground, so -that 
the fires could ho seen for a long distance. 
Thero was no water to ho had, ns all tho 
fastis (or water-carriers) took coro to ho out 
of the way ; fortunately, there being no wind, 
tho fires soon burnt out, hut just after another 
was seen blazing away on tho opposito sido 
of the cantonment. It proved to ho merely 
• a sort of bonfire, close to the lines of the high 
casto 23rd Native Infantiy, who have lately 
arrived in the station. L— — , of course, kept 
his men with their guns on their own parade, 
whither I also resorted, not wishing in the event 
of any disturbance to he left alone in tho bunga- 
low; hut when all wjts quiet we returned to bed 
about three. Our servants looked on with the 
most stolid indifference ; the old butler could 
not ho roused from his snores, and except the 
{jnorrawaha, wno was very quick saddling the 
horse, they Uone of them showed the slightest 
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concern, end the ramosi never dreamed of 
calling ns, as he ought to have done. It ap- 
pears that on Saturday night an attempt nos 
made to fire a bungalow close to ours, but for- 
tunately the inhabitants were awake and pnt it 
out, actually seeing the incendiaries run away, 
though they could not catch them. 

Thursday, February H- 

Each night -we have been disturbed in various 
■ways, by distant fires and continual noises. A 
number of cartridges have been found concca ® 
in the thatch of a roof adjoining the house tha 
■was burnt ; but though the authorities offere 
100 rupees for the discovery of the incendiary* 
it is not thought prudent to search the car- 
tridge-boxes of the 23rd N.I., where it is pretty 
certain these came from. Several men have 
been taken up on suspicion of selling poisonet 
milk and ginger-beer to tbo soldiers; but, as 
they ingeniously spilled all they bad in ban > 
nothing could be proved . against them. One 
little knows what the next moment may bring 
forth. "We bad got so settled here, that v® 
• had almost forgotten the probability of a move , 
and we were preparing for our usual ride this 
evening, when a telegram armed,- ordering in J 
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husband to march ou Bclgatun, somo 800 
miles off in the south era Mahratta country, 
being prepared to take the field on the way, to 
chastise tho Bajah of Shohiptir, who has been 
attacking 8omo*of onr Madras troops. If it 
wore not for the necessary separation (as cir- 
cumstances render it impossible for mo to ven- 
ture on so long and hazardous a march, and I 
shall have to proceed by Bombay,* and down 
tbo coast by myself to Bclgaum), I should not 
regret leaving Poona, as the public native mind 
is in an uneasy state, and it is any thing hut 
agreeable being subject to these nightly dis- 
turbances. 


Monday, February 10 

Wo have been very busy preparing for our 
move, which, in many respects, # to private per- 
sons, is an easier matter than at home; but 
not so to an unlucky officer in command, upon 
his first march. It is perfectly inconceivable 

tho way in which L was pestered all day 

about all sorts of petty arrangements, which 
ought to be managed by competent subordi- 
nates, instead of being under the superintend- 
ence of Her Majesty’s officers. The march 
uas ordered for to-morrow morning, and it was 
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curious to see the long strings of camels lmeel 
mg for thoir burthens m front of the lines 
The same troop of Dragoon Guards that came 
m our ship, and another, accompany the guns 
as escort We were roused repeatedly by mes 
sages after retiring to rest, and at last, » 
half past twelve, came an order to postpon 
the inarch till the afternoon to morrow 

Tuesday, February 16 

Busy all the morning finishing 
packing A new bullock gary, which we havo 
been building, arrived, finished all hut pain 
mg, and fitted up as a bed, looked so com^ 
fortable, I more than half repented not running 
the risk of gomg m it At half past three, 

p m , I accompanied L on horseback do 

to the lines, and we found the baggage, whic 
was to have been ready at two, not yet start et 
It was carried by thirty one camels, seventy f° ur 
pack mules, thirty three bullock carts, with 
numerable camp followers, and covered a lon e 
line of road As soon as this train was fair y 
m motion, the battery marched off, a sccont 
hnc of ammuni tion waggons, drawn by bulloc s, 
bringing up the rear I accompanied them t° 
their first halting place, distant only three 
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miles, on a perfectly flat anti burnt-up plain, 
tlio distant lulls alone preventing tbo landscape 
from being positively ugly* Hero we found the 
Dragoons, vlio had been there since the morn- 
ing, and •whose white tents looked picturesque. 

I stayed some time with some peoplo I knew, 
and envied much ono lady, who was preparing 

to accompany her husband. After L had 

mado all necessary arrangements, lie returned 
with mo to Poona to dine, and finally left me at 
half-past two In tho morning to join tlio battery, 
winch marched at three. Left thus desolate in 
a strango land, I did not want for hind friends, 
•who would not allow mo to return to my soli- 
tary' home, and undertook to see mo safe to 
Bombay, and help all my arrangements. 

Thursday, February 18. 

Major Gr , Mr. T , my maid and I, 

with two native servants, left Poona at a quarter 
to six this morning in two of the rattletraps, 
miscalled phaetons, and posted through to 
Khandalla, stopping for breakfast at Wurgaum, 
where the fore consisted of a spatchcock and an 
'unrdftttaj, iru ’ureakVemg proctmJrhe. AVKmin- 
dalla we got into palkees to descend the Ghaut, 
the scenery of which, by daylight, is mngnifi- 
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cently wild The abrupt and oddly sh^ 
mountains, ruled in lionzontal lines o 
stiata, every available interstice covere 
thick underwood, rising one behind the 
m an endless succession of ranges, form a s 
of the most splendid views, changing : at c J 
turn of the* road, which, though good, is 3 
steep, and dieadfully dusty from the contmuen 
trams of bullock carts A very httle would reu 
it safe for a carnage, which would be a great co 
fort to travellers, instead of the present neccss y 
of usmg palkecs In my whole life I never * 
so shaken , the jerking run of the bearers 
descendmg a steep incline is quite insuppo 
ablo ! It took two hours of this shaking 
reach Campoohe, and I felt half dead wit 1 ex- 
haustion We were fortunately provided ^ 
a httle sherry and soda water, which sbg 
refreshed us, and we started at a quarter p ft ® 
three, p m , m the tram for Bombay The r 11 
load runs through a most picturesque va cy» 
winding among the mountains, many of t |C,U 
crowned with masses of rock, which do^cy 
resemble towers and castles As wo up 
proached the end of our journey, we " 0,111 1 
round the head of the bay, m man} places on 
a causewa}, so as to approach Bomba} «° u 
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tho North ; and hero we eamo among every va- 
riety of palm, and other Tropical trees growing 
in picturesqnc groups hy the water-side. The 
latter part of tho journey was very slow, from 
being delayed at every station hy the chattering 
of the natives, and wo arrived at the Bycnlta 
Station in Bombay at seven. Here we found 
difficulties about our farther progress, the only 
vehicles of any description to ho had being two 
dilapidated hack buggies, in one of winch my 
maid and I had to seat ourselves, whilst tho 
wild driver crouched at our feet, and, having 
escaped tho threatened danger of a loose wheel, 
we arrived at tho hospitable bungalow of the 
kind "W s, much in want of rest and refresh- 

ment. 


Saturday, February 20 

1 am much worried at tho unsatisfactory 
letters I get, telling me of tho unsajfe state of 
the Toads up from the coast to Belgaum, and 
that I cannot venture to travel without an 
escort ; hut my friends are most kind, and hope 
to find some one to go with me before long. 

Tuesday, February 23 

An officer going to Belgaum has been found, 
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n friend of Major G ’b, who 1ms kindly rw 

dortfthcn tlio cnroof me, nnd wo nro to start o 
Saturday m tlio Admiralty jnclit To day W 
went on an expedition to see Elephants, c 
barking from tlio dockyard in the pretty M 
steam yacht the “ Gnlanare," and after nn ho 
and ft quarter’s delightful trajet among 
beautiful scenery of tho Bay, passing Butcher 
Island, a placo of confinement for state pns° 
ers, wlicro tho Bajah of Sattara is at presen , 
we arrived off tho shores of the lovely island o 
Elephanta, composed of a double pointed 
covered with thick jungle, nnd dotted wi 
palms and other largo trees m profusion 
order to land, we weTe foiced to get into 
small gig of tho steamer, and when that cam 

aground, wo wero transferred to chairs, one 
earned by four men, who trotted through 
water and deposited us safely on the shore, 
which is ,here fringed with mangrove bus 
growing far out into tho water From 
shore you ascend an easy flight of stone 8 e P 3 
cut in the rocks, to about half way up the m 
side, when you arrive at the platform at 0 
entranco of the principal temple, the view 
which is most enchanting Tlio temple i so 
consists of a number of chambers, oil bewn 
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out of the solid rock, and divided by fluted 
pillars. In nielies or shrines are bas-reliefs of 
the principal idol or three-headed Deity, attended 
by Ins subordinate spirits, who ore represented 
crowded in tlio background in a very curious 
manner. The Sacred Elephant, adorned with 
red-paint, figures in several places, but I did 
not see any bull. In one corner antiquaries 
have deciphered a dato, I do not know what, 

• but it must be ‘of great antiquity, far more 
ancient than that of the temples at Karlcc ; as 
thero the turn of the arch is perfect, while at 
Elephanta, though tho carving is perfectly sharp 
and good, the pillars and doorways. are covered 
by a straight pediment. Tho days close in so 
quickly, that tho sun had nearly set when wo 
arrived at the great temple, and wo had scarcely 
time for one or two hurried sketches before it 
grew too dark to enjoy the beauty of the views. 
"We made our way along some tangled paths 
towards the hack of tho island, passing* two 
smaller cave > temples, and the scenery on both 
sides was most lovely, and only made one regret 
not having more daylight in which to enjoy it. 

Vfe-mifoirfaeh on 'c’ne v 'fjTfianaro vl in Yne 
same manner as wo* had left her, and enjoyed 
our moonlight sail very much, as well as a little 
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impromptu feast that had been prepared for ns 

0nl,0aia - ' Friday, February 2G 

In my early will: I took a cup in my ban , 
resolved to taste the fresh toddy which is »° 
abundant. On arriving at a grove of palms> 
saw a man ascend one of them by means o 
rope passed round his body, against which 
leaned whilst climbing upwards with his ban s . 
and great toes. When he had attained Uie 
proper height he passed the rope nnder him, 
and sat upon it, and with a sharp land of gbu- 
let made an incision just nnder the crown o 
the tree. Into this hole he veiy carefully in- 
serted a tube of bamboo, and put the other cm 
into a chatty or earthen pot, which ho hat 
brought up tied round Ills waist, and fasten^ 
it by a rope of plaited leaves firmly into i s 
place. The man then descended from the tree, 
bringing with him a chatty which had got fil| ei ^ 
vritlP juice during the night, and on my making 
signs, ho poured some out of 4 it into my cup- 
It was frothy and white like milk, with a mix 
tore of sweet and sour in the taste, which I da 
not think very nice. When it is allowed o 
remain in the heat of tho sun it soon fermeu * 
and in a few hours becomes an intoxicating 
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liqnor. The Hindoo festival of the Hol’i is 
now in course of celebration ; the natives smear 
their garments and faces all over ■with red and 
yellow powder, and no respectable women nro 
seen in the bazaars ; indeed it is very disagree- 
able even for Europeans to walk about now, as. 
tko manner of the natives is far from respectful, 
and my maid was much annoyed and frightened 
by some of them, in the high road close to the 
bungalow. 


Saturday, February 27. 

I bade adieu to my hind entertainers at Mala- 
bar Hill, and joining Captain T at the 

Dockyard, wo embarked on board the schooner 
“ Charlotte,” Indian Navy Yacht, of 180 tons, 
winch had been kindly placed at my disposal. 
We sailed out of harbour at half-past two 
p.m., with a nice breeze from the N.W., 
but towards evening it died away. I had dis- 
charged all my native servants in Bomba$, as 

they were very bad ones, and Captain T 

kindly undertook all arrangements respecting 
food, drc., for the journey, and be had two ser- 
vants, in addition to my English maid, who were 
to cook for and wait upon us. 


K 
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Monday, March 1 

The time passes tediously, coasting lazily 
along The outline of hills along the shor 
is very pretty We passed near the 0 
of Malwan, on a rock overhanging the s . 
about mid day, and towards sunset we hoped 
have seen the Ymgorla Rocks, but were disap 
pomted, and now look forward to anchoring 1 
the night, and landing the first thing m 
morning, when we shall find palkees and ca 
winch have been ordered for our conveyance 

Belsamn ,«**«*** 
Oh* how httle can we short sighted mortals 
foreseo what is in store for us I I spoke ° 
landing and my anticipated journey yesterday* 
little t hinkin g that instead I should bo com 
pelled to remain on board the “Charlo ®, 
■with a httle baby m my arms, whose sue < ^ 
arrival without the presence of Doctor ^ 
“iJrs Gamp” was most unexpected 
God is very merciful, and does not lay upon m* 
moro than we are able to bear, and I felt vc 
thankful that tho event had not taken placo 1 
a dal bungalow on tho road, my g^ 511 
annoynneo being the detention of my unfor n 
* nate escort, who stoutly dechned yielding to 10 
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messages I sent liim to leave me to ray fate, 
and proceed at once to Belgaum. 

'V 

Thursday, March 4. 

The Lascar sailors, native servants, &c„ have 
been very ancons in tlicir inquiries about tho 
infant, and hearing it was a hoy, pronounced tho 
universal acha — very good, the only expression 
of approbation and affirmation, in the meagre lan- 
guages of India. Among themselves, a girl is con- 
sidered rather an incumbrance, whilst the birth 
of a boy is always hailed with joy. I received 
a visit in the evening from the wife of an officer 
at Yingorla, who, hearing of my predicament, 
came kindly to offer her services. She gave an 
, alarming account of the state of the road up to 
Belgaum. The Sawnnt 'Warrec, a tribe of 
robbers, are out, and Ixide in the jungle, from 
whence they fire at travellers, particularly from 
some thick portions of jungle as you ascend 
the Ghaut, where two soldiers were lately 
wounded. An officer who started on the jour- 
ney yesterday took an escort of thirty soldiers, 
and refused to take charge of a lady and her 
children, who are waiting to go up. A. company 
of the 56th Regiment, with other troops, have 
been sent against these robbers, who have been 
k 2 
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joined by some disaffected from the Portugn ® 00 
settlement of Goa, but it is almost hope es 
to expect to catch them "with regular troops 
The last time they weie out, it took ten years 
desultory -warfare to disperse them 1 AH 
country people still profess to disbelieve entire y 
in the capture of Dehh, considering it an to. 
vention of ours to frighten them ? 

Saturday, March <5 

Captain T sent me this morning a sort 

of large tassel, made of the flowers of the large 
white jasmine strung together, which the nft^ 
tives hang over their doors and windows durWp 
festival time He had also ordered a bou<pi° 
of roses, but what arrived was a small, fl a • 
green -parcel, made out of a hit of a plantain efl ' 
pinned together with a thorn When openci , 
it contained one sweet, full blown rose, so in 
gemously packed that, even in this flat parce > 
it tfas not at all crushed, and was kept qn* c 
fresh and cool One day, before I vas ta e, j 
ill, the master of tho schooner, who had hvci 
for somo time next door to a Parseo famil} , f > aT0 
me a ennous account of their proceedings, wbc 
ono of their family lies at the point of dent > 
• As soon ns tho unfortunate individual is con 
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tailored w extremis, the lioncs of Ins legs and 
arms arc broken by Ins friends, -who then anomt 
the body all over with cocoa nnt oil, and bring 
a dog into tlio room If tbo animal licks the 
body, it is considered that Ins soul has gone to 
hem cn , bat if, on the contnuy , the dog tnms 
away, each member of the family administers a 
/ id to the (we will hope) now senseless corpse, 
and reviles it for its wickedness in either case, 
the body is then consigned to tlio Tower of 
Silence, -where the last arrival Occupies the 
centre of tlio grating, the former corpses being 
placed round the wall in a sitting posture, till 
they are picked to pieces by the vultures, and 
fall through on the bones of tkeir predecessors 

Sunday, March 7 

This afternoon I was sufficiently well to be 
placed m a chair, and drawn up on deck through 
the skylight of my cabin, and then laid on a 
mattrass to imbibe fresh strength from the 
balmy breeze, and enjoy the view of the pretty 
little bay of Yingorla, where we have been an 
cbored ever since I was taken ill The lulls 
of red earth, mixed with rocks, and scantilv 
covered with brushwood come down nearly to 
the water s edge, and are divided from it by a 
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beach of white sand, behind which winds a little 
river, through a grove of palm-trees, between 
wlioso stems glimpses of bright green paddy 
fields may bo seen beyond. The background 
is formed of fine mountains, among whose 
passes the road to Belgaum lies. There av° 
several picturesque native craft in the hay, their 
raking masts ornamented with paper in honour 
of the Hol’i Festival, which lasts many days ; 
and small canoes, with outriggers to prevent 
their capsizing, aro constantly scudding from 
one to the other. These canoes are made oi 
a single hollowed tree, for the bottom of the 
boat: tbe upper part projects over the sides, 
and is seam to the lower with cocoa-nut fibre. 


The outriggers are two pieces of wood, sticking 
out on one side from the gunwale,' and con- 
nected together by a third piece, shaped like a 
miniature canoe : this apparatus floats on th 0 
water, and steadies ihe real canoe. I have 
received the kindest letter of sympathy fr°m 
the General commanding at Belgaum, who has 
made every arrangement for my reception ; and 
by his accannt Mrs. P greatly exaggerated 

the dangers of the journey, nnd I hope to bo 
able to prosecute it with safety. Luckily I am 
not easily frightened. 
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Monday, March 8. 

1 -was brought on deck by tlirec o’clock to- 
day, and took a sketch of Yingorln — the birth- 
place of my little son. All the baggngo was 
sent on shore, except wlmt was indispensable 
for the night, and it was packed in carts ready 

to start at two in the morning. Air. S , 

the Collector of Vingorla, camo on hoard, and 
kindly sent me a present of some of tho birds’ 
nestB nsed for making soup, which tiro found in 
great masses on the Vingorla Hocks, at the 
entrance of the bay, and are a considerable 
article of trade! They oro composed of masses 
of a kind of gelatine mixed with feathers. 

Tuesday, March 0. 

I was hoisted np on the deck and down into 
the boat, at half-past five this morning, and 
from thence drawn np by a crane on the 
wharf at Vingorla, with baby on my knee, 
wbo in this manner first touched terra firma ! 
The cavalcade for our journey consisted of my 
palkee and one for my maid, each with twelve 
bearers or hammals, fivo carts (which to-day 
had preceded us), four native servants on foot, 

Captain T mounted and armed, and a 

guard of seven men of the 15th Native Infantry, 
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low shrub, called “ light jungle,” and dotted 
■with groups of splendid trees — the majestic 
mango, the mdia rubber, tlie wide spreading 
baman, and towering abo\o them all, and also 
feathering low to tho ground in the joung 
specimen?, the graceful palm I used to com- 
plain of the sameness of tho forest of palms at 
Bombay, where there arc few other trees,, but 
here, mingled with so many other forms of 
vegetation, they give a graceful and peculiarly 
oriental character to the scene 
Amongst many plants quite new to me I noticed 
the bamboo, the largest of the grasses, which 
waves in graceful feathers twenty to thirty feet 
high , and the sugar cane, some of whose young 
shoots I sucked and found excellent There were 
many beautiful wild flowers also, and I generally 
had a large bouquet in my palkee The character 
of the scenery is totally different from that of 
the more northern Ghauts These lulls are no 
longer volcanic, with straight black strata of 
rocks, but composed of red earth, with boulders 
of sandstone rock crowning their summits and 
sticking out of their sides in picturesque dis 
order Most of the hills are partially clothed 
with lov. bushes, contrasting well with the red 
earth , and every now and then j ou meet with 
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patches of the most vivid green that the imoj? 
nation can concede. It was a charming m 
mg; thcro rvero a few clonds to 8,111 ° , 

hnmmg snn, and the distant lulls wore soften 8 
hy a purple liazc. We woro earned U“° u S 
wide nver, commanded hy an old mud fort, 
amved at the traveller’s bungalow at 
ahopt eleven o’clock. The butler had P Tec8 
ns hy several hours to preparo breakfast, > 
except just along tho great roads near 
Presidency, the bungalows consist only o ^ 
tlireo rooms, with bedsteads, chairs, an a > 
with no one living in them, and no necesso 
of a meal but what travellers themselves brinfe 
An officer of Her Majesty’s 33rd, , 

to Captain T , had come over to sec 

from the httle Fort of Sawunt Warree wlie 
ho was quartered, with few companions 8 

bears and tigers, and who, being more ad ic ^ 
to tbe pleasures of society than to tho vi 
sports of the field, is rejoicing at the prospec ^ 
being soon relieved after a nine months 60 J 0 ^ ^ 
in these jungles And now I must recor 
impression made upon my mind by this 
day’s journey through a more entirely 3n an, 
and less travelled eountiy, than any I * lfl T e Jj 
seen , it v,as one of astomshment that a lug 
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civilized people like the English should so long 
have been nominal masters of a land like this, 
and yet done so very little towards its advance- 
ment. Herewc have the richest soil abandoned 
to the luxuriousness of nature ; forests of mag- 
nificent timber and fall of trees whoso fruit is 
good for food, find yet inhabited only by the 
clietah and the tiger, and a fierce tribe of men, 
almost equally savage. The land certainly 
seems to bear the curse of idolatry t If ever 
England comes forward boldly ns the champion 
of her faith, then may we hope to seo civiliza- 
tion and religion advance hand in hand, 
agriculture flourish, and the commercial riches 
of this lovely country spread out to the world by 
• means of canal, road, and railroad ! There are 
at present a good many Christian converts at 
Vingorla, but they have no resident missionary. 

In the few villages through which we passed 
to-day, there were a sort of maypoles, put up 
in front of the temples in honour of the 
Eol’i Festival, and at night the tom-toming 
and singing, or rather howling, was quite 
terrific (so much so that the cojporal of our 

guard awoko Captain T ), and the temple 

where these rites were going on was close to the 
bungalow ; notwithstanding which, and the 
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couglung and hookah-bubbling of our guaw| s 
tho verandah, and the shrill cry of the jack 
m the forest, I slept tho sleep of tho tired. 

Wednesday, March 10 

Wo WO called at two a.m. to send a^a) 
tho beds, as tho bullocks are so slow : 1 

took tlurtecn hours to perform yesterday 
march of twenty miles* I was very tlm * 
and wished for some water fiom a well close 
hut ub our own drinking *vc*ssels uere all g 
on, none of tho natives could be induced to 
mo one of theirs, as tho touch of a clms in 
would liavo polluted it I Wo started a 
quarter to five, a picturesque cavalcade v 
torch-bearers, and our guard in light marc i 
order, winch m this country means sans cu o > 
or, at least, with only the slight apology ^ 
those garments called pyjamas , a loose c o 
hanging gracefully over the tlngli. The g^ ft 
having put tlieir knapsackB on our carts, 
up very well for the first two horns, but a ® 
that the palkee-bearers took to racing, and air 
ran away from tlie soldiers, who droppe in ’ 
tired and panting, long after us Day 
over a fine expanse of lull and valley, a ° 
half an hour after our stait, and the roac ay 
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through ft wild jungle, in parts very tliick, over 
steep hills, and across many lovely streams, 
bordered by small green patches of paddy fields. 

1 had often longed to see iho luxuriance of 
tropical vegetation in the dense masses of a real 
jungle t and now I must say that its beauty far 
surpassed my most vivid imaginings. The 
variety of foliage, in colour of every shade, from 
brightest green to brilliant scarlet, the 'largo 
size of many of the leaves, and the graceful 
pendant branches, connected by creepers and 
parasites, hanging from every^ spray, forming a 
tangled mass, with sunbeams glinting through 
it; these, and the splendid wild flowers on 
every side, formed a scene almost unreal in its 
beauty, though the roar of a chetah, close to 
our path, reminded one of the fierce inhabitants 
of these lovely bowers. I was 6orry I did not 
see the’ereature, but we came across the trail of 
a huge boa constrictor in the dusty road, nearly 
two feet wide ; and a short time ago one was hilled 
near here, measuring seventy-six feet Ion" t 
Quantities of the silk-cotton trees grow by the 
roadside, with their splendid white flowers, 
which are collected by the people in heaps as 
they fall off. 1Ye passed long trains of carts 
and pack -bollocks, laden with this and the more 
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profitable cotton from the small plant, on t 
wav to Vmgorla, slowly dawdling along at a 
a mile and a half an hour It is worthy 
note that the ox and the ass are the only 
nsed by the natives for draught in carts, 
horse being reserved for nobler P nI P 0 
Another splendid tree, bearing enormous sea 
flowers, something lie single camelias, ultra 
my attention, from its being the constant res 
of innumerable birds, uho peek at the ow 
for the sake of a reservoir of honey which i 

contain We were serenaded on our march by 

bulbul, almost the' only songster of India, who. 
note very much resembles that of the black 1 
We arrived at our destination, tlie Traveiie 
Bungalow at Baitsee, after a march of seven 
teen miles, at half past nine a m , hut as 
passed our carts on the road it was no 
beforo we got any*broakfast, though wo tut n 
starve, havmg brought a supply of bananas an 
biscuits in my palkee Owing to my lgnoron^ 
of the ways of the country, and consequent onu ^ 
sion of providmg proper travelling equipage ° n 
meals are conducted m it very primitive manner, 
wo lm\e not a knife and fork apiece, and a 
obliged to resort to all sorts of expedients, sue i 
as forks made of bamboo, Ac , and I rc ? rc 
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much not having m ray bag a portable ease of 
such articles The danemg and howling in the 
temples continued again all night, the noise 
being quite frightful, and we could distmgiush 
the contnnt repetition of ono monotonous phrase, 
winch put ono in mind of the pnests of Baal, 
who cned, “ Oh, Baal, hear ns 1 ” from morning 
till evening, thinking they should bo heard for 
their much repetition It is curious how con- 
stantly one sees here illustrations of Scripture 
manners and customs — Orientalisms, which ono 
did not enter into or understand before Tor 
example, it appears certain from Dcut xxxiu 
that the spot of coloured paint on the forehead 
or ear, common among the Hindus, was used 
among the Jews m a similar manner, to denoto 
distinction of tribe or caste 


Thursday March 11 

"We were called at half past one to have the 
carts packed, having despatched a servant with 
provisions over night, to ensure onr getting 
breakfast We started at five, and wlien day 
dawned were approaching the foot of the Ram 
Ghaut, the road winding through a thick jungle, 
till all further progress seemed impeded by an 
amphitheatre of hills closing round ns The 
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explore the path*? leading into the heart of tlie 
jangle. There arc few cocoa-nut trees at thw 
altitude, hut the vegetation is very beautiful, 
and gamo of all sorts abounds, particularly tho 
great hluc-faced raonhey, the jungle pheasant, 
and pigeon, besides tigers, bears, drc., in great 
variety. I fonnd some servants waiting here 
for me, engaged by a friend at Belgaum, who 
also kindly sent out a supply of bread, and the 
joyful news that relays of tattoos had been sent 
to meet ray husband, who was expected to arrive 
in time to welcome me on my entranco to 
Belgaum. By great exertions our carts were 
got up the* Ghaut by ten r.M., so that wo were 
ready to continue our journey the next morning. 


Friday, March 12. 

I was called at three this morning with *the 
information that the bullocks were asleep, tho 
servants snoring, the sentries and hearers in 
the arms of Morpheus ; and, in short, that the 
whole party were so completely overcome by 
fatigue, that a morning’s journey was impossible, 
and that we must make up our minds to remain 
quiet till the afternoon. As for me, I was 
asleep again almost before my head was laid 
on the pillow ; and the luxury of a long night 

. L 
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was bo unexpected, that I awoke quite 
and rested. After breakfast the bearers came 
to explain, that the extra amount of howW><, 
they made coming up the hill yesterday, 1111 
an entreaty that the Sahibs would giro the 
a buckrce, or sheep, to feast upon, as a rewar 
for their exertions. To this we agreed, tm 
they shortly returned, bringing the bnckree 0 
*the Mem Sahib to see ; and, stalking into 
room, came a very tall, long-legged old B y 
goat ! When he left my presence, he was kmc 
and eaten on the spot; the consequence of wbic ^ 
■was, that, when at two o'clock p.m. we P r0 ^ 
posed to start, the grumblings at the heat wer 
great ; and when we were at last off, the hearc 
were so fall and shortwinded, that they s 
down every half-mile: however, as the 
digested, the pace improved, and we got to x° 
rookawarree at seven in the evening, a distant 
of eighteen miles. The road at* first worm 
along a natural terrace on the Ghaut, from w ^ 
O the view was splendid; then, turning 
summit, we gradually passed into a broad up 
land valley, and finally emerged into the wi ( 
plain of the Southern Deccan. We soon oS 
sight of thick jungle, and came to scrub, in 
spersed with groups of magnificent trees, grea i 
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resembling English pork scenery. In tho dis- 
tance "were fine hills, many of them crowned 
with mined forts. 

The dust of this day’s journey surpassed 
any tiling of tho sort I ever met with. Take 
tho united dusts of Epsom and Ascot, and 
a windy day at Aldershot, and double the mix- 
ture, and you may liavo a faint idea of the at- 
mosphere one breathes on an Indian journey !' 
Tho gentlefolks of England, who live at home 
at “ ease,” have no idea of the difficulties, 
many would say hardships, to be encountered 
on a journey into the interior. Owing to the 
slowness bf the bullocks, yon are often days 
without being able to get at your principal bag- 
gage ; and, till your servants arrive, you have 
no .means of washing and dressing, or even of 
getting a morsel of food, or a drink of water ; 
and the misery of continned broken rest and 
night journeys is not small. We handed over 
our guard at the Bam Ghaut to some travellers 
going down to Yingorla, who had, in addition, $ 
eight men they lmd'brought from Belgaum, and 
tho lady of the party even then professed to be 
in a desperate fright. For the last three days 
we have frequently passed over large tracts of 
burnt jungle, chiefly done, I believe, by our 

’ i, 2 
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soldiers to facilitate tlie clearance of the robl)^ 
ont of these wilds. , 

Saturday, Jtarcl' !»■ 

lYe were off at half-past four *.»•. . 
journeyed through a very hare and ugly P 
sixteen miles to Bclgaum, td*h « «« 
upon suddenly, like an oasis m the at 
■with its pretty camp embosomed in 
and, passing throngh a long strnggnug ^ ^ 

town, finally attained onr destination 

fort, whero wc found L awaiting l,s * 

had arrived over night, having ridden FC ' * 
miles from Kolaporc in advance of his >a • 
Wo foimd a corafortahlo bungalow prcp.i ^ 
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CHAPTER XI 

EXECUTION OF 1HBELS AT KOEArORI — ARM! 4L OF 
BATTERY — CAPTIVE RAJAH — NAVTAB OP BHAHIO.E— 
PICNIC — ON THE MARCH AlUIN — STORM — TEAT BLOWN 
DOWN — IRRIVAL AT DHAUWAB 

L 's battery was detained on tlio match for 

a week at*Kolapore, to assist in the execution 
of two native ofheers, who were cam icted in the 
outbreak at that station, and sentenced to be 
blown away from guns He thus describes tlio 
scene — * 

• The troops in the garrison were formed in a 
long line on the Parade, with the gnus m ad 
vance of the centre, and the prisoners, unbound, 
standing amongst their guard Their sentence 
was read in (English at each end of tlio line , 
after winch the Brigadier Geneiol Jacob, ad 
dressed the native regiments in a fino animated 
speech m their own tongne The prisoners e 
then quietly, and with perfect stoicism, walked 
up to the guns, one of them, an old Subahdar, 
turning and salaaming to the gun as he passed 
They placed themselves with then backs to the 
muzzles, and extended their arms, winch wcie 
loosely tied to the wheels They remained m 



LIFE IN INDIA. 


150 


this position, whilst tho troops formet 
sides of a squaro ; then the word was gi'cn 
** xnalto ready” and tlio glimmer of tho P° 
might he seen in tho growing dusk of the even 
iug. The moment of breathless suspense * » 
cut short by tho word—' '‘Fire!”— a 
smoke — a discharge — and nothing remainc , 
a few small black fragments on tho groan » an 
smell of burflt flesh polluting tho sweet cvcnu^ 
breeze I Tho natives, to tho numb<$ of 4,u 
or 5,000, hod assembled to witness the ejec- 
tions ; but, unfortunately, they rather consi 
being blown away as an honourable death, « 
therefore tho moral effect 6f such an examp . 


18 One day, on tlio lino of inarch, my hnshan^ 
observed n very small black imp seated 
gun-carriage ; and on inquiry, could only g& 
from the men that it was “ Jingling Jack, A® 
that they had found liim : but by whom,_ 
Where he was found, remains a mystery. 

’ * begged to be allowed to keep him, and P e ^ , 
and feed him like a dog. He speaks exce 
English, and is very useful as on interpre ® • 
He says he is twelve years old, and tha ^ 
’ name was Jungle Johnny, which has been c 
rupted as above. Perhaps we may be ab 0 
get a little instruction for him here, and 'm 
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mean time L 1ms fitted liim out in tidy 

clothes. 

♦ Sunday, March 1 1 

I was delighted rtt being oneo more in church, 
and the ono in the fort is ft pretty little building, 
with tllo duty extremely well done. There were 
two couples of native Christians ashed in mar- 
riage hanns. I believe tho Mission is in n 
more flourishing state than at Po<3ha, and Sun- 
day is ceifaudy better observed. 

Thursday, March 18 

L ’b battery marched in tins morumg, 

and is encamped* m .a grove, or tope, of 

• mangos about two miles off. Captain T 

tells L that during our journey from Vin- 

goria he was several times under some anxiety 
for onr safety, (which I give him credit for 
never showing to me,) and that ho would not, 
for any consideration, have had charge of a 
nervous lady. It was reported in Belgaum 
* that we had been murdered m the jungle ; and 
he was met with congratulations on his safe 
arrival from his brother officers. It appears that 
we just got here in tune, for the Chief of the 
robber tnbes has since offered a reward for the 
head of ever} Salnb that is brought to bun 
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Friday, March 19. 

Reports are abroad of ft field force being sen 
out, to punisli tlio turbulent Raj nb of Junilmn e^> 
who lias concealed quantities of arms, "| u 0 F , 
tending to bo our firm friend. In tliis dis rac ^ 
country ono never knows peace from 1 a ) 

Saturday, March 20. 

Heard no&img fnrtbcr about the field for*# 
Late in the evening arrived the news of 
Colin Campbell’s recapture of Lucknow, w 1 
was sent round in a circular from bouse 


house. v 03 

As the small-pox is raging amongst the 
natives in the bazaar, we have been anxious 
have baby vaccinated, and the doctor a ^ 
succeeded in. procuring a Parsee child, W 
attended for the operation. It was not ° ie 
wise pretty, but had the most splendid 

ever beheld. In the evening L receive . 

note from the General, asking if he would ^ 
small bungalow in our garden, now used as a 
office, for the accommodation of a State Pp 
soner. Things are very properly kept as qm 
as possible, so we know not who he ma) c ’ 
hut a field force, not from here, but 100 
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Ivaludgbee, has gone out, prob ibl) to catch the 
individual m question 

I ndav, March JG 

The turbulent Rajah of Jumhundeo has given 
himself up very quictlj to the troops sent 
against him, anil armed here to da) to await 
lus trial He is lodged, not in our Compound, 
but in a room near the gate, winch has been 
fitted up for lus accommodation saw lus 

camels and baggage airne, and a smart palkce 
for lus little daughter, 'who is to share his 
captmtj — poor cluld > A requisition is non to 
be sent to all the neighbouring cluefs, to suv 
render their remammg arms I rode, foi the 
first tune, to the camp of the Royal Artillery , 
charmingly situated m a mango tope, on a 
lull exposed to the fresh sea breeze, -which, 
even at this distance from the coast, is most 
invigorating every evening The country be 
) ond the camp is not unlike the general appear 
ance of the South Downs, with quite gieen 
grass in some places, the first I have seen smee 
I left England "We called on the Collector and 
Ins wife, who are just preparing to set out on a 
tour in their districts, when, attended by a 
strong, gpard., they enmij ant. far. a. month or 
two at a time The lad) sketches, and her 
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liuslmnd performs the duties of a magistrate 
It must he an agreeable life for those on 
the beauties of nature. ThmBaayj April 1. 

There has been early service every daJ'“‘ 
this (Passion) week, but to-day our Po n = j t 
servants were suddenly seized with a vi 

of devotion. The butler rushed off. to ebnb 

before hrealt&st wa3 over, followed by th6 

and L ’s servant, and they made p-re„ 

day of it. I do not know why ths day 
thought so much of ; if it had been to m _ 

I should not have been surprised. Wo rode 
the country this evening, and found the gras ^ 
the hills in some places good for riding on, 
others it is rotten and fall of holes. Ee “ 
by tho camp, we met the camels bnnguio 

evening Bupply of hay for the horses, 011 

ing to sco what their action was like, 
and I each got on one, and found tho 
particularly uneasy, and it was extremely 
cult to hold on during tho triplo motion 
hy tho animal, in rising and kneeling 
First, ft violent rear, and heforo yon ha 
. covered that, on equally sudden kick, fo 0 " 
by a general plunge, and tho camel was on 
legs ; and the reverso of tlicso motions ha< 
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bo gone through, ■when ho knelt down for you to 
dismount. 

Saturday, April S. 

"We ■were much shocked to-day by a gunner 
of Bombay Artillery coming to the house to say 

that one of L ’s men was lying murdered 

and stripped in the fort ditch. Upon in- 
vestigation this proves not to ho the case, 
but it appears probable that the poor man had 
stayed in the fort last night after gun fire, and 
knowing the gate was shut, had* tried to get 
over the wall, and took off his clothes for the 
purposo of swimming the moat, but it is sup- 
posed that he missed his footing in the darkness, 
and falling with his head on some rocks, got 
stunned, and consequently drowned. Poor 
fellow ! it is very sad, and he is the first loss 
from the little hand who left England eight 
months ago h We rode round the outside of the 
fort to examine the spot, and hurried home to 
escape a violent thunderstorm. 

Easter Monday, April 5 . 

. Several native Christians partook of the Holy 
Sacrament yesterday in our church ; the women 

* With tlie exception of the sergeant, who died on 
hoard ship 
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nil woro white snrccs, and tho men took oB 
their turbans. Our little baby was baptized ' 
day at tho fort church, and at the same 
the little native “Jingle Jack,’ 1 who appear 
serious and attentive, and now goes to echo . 
where ho takes pains, and is reckoned quick. 

9 Thursday, Ap^ 1 8 - 

Tlio report is abroad that wo are to go * 
lvaludgh.ee in a fortnight. Tho Genera ve 

kindly sent for L and proposed to arran*, 

for him to go with the head-quarters oi ^ 
battery to Dbarwnr, as Kaludghee is a very a 
climate, and an undesirable place in luany 
respects for a lady. This evening we rot 
through the native town 'of Shah pur, abou 
miles from Belgaum, which is entirely sur 
rounded by a thicket of bamboo, and you en 
it by a mud gateway, while on the right is a mu 
fort containing a few small guns. The stree s 
bazaars are curiously narrow, and in some pm 
the houses almost meet overhead. There * s 
Mission Church in it. Great part of the town 
is built completely in the jungle, and the mis 
ture of houses, trees, and gaily dressed nativ '> 
was very picturesque. The Nawab was ayra}> 
otherwise we fel^ a great desire to call upon 
him, and see his menage, but wo were o ‘ 
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tills would 1)0 pa}-ing him too great a compli- 
ment, anil that we ought to wait till ho had 
called upon us, which he frequently does to the 
Sahibs in Belgnmn. Outside the old mud fort 
lives an elephant, who we were informed was 
labouring under a periodical attack of insanity ; 
however, he appeared quiet enough to-day, and 
was amusing himself by tossing bundles of hay 
over his head. He was tied by enormous 
heel-ropes to a tree, and near him was an 
immense triumphal car, used in processions in 
honour of the idols, and intended to bo drawn 
by tbc elephant, in his lucid intervals. It was 
curiously carved with figures of uncouth mon- 
sters. This is tbc most entirely aboriginal 
town I have seen, and besides being amused 
ourselves, we caused no little wonder among the 
natives, who followed ns about in crowds. We 
left it by another gate, and on looking back 
at a distance of twenty yards, not a sign of 
human habitation could be discovered, so com- 
pletely is the place buried in the jungle. These 
thickets are intended as a means of defence, 
and wonld be very effectual with sharpshooters 
behind them. There are very few detached 
villages in tills part of the country, the inhabit- 
ants cliiefly living in these entrenched cities, a 
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proof of the stato of disquiet to which they a™ 

accustomed. saturfjy, April 17. 

Wo had determined on undertaking a sport 
ing pic-nic, and so sent on our new tjnrij ^ 
the servants and provisions ; and being 0 ' 

selves called at three a.m„ and joined uy 
of our friends, proceeded on horseback nc 
the plain, accompanied hy a shikari, or urn > 
and several heaters and torch-hearers, to a P 
of the country where game was said to be P c 
tiful. A tent awaited us in a shady place a 0 
six miles off; but, previously to arriving ’ 
the gentlemen began t6 shoot as soon as i 
daylight. The ground was very pretty— a T 1 
covered with long grass, and low hms wo ’ 
with occasional spots of cultivation, and m 
sected by deep nullahs. Game tvus B ® flt 
than we had been led to suppose ; but be ore ^ 
grew hot, some quail, a snipe, a plover, an 
brace of hares had been shot. We foun * 
tent and our servants under tbe shade of ft 
banyan tree, whose branches afforded a « 
to innumerable birds and squirrels, and n fa® 1 
of large green monkeys. One very fine one, "W 11 

L fired at, finding the treo too hot to ^ 

him, after endeavouring to defend" himsc 
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pelting ns with berries, bits of sticks, &c., nui 
out to the end of a long branch, and, springing 
to the ground, made good his retreat across 
the open to the nearest treo, unharmed. Wo 
breakfasted off tlic produce of the ebase, and 
afterwards started to return to Bclgaum in 
the rjary ; but finding tho road execrable, and 
clouds preventing tlic sun from being unplea- 
sant, we got on our horses, and cantered homo 
by three p.m. The storms of thunder and 
• lightning have been very violent for tlirco 
evenings past. They always como on at tho 
same hour ; and after recurring for tlirco nights, 
stop for a few days, and then begin again. 
They are storms in anticipation of tho breaking 
of the monsoon. 


Thursday, April 22 

We went on another shooting expedition on 
some hills nearer to the camp ; but probably for 
that reason, there was less sport than before. 
Wo passed over many fields of the now ripo 
cotton : it is contained in the pod of a small 
low plant, very different from the magnificent 
flower of the silk-cotton tree, which, from some 
difficulty in spinning it, ip little used. The 
weather is very hot and depressing. 
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Saturday, April 2 i. 

I went to see a curious old Jain temple in the 
yard of the Commissariat, hut did not penetrate 
into the interior, as it is used as an 'office, and 
the clerk was absent. In the afternoon, re- 
turning from a long ramble on horseback, in • 
the Kolapore direction, we were overtaken by 
a thunderstorm. The rain was very trifling; 
hut the lightning, though so distant that we 
scarcely heard any thunder, was blinding. One 
side of the heavens was illuminated by a con- 
tinued sheet of light ; whilst out of it, in two 
places, vicious zigzag lines of blue fire darted 
through the skies. 

Friday, April 30. 

It is settled that Captain F , with a half- 

battery, are to go to Kaludghee, whilst L 

takes the head-quarters to Dliarwar. To-day, 

L being busy in making arrangements, I 

was sitting in the mess tent, when we saw a 
large elephant coming along the road, covered 
with red and green trappings, with a necklace 
of small bells, and two large hells hanging at 
his sides. On inquiry we found he belonged 
to -the Nawab of Shdhpur, and was going on a 
sporting expedition, being accompanied by men 
carrying boar-spears, &c. Permission was asked 
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and ho shook himself free, and, strango to say, 
did not kick ; but the poor gary had to ho 
sent to bo patched np ready for £izr start to- 
morrow. A very civil nativo carao forward ‘to 
our assistance, and lent lu's gdrtj to convoy ns 
home. 

Monday, May !i. 

A busy day packing our goods, ns we carry 
all our furniture with ub, nono being procurable 
at Dharwar. The only apparent use of the 
native servants is to put every thing into a* 
stato of hopeless confusion, by beginning to un- 
do all at once, and finishing nothing. Quito 
late, it was discovered that we had a cart too 
little ; and later still, that none had been sent 
for the Office- Sergeants, &c., who were in our 

compound. L and I went to take an 

early dinner in the mess tent, and then drove 
to the Commissariat, to try and obtain more 
carriages. Matters grew worse at home as 
evening drew on, and it was beyond human 
power to get the servants to move. At last, 
quite exhausted, we lay down on the floor, with 
a cloak under our heads; but rest wa£ out of the 
question, between the assaults of mosquitoes, 
ants, and every species of venomous insect, and 
the unceasing noise of the natives, who can 
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do nothing without shouting. At eleven r.M. 
we got up and endeavoured to make a start, 
but the bullock-drivers had to bo stirred up with 
a big stick to wake them; and sohie, including 
the driver of ' my gary, had levanted alto- 
gether, and one pair of bullocks was missing. 
An amateur driver was found for my yary, in 
the person of one of the ghomucaUtis ; and 
soon after twelve we got under weigh, baby and 
I and the maid,* in the gary, which Svas ac- 
companied by the Treasure-tumbril and’ a 
guard of six men, and followed by my horse, 
and a mounted orderly who was to attend mo 

when I chose to ride. X* and tho battery 

had preceded us by half an hour, and wc did 
not, of course, overtake -them, but floundered 
on through the mud at the pace of about two 
miles an hour. A heavy thunderstorm in tho 
afternoon had rendered the roads very sticky; 
so much so, that the kind old General sent to 
nslc if we would not like to have tho march 
, postponed ; but as the weather appears break- 
ing, and tho monsoon likely to set in, we thought 
it wiser to.raove whilst locomotion is possible. 

Tuesday, May 4. 

I remained in the gary trying to sleep till 
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Wo met with no incivility, though the sight of 
an English lady must have been an uncommon 
one; though I think an Indian couple walking 
through a country town in England would 
excite far more astonishment. There are two 
large tanks covered with water-fowl outside the 
city, and no less than four forts within a circle 
o^ two miles. We dined early, and fearing a 
recurrence of the storm had trenches dug all 
round the tents. 

Thursday, May 0. 

The storm broke with its accustomed violence 
soon after we got to bed, the lightning was 
terrific, and the rain was a deluge which soon 
overflowed the trenches, and poured in a stream 

through the tent. L had made up his mind, 

in consequence of the inclement weather, to 
push on at once to Dharwar,’ by a forced march 
of twenty miles, and the reveille' was ordered to 
he sounded at eleven p.m., but he got up to put 
it off till one a.m. in hopes of an improvement. 
Our light went out, and we were lying damp and 
sleepless, when a miserable voice. from without 
was heard, craving admittance. It was that of 
my poor maid, upon whom the tent under which 
she Was sleeping had fallen, and, after narrowly 
escaping suffocation, she had crawled out from 
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on reta inin g ps as lxis guests till we can take 
possession of a bungalow in the Fort. The 
troops are quartered in new temporary barracks 
inside the fort ; the horses nA to have stables 
in the inner ditch, but, till these are completed, 
they ore picketed in lines outside the east gate. 
This is the first field artillery that has ever been 
seen in this station, with the exception of 
a Bullock-battery from Madras, which passed 
through a short time ago ; and we excite a great 
deal of attention from the natives, who assem- 
bled in vast numbers, and made our entry the 
occasion of a universal holiday, and many of 
the principal men walked round in the evening 
and minutely inspected the horses and guns, 
probably magnifying the half-battery into an 
army ! 

Friday, ITay 7. 

I was very tired, and L had an attack of 

low fever. "We drove late to a large tank, 
resembling a lake, which is the favourite even- 
ing resort of the fashionables of this small 
station. There seem to be a great many pretty 
roads in. every direction; shaded by rows of 
trees, and the compounds are largo enough to 
resemble English Parks, and the whole aspect 
of the country bears a delightful green, quite 
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retelling to the eye. Hospitality in this 
country, provided you have house-room, is a 
‘very easy affair. Hero are we, occupying a 
suite of four r^oms, hut they are furnished, 
with two or three small exceptions, with our 
own furniture; wo are waited on by our own 
servants, ride our own horses, and interfere in 
no way with our kind and agreeable host, and 
the only expense we cause him, is the food we 
consume, which, compared with the price of 
provisions in England, is very trifling. Tire 
“Quality” of the station, consisting of eighteen 
ladies, have been to call upon me, entailing an 
arduous duty on our host, as, according to 
Indian customs, the master of the house is ex- 
pected to meet every lady at. the door of her 
carriage, and conduct her into the reception 
room. 
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. chapter’ vh. 

A. WEDDING SETTING IN OP THE MONSOON — RUMOURED 

OUTBREAK — FIELD FORCE ORGANIZED — SUDDEN JIABCH 

. — MURDER OP MR. MANS ON DEMONSTRATION 

LADIES ORDERED INTO THE FORT — MAIL ROUBED — 
TAKING OP NtTROOOND — RETURN OF COLUMN TO 
DICARWAR. 

Tuesday, May 11. 

Damp depressing weather continues to prevail, 
with frequent thnnder-storms. Numbers of 
white ants are now flying about and casting off 
their wings. They resemble large light brown 
moths with double wings and are very destruc- 
tive. Another enemy to wood-work here is tho 
carpenter-bee, a beautiful insect, like a hmnble- 
l>ee in appearance, but three times as large, 
and of a brilliant dark-blue colour. They boro 
holes in the beams big enough to contain a 
pigeon’s egg. We see a good many fire-flies 
now in the evening. They are a long brown 
fly, and carry a double Iauthom at the end of 
their tails. Two that got under my muslin 
dress caused a curious effect with their green 
light moving underneath. The glow-worms aro 
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of enormous size. If you place one of them 
upon a booh you can easily distinguish the 
words by the light of Ins lamp A company of 
74th HighlandfUs marched m to-day from* the 
jungle, where they have been oncampcd foi 
months, keeping up a sort of border war until 
the rohber tribes ; the remaining two compa- 
nies, who have been on the same service, aic 
expected in a few dajs. 

A wedding took place to-day m the station, 
causing great excitement in so small a commu- 
nity. The ceremony, according to the usual 
custom in this country, took place at half-past 
seven m the morning, between winch and tlio 
dtjeuner at eleven thero was a dreary interval. 
Then the happy pair, having no distant place to 
go to, and the weather not being inviting for 
camping out, retired, after a weary day, to the 
gentleman s bungalow, where they will be ex- 
pected to shut themselves np for the ensuing 
week I sincerely pitied all the parties concerned 
in the festivities There is an old crippled beggai , 
who drives about this station m his own carnage, 
drawn by a bullock, soliciting alms, which has a 
curious eSect to an European eye An anecdote 
ot Bir Charles Napier I heard to day, from an 
eye witness, is so cluuactenstic I cannot refrain 
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from noting it down. At the battle of Mccanee, 
an officer of Engineers, who had been doing 
good service, came up and^said, “ Sir Charles, 
we have taken a standard." The General looked 
at him, bnt made no reply, and, turning round, 
began speaking to some one else, upon which, 
the Engineer, thinking he had not been heard, 
repeated, “ Sir Charles, v;e have taken a 
standard.” Sir Charles turned sharp round 
upon him, with a thundering expletive, and 
said, “ — » — Then go and take another J " 

Tuesday, May 18. 

There is no disputing the fact of tho monsoon 
having thoroughly set in, though earlier than 
usual ; the temperaturo seldom exceeds seventy- 
eight, and, when it does not rain, tho climate 
would he very pleasant if it were not for the ex- 
cessiro damp, which (there being no moans of 
drying any thing) gets into tho wliolo house, so 
that every tiling yon tonch is wet. Tho rides in 
the wild country among the hills near hero aro 
very pretty, specially in one direction, called 
tho Chota Maliabalcshwar, from soino fancied 
resemblance to tho lulls of that name; and every 
thing is now of the most vivid green, which, con- 
trasting with the red soil, 1ms a very pleasing 
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effect. There is a small and ^cry ancient 
Hindu temple on the top of a high lull, which 
is a conspicuous object from every side. It is 
approached by a gateway, and a series of steps 

in the side of the lull. Mr. E , the Assistant- * 

Judge, took us over the gaol tills afternoon. 
There are above 500 prisoners in it at present, 
many merely on tgispicion of disaffection ; and 
amongst these we saw two fine-looking Sepoys, 
old pensioners of Government, who wero canght 
drilling recruits for the Rajah of Jumkundec. 
There were a large number of prisoners await- 
ing trial, for tlie most atrocious murders and 
other crimes, and two or three under sentence 
of execution. A few suffer solitary imprisonment 
for two years ; though it is not strictly solitary, 
as they jvere allowed to see us, and also daily 
see the persons bringing their food. The cells 
contain blankets for the pnsoners to he on, 
and open into clean airy yards for exercise, 
which are sections of a circle, commanded by 
a look out on a common centre. Each casto 
has a separate cooking place. The prisoners 
are employed in weaving cloth, silk, and towel- 
ling. The gaol is encircled by high walls, with 
a guard of Sepoys, who keep sentry upon them, 
and call out tlio time ever) quartei of an hour 
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during the night. Outside there is a separate 
building for the debtors, enclosed by a yard 
with an open iron railing, like a dog-kennel, 
and the whole precincts are encircled by a thick 
hedge of the prickly pear, with two guarded 
gateways. Some time ago, two prisoners ma- 
naged to escape ; and, covering themselves with 
their blankets, forced their way (no easy matter) 
through the hedge ; hut they were so wounded 
and injured by the thorns, that they were easily 
overtaken, after having ran a mile or two. We 
witnessed to-day, in the course of our ride, the 
drilling of a troop of Hahratta Horse, belonging 
to Colonel Malcolm’s regiment. They were 
wild, fantastic-looking creatures, dressed in 
every variety of colour and costume (being in 
undress), and mounted upon mares, varying in 
size and colour. They nro excellent soldiers, 
when commanded by Englishmen. Each trooper 
provides liis own charger, and is accompanied 
on the march by a servant, with a tattoo, or 
pony, carrying all bo requires ; so that, being 
unencumbered with baggage, tboy can perform 
tlio most astonishing marches, and rnovo with 
a rapidity impossible to regular troops. 
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Monday, Ma\ 2 1 

A Royal salute was filed at daj break in 
honour of Her Majesty s biitliday No parade 
took place, as the troops have no full dress 
We went out to return some visits, m the gar if 
drawn by a pair of bullocks, which we have 
hired , and after narrowly escaping a capsize at 
the traverse near, the fort gate, tlio bullocks 
suddenly set off at full gallop, rushed round a 
comer into a strange compound, and, throwing 
the dnver from Ins seat, continued their head 
long course down a hill, spreading devastation 
among the young trees of a plantation , and wo 
fully expected a smash and an overturn But 
no 1 the wilful crettures stopped as suddenly 
as they set off, and we discovered that they had 
no string through their noses (which is the 
usual way of guiding these animals), and the 
only wonder was, that we escaped so well Re 
turning from our nde this evening we were 
annoyed as we were passing the back of the . 
village by a dreadful smell proceeding from 
the carcases of dead animals thrown out to he 
devoured by the wolves and jackals, and pre 
sently we came to a ghastly fence thrown across 
the road, consisting of skeletons and bones 1 
Such nuisances, which are common m the 
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environs of every village, ought, of course, not 
to be allowed in a climate like this, tending as 
they must do, to spread disease. 

Tuesday, May 25. 

We had just left the fort on our evening's 
ride, when we were overtaken by one of the sub- 
altern officers, who was sent to tell L that 

news had arrived of an outbreak somewhere to 
the south, where a treasnry has been looted, 
and the rebels are supposed to be in possession 
of the fort of Dummel. In consequence, an 
order has arrived for two guns Royal Artillery, 
two companies 74tli Highlanders, and one com- 
pany 28th N. I. to be in readiness to start at a 
moment’s notice. This is startling news, and 

what adds to my anxiety is, that L has 

been suffering severely lately from intermittent 
fever and ague, and is by no means in a fit 
state of health to take the field, and the whole 
anxiety and trouble will fall on him, as lie will 
command the expedition. One gun It. A. and 
one company 74th aro to be left to garrison 
this place ! The worst part of the expedition 
is that it will be all across the Black Plain, 
whore there are no made roads, and after rain 
the soil is popularly supposed to be. impassable, 
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ro that the question will ho, how the troops arc 
to return. Oar Commandant here, says that it 
will bo impossible •without dismounting the 
guns; however, we have now lmd a break of 
Romp days in the monsoon, and we must only 
hope the fine weather may last long enough to 
chastise the rebels, who it is not likely will 
wait to bo shot at, and as they are not troubled 
with baggage and a commissariat, they can 
easily make themselves scarce. 

Wednesday, May 2 G 

No fresh news this morning from head- 
quarters at Belgaum, but wo liavo reason to 
suppose that tbero has been somo exaggeration 
in the accounts that have reached us, and that 
the disturbances have been cliiefly caused by 
tho forcible carrying out of tho Disarming Act, 
which is extremely distasteful to tho natives, 
who consider their arms as heirlooms, and hand 
them down from generation to generation. In 
the evening our peace of mind was disturbed by 
a telegram from the General, which was re- 
peated before it could be answered, requiring to 
know the exact available number of Europeans 
in garrison here. The whole of this southern 
Mahratta country is ripe for rebellion, and is 
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only kept from breaking out, by our large force ; 
and the natives are very likely to be trouble- 
some during the bad weather, when they can 
move so much more easily than we can. 

Thursday, May ?7. 

The order arrived to countermand the march 
for the present and to send the hackeries 
(carts) away. The great difficulty of moving 
troops quickly in this country, consists in there 
being no* organized means of transport, so that 
when carts are wanted to carry baggage, they 
are “ pressed” in the nearest village, and placed 
under a guard till they are wanted, to the not 
unnatural discontent of their owners ; and the 
carts are so small, that the difficulty of pro- 
curing a sufficiency of them, is very great. On 
the present occasion, though the fort was 
crowded with the number that had been col- 
lected, yet there was not nearly enough, and 
when once the carriage necessary for the soldiers 
is collected, no regard is paid to the convenience 
of the officers, so that if hackeries arc scarce, their 
baggage is sometimes left behind. Tins lately 
happened on a march from one station to 

another of tlio 74th Highlanders. L was 

better to-day, though still very wank. In the 
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afternoon wc drove to the foot of a hill crowned 
by an old mosque, which I wished to sketch. 
ISear the mosque was a small Hindoo temple, 
and as there was no ono present, I stepped in to 
examine the idol. It was a shapeless mass 
of black marble, placed on *an altar strewed 
with fresh flowers, which were also scattered in 
little niches at the sides. The building was a 
plain square, of cut stone, with no opening hut 
the door. It was surmounted by ft simple 
cornice, and at each comer there was a statue of 

a Brahmin bull. Colonel M came to see 

us on our return, to tell us that Bim Bao, the 
leading man in the late disturbances, has 
escaped from the police, and taken refuge with 
the Rajah of Nurgoond, a hill fort about thirty 
miles from here. This Rajah, whose staunch- 
ness has been for some time suspected, sent to- 
day to the Collector here, saying the people about 
him were in a very unsettl&d state, and that he 
wished to have arms given back to him. The 
answer he received was, that if necessary some 
English troops should be sent to his assistance, 
hut no arms trusted to his keeping- It is 
thought likely that he will throw off the mask ; 
and besides our little force here, a siege-train 
from Belgaum is ordered to be in readiness. 
n 2 
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Friday, May 28. 

The hackeries were again collected in tho 
fort to-day ready 'for any emergency. No 

news stirring, but as Col. M was spending 

a quiet ovening witli us, lie was sent for by an 
urgent message from the Collector. 

Saturday, May 29. 

I went out alone sketching as usual this 

morning, L being busy on military duties'. 

I proceeded round the outside of the fort to a 
view I wished to draw, and when I had com- 
pleted my sketch, was returning home quietly 

when I met L , who had been searching 

every where for me, being quite frightened at my 
absence, as the accounts from the districts are 
very alarming, the whole country appearing 
ripe for mischief ; and an order is issued forbid- 
ding any soldier to leave the fort, which is being 
provisioned in case "of a siege, and there are 
rumourB of bricking up the south-west gate, 
which is the weak point. It appears that the 
Rajah of Nurgoond has thrown off the mask, 
and is prepared to defend himself in his strong 
fort, which is situated on a pinnacle of an 
isolated rocky lull, rising perpendicularly out of 
the Black Plain. Hie Nizam’s northern frontier 
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is also disturbed, and a force lias been sent 
there from Poona, and wo hear that tho Chiefs 
uto ‘worshipping their guns, a sign with them of 
■preparation for war. About two o’clock tho 
Brigade major came to say that, in obedience to , 
a telegram from the General, tho Field forco 
was to he prepared to movo in an hour after 
the receipt of a second message. They arc to 
he joined by Colonel Malcolm and 200 Maliratta 
Horse, and to rendezvous at a place called Noul- 
goond, twelve miles from Nnrgoond, the natno 
magistrate of which has written for assistance. 
The movements of the forco are to depend on 
the advico of Colonel Jacob, the principal 
Political here, and Mr. Mafison (who so cleverly 
captured the chief of Jumkundco), hotli of whom 
are near the disturbed districts Accordingly w o 

packed up L s camp necessaries, got some 

dinner cooked, and sat waiting At last, at six 
o’clock, we got on our horses and cantered off 

to Colonel M 's. Who said the troops would 

not now be sent till morning, so we returned to 
dinner and bed, fully expecting every moment 
to be aroused. * 

Tnmty Sunday, May 30 

The night passed off quietly The morning 
orders confined the soldiers to barracks, hut 



182 


LirE IN INDIA, 


L — r- decided on going to church himself, 
leaving word to ho sent for if wanted. On our 
drive to church we were met by a messenger 

from Colonel H , with’ a note containing 

these words, “Pull off your hoots, and hang' up 
your sword, for the expedition is postponed," 
bo we proceeded on our way, and went through 
the sacred services of the day with comfort, 
though a shade of anxiety was caused by the 
Collector being sent for in the middle of the 
service. 

We were sitting quietly at home at four 
o’clock, thinking all disturbance over for this 
day at least, when a messenger arrived from the 
.brigade-major with the order for an immediate 
turn out, and the force to march in an hour ! 
Expresses and telegrams have arrived, saying 
that the country is up in every direction, and evil 
rumours are afloat in Belgaum. It "was lucky 
that the time was so short : I had none to waste 
on Belfish repinings. My husband's packing had 
to be completed, and a hurried dinner got ready 
for him, and then I mounted my horse to go as 
far with Irifh as was considered prudent. The 
troops assembled outside the east gate, and 
suffered some delay from two accidents at 
starting, the fall of a gun horse in the gateway, 
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and the pole of a store cart being broken bj 
refractory bullocl s The little force consisted 
of one 9 pounder gun, and ono 24-pounder 
howitzer, Royal Artillery, two companies 7 1th 
Highlanders, and one company 28th Native 
Infantry They nro to mnrclj fifteen miles, 
and enter into communication with Colonel 
Malcolm, who will 30 m them with Ins Malirntta 
Horse , and the object of the expedition is to bo 
the chastisement of the chief of Nurgoond An 
immense crowd of natn es wero assembled to see 
the parade of the traj force, and the cheering 
of, and fraternization with their oiun regiment of 
N I , was rather more than was pleasant to see 
"We were thronged on all sides on the march 
through the bazaar, and \ could catch remarks 
about the “ Mem Sahib, who they evidently 
believed was going to imitate tbe Ranee of 
Jhansi, and lead the troops into battle! I 
could almost have wished it had been so, for to 
be parted now, and left behind with actual war 
at our very gates, is indeed most dreadful 
The sun was setting, when about four miles from 
Dharwar, I was sent back to my solitary home, 

under the care of Mr G , every one is very 

kind to me Colonel M looked m as He 

said “ to speak a word of comfort, and a neigh 
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hour, Mrs. L , stepped over to see I was 

not lonely, as baby being asleep, I sat with my 
new companion “Toby,” who deserves a few 
words to him self. He* is a large dog, I am 
afraid I most own of pie descent, in appearance 
something between a greyhonnd and a terrier, 
boasting neither ears nor tail, bnt with a gentlo 
face, and large loving eyes, and' he is an 
excellent guard. He belonged to one of the 
poor officers of the 27th Bombay N.I. who 
were murdered at Kolapore last year, and when 
my husband's battery marched through that 
place he attached himself to the officers, and 
has been the mess dog ever since. On the 
Battery taking the field, he has been left as my 
protector, and has been tied np in my house 
for several days to accustom him to it, and 
to-night,, though evidently disconsolate for tho 
loss of his friends, be seems t p consider mo as 
bis peculiar care, and follows me about every 
where. 

Monday, May 31. 

I could not help passing a nearly sleepless 
night, and fancying I beard guns and sinister 
noises. On going in tho morning into a friend’s 
House, I saw at once that something was amiss, 
though they were kindly striving to hide it from 
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me. On explaining tliat it was far more for 
my peace to l>e kept openly an fait of tko worst, 
than to ho left in ignorance and the prey of the 
phantoms of my own imagination, I was told of 
the dreadful murder of poor Mr. Manson, the 
political agent, on Saturday mgkt. Ho left 
Belgaum a few days ago with fifty sowars, 
t hinkin g by his presence to quiet the disturbed 
districts, and prevent an outbreak. On the 
evening of tho 29 th he reached Ramdroog, a 
fort belonging to a brother of the Nurgoonfl 
chief, but whoso policy seems to he more 
favourable to ns at least for tho present, and 
he endeavoured to dissuade Mr. Manson from 
venturing into the territory of Nurgoond, which 
lie averred was in open rebellion. The un- 
happy gentleman, brave almost to rashness, and 
still counting on his former intimacy with tho 
treacherous Mahratta, would not ho turned 
from his purpose, but pushed on late in the 
evening to a village half-way between the two 
places. His palanquin was placed in a temple, 
and he went to sleep, four or five sowars 
keeping gnard round him, and the rest re- 
maining outside. Here in. the dead of night, he. 
was surrounded by the rebels from Hurgoontl, 
in number about 800, under tlieir Rajah in 
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person, ,wlio ■with bis own hand consummated 
the dreadful deed, whilst the escort, who fought 
bravely, -were cut to pieces and overwhelmed. 

This sad intelligence was conveyed to the 
Collector of Dharwar by a letter from Eamdrbbg- 

himself. The Collector, Mr. 0 , and his' 

wife* were staying as guests with the Nurgoond 
monster not two months since, and^but a week 

ago he himself wrote to Mr. 0 , as I 

mentioned, begging for arms and aid. I had a 

qlieexy note' from L , sent in by a Coolie. 

Their first night’s march was very prosperous, 
and they hoped to effect a junction with Colonel 
Malcolm this afteipoon, and then, I suppose, 
they will have to wait the arrival of the siege 
train, which (alns for indecision and red tape!) 
has not yet left Belgaum, when every moment 
is so precious, as, if the Jhfe weather fails, and 
the heavy guns are overtaken by rain in the 
Black Plain, they will be worse than useless. 

A little demonstration was 'got up hero this 
afternoon, to show the natives we had still somo 
English soldiers left. Tho fow remaining High- 
landers, accompanied by tho one miserable gun, 
sallied forth by the east gate of the fort and 
marched in at the other, before which the 28th 
N.I. were parading. There had been nn idea of 
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dragging out one of the two howitzers be- 
longing to the fort, hut there was neither horses 
nor liamess for it. I think it was questionable 
whether the whole affair was not rather a display 
of Our weakness. The gunners and drivers left 
here (amounting to twelve in all) now patrol 
nightly, whilst the gentlemen ride in a body 
about thef*' cantonment, at uncertain hours 
during the night. Two carts, laden with the 
carcases of two magnificent tigers, wero brought 
foT me to see to-day. They had been shot l>y 
our doctor, early yesterday morning, a singular 
piece of luck for the first attempt at such game. 
He did not return till lato last evening, when 
lie found that a different land of sport was to 
he pursued, and after a few hours rest lie, with 
one companion, galloped their tired horses after 
the tioops, a by no means safe or agreeable 
ride, ^though happily accomplished without in- 
terruption. ^ 

Tuesday, June 1 

I read another mystery on the face of a 
friend this morning, which on being explained 
related to a despatch from Colonel Malcolm, 
announcing his intention of engaging the enemy 
* to-day, whose force amounts to about 3,000, 
whilst our little Band scarce numbers 300 I 
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heard distinctly tlio Looming oT cannon at 
intervals during the afternoon, and the anxiety 
anil suspense were very Lard to bear. Fortu- 
nately I Lad plenty on my Lands, in looting 
after my late maid, who, poor tiling, was obliged 
to leave me a fortnight ago, and was established ' 
with her husband in a little houso near ours. 
Tins morning she was taken ill, and brought 
forth a little son. I have engaged a Portu- 
guese Ayah for myself, hut my greatest comfort 
in the house is in old James, our soldier ser- 
vant, who is left to look after mo, and with 
whom I feel sure baby is safe. 

This evening I rode with Mr. G to the top 

of a high rocky hill, from whence we could see 
Nurgoond looming black and murky out of the 
plain. Heavy clouds were gathering, and occa- 
sional flashes of lightning promised a renewal of 
the monsoon. Oh, how I longed to know what 
was doing at that distant hill ! I received a little < 

scrap in pencil from L without date, hut 

evidently written yesterday, saying he was just 
going to join Colonel Malcolm. By the wish of 
our good Commandant I went to-day to offer what * 
accommodation I could to a lady in the canton- 
ment, whose brother being away was with her 
sister left alone; and as Colonel M did not 
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think it altogether quite safe outside the fort, 
it was arranged that one sister should come to 
sleep m my house, and the other and her 
children in another bungalow m the fort, till 
things look a little brighter My guest did not 
' arriYO till quite late in the evening, and, to save 
appearances with the Natives, she and her sister 
have agreed to go out and live during the day 
in their own house 

■Wednesday, Juno 2 

After a little sleep, I awoke to the con 
sciousncss of anxiety and suspense Toby 
growled and barked during most of the night , 
but I am losing tlio thought of personal fear, 
m overwhelming anxiety for those m tho field 

A letter from Captain T , who has jmned 

tho force, came m to day, describing Colonel 
Malcolm, with his Horse, having attacked a 
body of the enemy which had sallied out of tho 
fort, and driven them hack with the loss of fifty 
men , a few were wounded, but none killed on 
our side Colonel Malcolm s horse received a 
sabre cut The Artillery were not engaged in 

this action , but at the moment Captain T 

wrote, they were firing into and endeavouring 
to clear the town These were the guns I 
hoard yesterday Thank God 1 no had news , 
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but ono docs .vo pine and ilu’rst for particulars. 
I go every day to seo tlio sick men in the hos- 
pital, to tell them what nows I hear, which is 1 
always rccoivcd with extreme interest. A com- 
pany of 20th Native Infantry^ from Belganm 
came in this morning, and aro to go on in the 
evening with tho whole remaining men of the 
74th Highlanders, whonro to be replaced here by; 
.two companies of Her Majesty’s GGth, expected 
to-night ; and, in the intervening hours, both the 
fort gates are to be guarded by our twelve gun- 
ners, it not being thought advisable to entrust 
them to the Sepoys. Considering the state of 
the public mind, what appears to me a foolish 
thing is being done here now ; i. e., the counting 
the money in the Treasury, which happens to 
be unusually full. Two officers, with native 
clerks, are employed in tliis duty, and yester- 
day counted rupees to the amount of 150,000/. ; 
and there will, perhaps, be as much more to- 
day, while Sepoy sentries look in with greedy . 
eyes at the piles of silver on the floor. Kind 

Colonel M came to tell me the evening 

news; which was, the establishment of our 
troops in the town of Nurgoond, situated at the 
foot of the hill, where it is supposed they will 
•remain quietly blocking up the rebels in the 
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fort till the arrival of the -tardy siege-tram. 
There is good news from a Madras column, 
who have taken the fort of Copal, and killed 
Bun Rao, who lind fled thither from Nurgoond. 

It is hoped this may frighten the Rajah of the 
latter place, and shorten the business. Go- 
vernment offers a reward of 10,000 rupees for 
his capture. It appears that ho was impelled 
to the homd murder of poor Mr. Hanson by 
revenge for the latter’s capture of liis dearest 
friend, Jumlcundee ; and it is also said, that the 
Ranee of Nurgoond is, in a great measure, at 
the bottom of tho rebellion. They have no 
children, and our Government havo refused to 
Sanction tho Mahratta custom of the adoption 
of on heir to the throne, which, in the event of 
the Rajah's death, .gives the regency and su- 
preme authority to his widow ; but now, leaving 
no successor, liis Jliaghirc will lapse to our rule, 
and the Ranee’s power be at an end. 

The Madras Post was stopped this morning 
about four miles from tins station, and the con- 
tents of the hag torn np, and scattered to the 
'winds. Some of the alarmists try to frighten me 
about my daily rides, to which I look forward as 

my greatest refreshment ; but Colonel M 

supports me in my opinion that there is no danger 
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on horseback. This evening we rode to a liill 
surmounted by a Hindoo temple, from whence 
we had a fine view over the plain ; and I never 
saw Nnrgoond stand out so distinctly, — even 
the very scarpings of the rock could be dis- 
tinguished. • It thundered a good deal this 
evening; and late, just after the departure, of 
the Highlanders, two companies of Her Ma-. 
jesty’s 6Gth marched in, every lady in the sta- 
tion sending her gary to bring in the foot- 
sore men, who had marched from Belgaum in 
three days. 

■Wednesday, June 3. 

A few lines arrived from L just as I was 

going out this moniing, saying they were in 
possession of the town of Nurgoond, but had 
expended nearly all their ammunition, and . 
there is ?ione here to send them, except the little 

belonging to Mr. G ’s one gun, which will 

be despatched this evening. God was very > 
merciful to my dear husband, who had a most 
narrow escape. Galloping through the town 
at the head of his men, he heard a tremendous 
explosion behind him; and, looking hack, be- 
hold the leading gun, men, and horses, blown 
into the air, by the explosion of a train of gun- 
powder. The two drivers were badly wounded, 

e 
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two torses lolled on tlie spot, and the others so 

-much burnt that they cannot survive. L 

wrote on a scrap of paper, (none of the 
baggage having come up,) and the men had 
been without food for twenty-four hours. On 
my return from my morning ride, Colonel 

M looked in, to say a despatch from Colonel 

Malcolm, dated three hours later than my 
note, had arrived, saying, that tho enemy had 
•evacuated the IJort, and were in fall flight, and 
that he and the Artillery were off in pursuit. 
The escape of the Rebels is unfortunate, but I 
hope a good many will be caught : somehow or 
other, this is the way things are always managed 
in this country. If the whole of our forco had 
been despatched in time, it could not have hap- 
•pened. There is reason to believe the Chief has 
gone towards Kopal, not knowing it had been 
taken, in which case wo may hope to catch him . 
It is not known what has become of the Ranee, 
but in part of the palace was found a quantity 
of sandal-wood prepared for a funeral pile : how- 
ever, I suppose she preferred the chance of a 
lengthened life, even in obscurity. A pro- 
clamation, taking possession of the territories 
of Nurgoond in the Queen's name, is being 
prepared, to be published all over the country. 
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A batteiy of Bombay Artillery marched into 
Dlmnvar to-day, cn routo to tlio scene of action ; 
but boing too lato, they will now bo detained 
till further accounts arrivo. Onr excellent' 
Chaplain gives evening services on Wednesdays 
and Fridays ; and to-night, in his sermon, ho 
alluded to tho present times of peril, impressing 
the duty of submission to, and unbounded trust 
in, an All-merciful Providenco. 


Friday, Jano 4. 

Mr. G and I rodo out this morning to 

meet the long-expected siege train, dragging its 
lazy length along tho road. Snch miles of carts 
for the materiel belonging only to six heavy guns, 
give some idea of the carriage required for a 
siege. The siege train was accompanied by # 
another company, 66th, under our old friend 

Captain T . Our Fort is now over full, and 

some of the troops will have to go back again to 
Belgaum before the field force returns, but I 
fancy the heavy guns will be left here. Letters 
arrived from my husband, telling me of their 
start towards Kopal ; it is probable that, finding 
it taken and Bim Bao slain, they may soon come 
in, if all remains quiet. The Btory of the short 
campaign is simply this. As soon as the little 
-* 
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force from liere joined Colonel Malcolm and liis 
150 Malimtta Horse, a rcconnaissancewas made, 
and they eat down in a camp about five miles 
from Nurgoond. A party of about 2,000 of the 
rebels, beaded by tlie Rajah, Rallied out from 
the Fort on the afternoon of Tuesday, Juno 1st, 
and Colonel Malcolm dashed at them with his 
flying horse, cutting up about forty ; and by the 
time the Artillery and 74th came up, the rest 
had retreated into the town. Skirmishers were 
thrown out, and the gnns opened firo, and, 
gradually advancing, drove the enemy to evacu- 
ate the town and to take refuge in tho Fort. It 
is a large place, and hy the time our troops took 
possession they had only eight rounds of ammu- 
nition left. The practice of the two little guns 
• was beautiful, searching every corner ; and, 
excepting the sufferers from tho explosion, no 
casualties occurred on our side, though the 
enemy’s musketry rattled pretty freely between 
the intervals, and one or two great guns from 
the Fort boomed overhead. The . principal 
Brahmins had taken refuge in a large temple, 
into the midst of which the howitzer dropped 
three shells in succession. Thirteen dead 
Brahmins were afterwards found in this temple, 
and the rest, finding the place too hot to hold 
o 2 ft 
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them, fled with great precipitation. Tlio haril- 
ilar of tho temple, or chief priest, either afraid 
of tho consequences of his implication in tho 
rebellion, or else unable to enduro tho desecra- 
tion to which his holiest places would lie ex- 
posed, drowned himself in n tank close to tlio 
palace. The town being ours, Colonel Malcolm 
sent for tho baggage, tinder a party of High- 
landers, to como in from tlio camp ; but by a 
suspicious mistake tlioy were fired upon in the 
dark by tho Sepoys of tho 28th N.I., and re- 
turned to their camp to await daylight. . 

At sore n o’clock on the following morning, 
tlio 2nd June, tho storming party proceeded to 
ascend the steep and rugged pathway leading 
from tho town to tho principal entrance of the 
Fort, consisting of two gateways (one a very' 
strong one lined with iron), which were pro- 
posed to bo blown open by powder bags, ad- 
justed by Lieutenant White, Bombay Engineers, 
and Lieutenant Burn, Bojal Artillery, who had 
Volunteered for the duty. Happily it was not 
required of them. They approached unmolested. 
Not a shot was fired, or man seen, until they were 
within a few yards of the gate, when a single 
head peeped over, who was instantly saluted 
by a couple of rifles, though without effect, and 
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lio then commenced tin-owing stones on his 
assailants. A soicar now stepped forward, 
offering to scale the wall, and in an instant he 
had climbed to the top, and, unbarring the 
gate, admitted our advancing party to an empty 
Fort, containing only a few frightened natives of 
no rank, three of whom were seized with such a 
panic that, not listening to the assurances of 
* our troops that they would be spaied if they 
surrendered, they jumped over the precipice 
and were dashed to pieces. Thus fell Nurgoond, 
without a blow being struck in its defence 1 It 
is the strongest Fort on this side India, and had 
bid defiance even to the victorious Tippoo Sahib, 
and even now fifty resolute men might have held 
it for a long time, and rendered- the town below 
perfectly untenable for our little force. It is said 
that when the Rajah of Nurgoond fell upon poor 
Mr. Manson, ho cut off Ins head with his own 
hand, and, holding it up, exclaimed, “ Now you 
cannot arrest me, as you did my brother Jum- 
kundee ! ” Mr. Manson’s headless body was 
left on the spot of his murder, and has been 
taken to Kaladghee and buned. What became 
of the head is not yet known. 

* Saturday, Jane 5 

, uho has ridden m fiom Nui- 


Mr. E- 
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goond, came to see me, and tell me all the 
gossip of “the campaign.” One never heard 
of a more arrant set of cowards than the rebels 
proved themselves, and they were "butchered 
like sheep by the Sepoys of the 28th, who, 
when their blood is np, are wonderfully cruel. 
There was one poor inoffensive old man, living 

just outside the town, who, as L dashed 

by, was on his knees begging for mercy. Of 
course, no Englishman would have harmed him, 

and it never occurred to L that an order to 

protect him was necessary, hut somehow after- 
wards liis mind misgave him. On inquiry it 
proved too true, that the poor old creature and 
his family had all been murdered in cold blood 
by their own -countrymen ! Of course, the 
townspeople have suffered a good deal, hut such 
is the sad effect of war. It is said that the 
prize-money ought to be large, and the soldiers 
have got a good deal of plunder, though mixed 
with valuables there was a quantity, past belief, 
of English Brummagem rubbish. 

The Rajah’s conduct is perfectly idcomprehen- 
siblo ; ono cannot imagine wliy be provoked such 
an attack, if be was not prepared to hold his Fort. 
But his career is nearly over. "Wfien ho fled 
from Nurgoond, ho took with him seven of his 


CAPTURE OF THE RWAH. 


199 


principal followers, (all of whom were present at 
Mr. Manson’s murder,) and repaired to the 
jungle on the hanks of the Mnlpurba, not far 
from Ramdroog. Mr. Soutar, head of the Bel- 
gamn police, was after him with his soicars, 
and all the day of the 2nd was dogging his 
steps*, and towards sunset the Rajah, having 
left his horse and arms, was taken, literally 
* hiding in a hush, and, with his retainers, has 
been sent for trial to Belgaum. The bodies of 
the Ranee and the Rajah's mother were found 
drowned in the river at some distance, thns 
completing the catastrophe of the Nurgoond 
family. Binding Hopal taken and all disturb- 
ances over in that direction, Colonel Malcolm 
sent my husband back to command at Nur- 
goond, and try and restore things to an orderly 
settled state ; which is somewhat difficult in the 
confusion and licence of a sacked town. One of 
his troubles has been with the Rajah’s elephants. 
Of course, the mahouts had fled, and there was 
no one to feed them, or give them water, and 
they were nearly in a rabid state before a mahout 
from a distance could be procurdB, at great 
trouble and expense. 4 A worse difficulty has 
been how to dispose of the dead bodies, which 
are very numerous, and no native will touch 
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them. He wag going to have a great fire lit# 
and make the soldiers • bum them. Amongst 
others, there was the swelled and distorted 

corpse of a Brahmin, lying near L *s 

quarters, which was dreadfully offensive, but 

which nobody would remove, and L- did 

not like to have any indignity shown to ifr, as a 
Brahmin is considered so very sacred a per- 
sonage that any insult to one of that caste 
might almost have caused a mutiny among the 
Sepoys. 

Monday, June 7. 

L sent to-day for some cholera medicine, 

as the place is getting unhealthy from tho 
stench of the dead bodies, and many of our 
people are ill ; but ho expects soon to return 
homo. 

Tuesday, Juno 8. 

Dr. A came in to breakfast, having 

ridden on in advanco of tho column, with tho 

joyful news for mo that L would bo in by 

ono o'clock, having left his two guns under Hr. 

B to garrison Nurgoond, and mado a forced 

march straight in hero with somo ammunition 
waggons. I lmd got rcfidy to ride and meet 
L — — , when a figure, so disguised in gay 
turbans and prize shawls that I did not know 
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him, stood before me, sa)*mg, “blaster in Fort," 
and X recognized Ins servant “ Radar," re- 
splendent in loot. I rushed out, and found my 
dear husband quite well, tho excitement having 
prevented airy return of fever. 

Poor Mr. Manson’s head was found in a lank 
yesterday, and buned. His socks and hat were 

found in tho palace. L has brought very 

few tokens of his “ war," except a camel, which 
he bought cheap, thinking to sell him to advan- 
tage ; hut I am much touched by the number- 
less bits of small loot brought for me by tho men 
and officers. Among them I may mention several 
copper Gods, or Rammysammies as they aro 
called, and tho whole paraphernalia off the altar 
in the great temple (consistmg of an idol of 
black marble, m the shape of a bull, a brass 
lamp and extinguisher, and a copper spoon for 
the oil); besides which I have a tmj chest. of * 
drawers, taken out of the Ranee’s room in tho 
palace, and containing reels of gold and silver 
thread, and a beautiful silver-handled chowrie, 
or fly-swisher, also found in the palace. I fancy 
the soldiers have got a good deal, but owing to 
Ii- being ordered m pursuit, and the conse- 

quent abandonment of the town to the licence of 
the camp followers, every thing of value v. as so 
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ntterlj destroyed that there is little left to he sold 
for prize-money. Mr. G takes out ammu- 

nition to-night to the Fort, and is to bring back 
here another gun from Kaludghee. The Bom- 
bay Artillery and one company of the 5Gth 
march away this evening on their return to 
Belgaum. 
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CHAPTER YHI. 

INTERMITTENT FEVER — LIZZIE’S ADVENTURE TRIAL 

AND EXECUTION .OF THE RAJAII — THEATRICALS AND 
BALLS— -THE MOHURRUN — PICNIC — VISIT. TO THE 
DESSAYES OF H1BLEE — NATIVE IADIES. 

Saturday, Juno 12. 

In consequence of -what lias come to light at- 
the trial of the Rajah of Nurgoond, there have 
been numerous arrests hero of those who were 
considered* among the most trustworthy of tho 
natives ; and tho Nazir, or head-official of the 
gaol, appears to have been at the bottom of a 
plot for letting loose the prisoners, when on a 
given day (fortunately for us anticipated by 
three days by the outbreak at Nurgoond), were 
to join in executing an order of Nana Sahib’s 
* to “ secure the fort of Dhancar” Considering 
the existence of this deep-laid scheme, which 
was kept so secret to the last, it is little short 
of a miracle that we escaped without * some 
struggle. A Commission is sitting on the prin- 
cipal rebels at Nurgoond, and fourteen were 
B'no't yesterday. The Kajah himself is con- 
demned to be hung to-day at Belgaum; the 
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moral influence of which execution will bo the 
greater, as'tlie natives clung to a hope that, from 
liis high rank and caste, be would bo spared, as 
they declared tbo rope was not made that could 

bang a Brahmin. L , who was quite well 

in the excitement of the field, has been suffering 
ever since be came home with a return of fever. 

Wednesday, Juno 16. 

• Poor L has been so^ill all this time, 

that kind Colonel M insists on our return 

to our old quarters in his Louso for change of 
air. Tbo stories which como out each day of 
the plot to murder tlio Europeans at this sta- 
tion, and of tho tampering with the Sejioy regi- 
ment, «mako ono feel doubly thankful for otir 
merciful escapo from great danger nmWrouble. 

I beard an anccdoto of Knflirland to day, which, 
though perfectly irrelevant to our adventures 
hero, is so amusing that I must record it, par- 
ticularly as my informant vouched for its truth. 
At an outpost, far up tho country, resided an 
officer and liis wife. Tbo latter was warned by 
her husband not to venture alone far from tbo 
house ; but one day, imprudently going beyond 
her usual limits, she encountered a wild-looking 
Kaffir, who took tier by the lmnd, mid would l>o 
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moved by no entreaties to suffer her to depart. 
He made ber Git down, and, nn tying Lor bonnet, 
let down her long fair hair, at which ho ex- 
pressed rapturous admiration. Ho next took 
off her gloves, and appeared enchanted with 
her white hands ; and then proceeded to divest 
her of shoes and stockings, and wondered at 
her little white feet. How much further he 
would have earned his investigations, it is im- 
possible to say, had *not. the poor lady been 
rescued by a party of squawB, who, with jea- 
lousy m their looks and gestures, rushed upon 
the Kaffir, thus giving her the opportunity of 
escaping to her home. The next morning the 
lady and her husband were awakened at an 
early hour by a great chattering under their 
window ; and, on inquiring the cause of the dis- 
turbance, the gentleman was accosted by the 
hero of the previous day, who had been so im- 
pressed by the charms of our fan country- 
woman, that he had come with tuche squaws, 
to make the liberal offer of exchanging them 
for the gentleman’s wife, and was not a little 
surprised when his generous terms uere re- 
fused i 

Friday, June IS 

Last night, as Colonel M was soundlj 
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sleeping with his favourite spaniel, “Lizzie," 
on a chair at his side, he was awakened by a 
tremendous scuffle in his room (which had .a 
door open to the verandah), chairs overturned, 
fnmituro disarranged, mingled with the cries of 
Lizzie, and the growls of another and .larger 
animal. After struggling for a minnto or two, 
they swept off down the verandah past our 
room, waking mo with tho most dismal yells I 
ever hoard, and the .galloping footfall of some 
large beast. Tho poor Colonel was distracted. 
In the dead of night, his room entered, and 
his Lizzie carried off; the darkness bo thick, 
that he could sec nothing, and could only call 
his poor favourite, whoso cries of distress soon 
died away in tho far di.stnnco ! Ho lay awake, 
in no enviable state of miml, and with the 
earliest (lawn arose to send all the household, 
and search in every direction himself for tho 
abducted Lizzie, who was found, trembling and 
panting, with one eyo nearly out, and various 
small hurts, on the very centre of the dining* 
table in tho mess bungalow. Poor doggie! 
she growled and trembled on entering the room 
where her peaceful alnmber* lmd Won so rudely 
dislurlied. It is impossible to sav, with cer- 
tainly, who the intruder was; probably, ajsrlal 



lizzie's adventure. 


207 


or hyena — neither of them agreeable visitors 
in one’s bedroom. 

Monday, Juno 21. 

Fresh treasons como to light every day among 
the nativo officials at this Btation. The Pandit 
(a sort of schoolmaster) of the Sepoys has been 
apprehended, on suspicion of having circulated 
among them a story that the greased cartridges 
were going to be forced on them; an idea readily 
believed, and* causing much discontent among 
them. At Nurgoond and Belgaum trials and 
hangings* continue daily, and some rebels are 
to be sent here for execution as a salutary 
•warning, Belgaum is bristling -with cannon; 
the guns intended for the defence of this place 
have been detained there; and though they 
have nearly three European regiments in camp, 
a panic prevails, while we- are left with only 
a handful of stout English hearts to defend a 
dilapidated Fort, containing only three guns, 
and those field-pieces. However, I believe the 
wholesome fear of the Sahibs is on the increase, 
and we are safe enough. 


Tuesday, June 22 

ptiuT uVtin Tti-headel Pony, who was so 
tame, and of whom I was very fond, was left 
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alone for five minutes in a room this morning ; 
and when I came hack, had disappeared, 
leaving no memento hut a feather from his 
tail. A horrid cat must have jumped in at tho 
window, and carried him off. I am disconso- 
late, for he was the drollest and most original 
little bird I ever saw. He always walked about 
our breakfast-table, helping himself from every 
dish, and invariably scolded if he did not get 
the first bite at the eggs; and whenever I came 
near him, he began chattering and scolding, 
and spreading his tail. There never *was such 
a nice little Polly ! 

' Some of the Nurgoond rebels were sent to be 
executed here, and arrived to-day from Belgaum ; 

and Judge R actually turned them out of the 

gaol, on account of some informality in the word- 
ing of the warrant *for their execution, thereby 
risking their escape, as they are only guarded by 
Sepoys. Extraordinary as it may sound, it is 
nevertheless true, that most of the Civil officials 
in this country think the rebels harshly treated, 
disapprove of the Military Commission for try- 
ing them, and are indignant at the arrests of 
their suspected subordinates. Such infatua- 
tion, after' the recent plots that have been 
brought to light, is difficult to believe. Some 
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evil- disposed person circulated n report in tlio 
bazaars to-day, tlmt tlie English soldiers were 
going to loot the 'town of Dharwar,* as they did 
Nargoond, naming an hour for the beginning. 

It eveited gTcat terror among the natives, and 
the chief inhabitants instantly set off with their 
families and property to take refuge in the 
neighbouring villages; and, notwithstanding 
evciy step was taken to stop tho panic and 
reassnre the poor frightened people, they wore 
flying from the town by bnndrcrls in evcjy di- # 
rection daring the afternoon. Reports of 
this kind aro ranch to be lamented, tending to 
injure the confidence in ns of the unoffending 
population : indeed, if they wero roused to tho- 
roughly turn against us, the country would be 
untenable, even as a military possession. 


SiturOay, June 2G 

"NYe heard some ennous anecdotes of the trial 
of the Rajah of Nurgoond from an eye-witness. 
He confessed every thing, and, when describing 
the way he retired with his large force before 
Colonel Malcolm's handful ’of Sowars, he said, 
he did not know how it was ; Ills arms were 
ready to fight, his head and his legs were 
ready to fight,* hut there was a something here 
• v 
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(tapping liis side) which would not fight, and so 
lie was obliged to rnn away, and he supposed 
his followers’ suffered from the same complaint. 
The poor wretch had a great horror of being 
hung, as it occasions loss of caste, and repeat- 
edly petitioned to be blown away from a gun, 
which prayer was very properly refused ; hut there 
was no occasion for the blundering which kept 
him in front of the gallows for three-quarters 
of an hour, whilst the drop was being •adjusted, 
and finally used a rope so thin that it broke, 
and he had to be hung a second time in horrible 
torture. Certainly poor Mr. Manson was 
avenged ! The Jack Ketches in this country 
are very bad performers: a .great fuss was 
made about the erection of tfie gallows here 
for the poor wretches who were hanged yester- 
day ; an Engineer officer and one of the 
collectors combining their talents to produce 
some very perfect piece of mechanism, which, 
however, totally failed at the moment of execu- 
tion, so that strangulation had to bo resorted 
to, to end the struggles of one poor victim. 
These sort of scenes naturally make the natives 
believe we care ns little for human suffering as 
they do. 
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Monday, June 28. 

A grand parade of all the troops took place 
this afternoon to hear a Proclamation read, to 
the effect 'that Gwalior is retaken, and onr ally 
the Maharajah reinstated on the throne of lus 
ancestors . A Toyal salute was fired, and numbers 
of spectators assembled, though I douht much 
whether they understood what it was all about. 

The bachelors of Dliarwar gave a hall in the 
evening; the attendance consisted of about 
thirty-five people, almost all dancers, and the - 
whole affair went* off so merrily that repetitions 
are talked of, and private theatricals are on the 
topis. * 

ft Monday, July 19 

All this time* has been spent in getting up 
and rehearsing a grand theatrical entertain- 
ment. A pretty little stage has been fitted up 

in one end of Colonel M ’s bungalow, with 

simple scenery, painted by amateur hands. 
The merry meetings have been frequent, almost 
daily, to settle matters and perfect parts, and 
have canse*d so much fun and amusement, one 
can hardly believe wq,were so nearly involved 
in the horrors of war but one short month ago l 
The first regular performance took place this 
evening, the pieces selected being, “ A Romance 
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under Difficulties,” and “ In for a Holiday and 
immediately afterwards the party, adjourned to 
the mess-house, and merrily danced the re- 
mainder of the ovening. The weather has 
been very wet lately, hut we have usually con- 
trived to get our daily rides, and in a large 
cavalcade we galop over the beautiful country 
in every direction. A band plays twice a week 
in the evening, when all the society meet 
together, and on intervening evenings the 
banks of a large tank are a place of general 
resort. In short, we are eminently sociable, 
and, chiefly owing to the good sense and kind- 
ness of heart of one in high positron, who is 
universally loved and looked up to, this S&iion 
is remarkably free from the petty bickerings and 
jealousies so common in India. 

We have" bought a magnificent pair of spotted 
bullocks, who go like horses, and the greatest 
delight of our driver is to pass every carriage 
we come near. One of onr friends who has 
been an excursion to Belgaum thus describes 
the mode of crossing the Hooblee river, which, 
though only a ditch when we came over it, 
is now swelled by the monsoon to a broad and 
rapid torrent. There is no boat, but passen- 
gers are taken across four or five .at a time, 
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in a large copper pan used xn sugor-boihug, 
which, from the yiolencc of the current, spins 
round and round, causing no real danger, 
(except it struck on a rock) hut much dis- 
comfort to the passengers. Horses and cattle 
are made to Bmm over. The supmeness of 
those m authority is remarkable in not un- 
proving such a state of things, on the road 
between Jtbe two great stations of the South 
Mnhratta country. If the late outbreak had 
been delayed tdl now, no troops could have 
been got here from Belgaum without great 
delay. 

* Wednesday, August 4 

The Black Plain is charming to ride over, 
when there has been three or four da} s' fine 
weather, the soil light and soft like sawdust for 
the horses’ feet The crops are just beginning 
to come up, and are beautiful specimens of 
farming , the seed is dibbled m straight rows, 
and not a weed is to be seen It is the most 
fertile soil in the world, and never requires 
manure, hut theie is a regular succession of 
crops A second set of private theatricals, 
followed by a dance, took place this evening , 
the pieces were, “ Onlj a Halfpennj,” and 
** Box and Cox, which has the charm of 
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novelty in India, though so hackneyed at homo. 
There are crowds of beggars and frightfully dis- 
torted objects in this station, who, on the 
principle that charity is a part of religion, 
always choose Sunday on which to parade their 
deformities and demand alms. There is a 
woman who is stiffened in a sitting posture and 
walks on her hands, and various other importu- 
nate mendicants, besides the one I previously 
mentioned who comes in his carriage ; but, in 
borriblo distortion, none come np to a creature 
who walks quite nimbly on all fours, Jiko a 
great baboon l He wears sandals on liis bands, 
and his knee-joints nro quite stiff, and his 
attenuated hind legB exactly rcsemblo tboso of 
a bird I 

Wednesday, August II. 

A largo breakfast-party assembled at the 
mess-room this morning, and immediately com- 
menced decorating the room for a ball given 
by tlio ladies of tho station, which was to 
como off in tho evening. Cart-loads of flowers 
and evergreens were contributed from even' 
garden, and never before, I believe, was a 
ball-room bo beautifully adorned. Twelve 
long garlands of tho gayest flowers, woven bv 
fair hands, were hung in festoons from lamp to 
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lamp, and from tlie centre to the corners of the 
room ; round the -walls, circles of green sur- 
rounded tlio side-lights. Merrily we worked, 
and completed the task in time for an early 
dinner, after which wo refreshed ourselves with 
a canter, preparatory to the evening’s gaieties, 
which were kept up and enjoyed with great 
spint. It is curious to mark the anxiety caused 
by the aijrival of the English Mail in this land 
of banishment; for instance, two or three 
people were late in coming to the hall this 
evening, and there were whispers and anxious 
fears that they had had bad news. However, 
on this occasion, happily, the fears were 
groundless, and nothing occurred to mar the 
hilarity of the evening. 

Baby has had a present made him of a very 
small tattoo or pony, which, coming from Nnr- 
goond, we have named “ Rajah.” The moment 
he is let loose he canteis up to the bouse, and 
leaping up the steps into the verandah, he sub- 
mits to be led up and down, while liis little 
master is held on his back ; and then, going 
into the house, he helps himself to bread off the 
dining-table, and, pushing open the door with his 
trose, generally makes 'his exit through my 
bedroom, which opens on a level with the garden. 
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Wednesday, August 18. 

The Muliainmedan Festival of the IMokurran 
is dow going on, producing a great deal of 
tomtoming and other discordant sounds ; and 
processions of gaily-dressed women and child- 
ren may frequently he met. The festival is hi 
honour of Hussein and Hossein, two brothers, 
who were martyred. To-day thero wife a ' 
7 mutch danced in tlieir honour at an old mosquo 
in tho fort, by men dressed in green jackets, 
with bangles on their ankles, who, joining hands, 
swayed their bodies backwards and forwards, 
chanting a monotonous tunc. Yesterday we 
met a party going about with their bodies 
painted blue, with red spots, and their heads 
crowned with pointed paper caps about tlirco 
feet high. I never saw any thing so diabolical - 
looking, except in tlio last scene of “ Robert 1c 
Dinble.” In this guise, they call themselves 
monkeys. Sometimes tho paint is j-ellow 
and black; and then they fancy they repre- 
sent tigers, and endeavour in their movements 
to imitate tho real animals. Tho Jlnssulniqni 
w omen and children invariably join in all tho 
processions; and the -former arc unveiled, 
though thero are a few of ii strict sect of Mu- 
hainmedunswho keep their women in retirement. 
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Friday, August 20 

Being tho last day but one of the Molinrran, 
the fun grew fast and furious ; crowds assem- 
bled m the fort, and performed various fantastic 
pantomimes Some, dressed in real slans of 
animals, formed a wild dance ; going through 
the actions of a mimic chasso in tlio most ah 
surd manner, hemg caught with nets and ropes 
by men supposed to be the hunters. They 
howled to the music of a kind of abortive kettle- 
drum, a little further on we were attracted 
by a ring of dancers dressed in plaid jackets, 
lined with yellow, and red turbans, each orna 
mented hy a spng of yellow leaves They 
were adorned with large silver bangles and 
other ornaments, and, linked arm m arm, 
moved round in a circle to the measure of a 
monotonous chant, of winch we could only 
distinguish the frequent repetition of the woid 
“ Mussulmam 

The courtyard of the mosque was thronged 
with people of both sexes, and jn ?t were 
two largo fires, made of tarred wood, brought 
in handles, as an offering , and streams 
of worshippers kept continually pouring in, 
bearing chatties ofl their heads, containing 
ghee, nee, or some other donation In one 
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comer we observed a poor sheep, decked with 
flowers ; when suddenly a man advanced, knife 
in hand, and in a moment he was dead, and 
ready for the bumt-offering. One of our ser- 
vants, who was mingling with the tlirong, came 
forward and asked if we wished to penetrate 
into the interior of the mosque ; and, on our 
expressing a wish, to that effect, the crowd im- 
mediately fell hack, and made way for us to 
mount the steps leading in to the holy place. * 
The principal Priest and others wero squatted 
round a small fire in the centre; into which 
they threw incense, and small portions of the 
offerings. At the back was a tarbut, or repre- 
sentation of the tomb of Hussein and Hosscin, 
being merely a gay curtain, with five brazen 
ornaments fastened on it. The Priest camo 
forward and salaamed to us, tlirowing over my 
neck a necklace of jessamino flowers. Then ho 
presented each of ns with a lime ; and, finally, 
asked for fivo pics backshish (about ljd.). The 
noise all this time was more tlinn I know how 
to describe : besides many different ami dis- 
cordant instruments, there were tho songs of 
the “tigers,” and tho dancers in plaid, and of 
another set, clad in pink jackets, with very 
tight white pantaloons, and every one in tho 
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crowd was talking and shouting at the full 
stretch of lhs voice ; so that there was not the 
Smallest appearance of reverence or religious 
feeling in any one. The mosque itself is a 
ransliackle old bam, covered with whitewash, 
but esteemed very holy. On. descending the 
steps, we observed two persons, a man and 
a woman, lying at full length in the dust close 
to the great altar, where a fire was burning, 
and some people were employed in rolling them 
over and over, like two sacks, till they had 
gone all round the altar. This was a species 
of penance, not for past sins, but as a pro- 
pitiatory act to procure some coveted blessing.' 

The whole scene was very picturesque : tho 
bright-coloured dresses of both sexes, the child- 
ren covered with silver ornaments, and wearing 
grotesque caps; some. with their faces and 
bodies speckled with red and white paint; 
while the men were generally ornamented with 
necklaces and bracelets of- red and yellow 
worsted. All classes and castes mingled in 
the common holiday : the rich merchant, the 
domestic servant, the common labourer, and 
the Sepoy, — the latter easily distinguished by 
his jaunty air, a silk jacket of brilliant colonr 
— say blue, or lilac — white pyjamas (a cloth 
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answering (ho purpose of trousers) hanging 
in graceful folds ; and n very small puggree 
(or turban), cocked on one side, with nn end 
hanging over tho shoulder; a few women of 
higher rank, wearing white sarecs; whilst the 
humbler class were clad in red, orange, or Wne. 
Every one salaamed at tho bottom of the steps 
leading to tho mosque. I was surprised at tho 
ready admittance they granted to tis, and the 
attentions and homttgo wo received woro unbe- 
coming, according to our- ideas, when offered 
in a templo dedicated to the Creator. There 
was a strong odour of bhang among these 
devout followers of Mulmmmcd, and many of 
tho dancers were evidently much oxcitcd. 

It is difficult to believe that tho Mussulmanis 
arc not equally idolaters with their Hindu breth- 
ren ; and, in point of {net, their worship is but 
littlo more pure or spiritual, and they join in the 
revelry of tho Hindu holidays, in the same man- 
ner as they permit the Hindus to take part in 
theirs. To-morrow the festival is to be closed 
by dipping the little silk and tinsel pagodas, 
ealled tarbuts, into the water of the tank ; 
which, of course, will offer a fine opportunity 
for the display of more processions. 
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Honda) , August 23 

I paul a second visit to the gaol, chiefly for 
the purpose of seeing the workshops. They 
weave little besides tent-cloth now, the de- 
mand for it being so great The looms are 
pretty much like English ones, except that 
they are only raised about four inches from the 
floor ; and the weaver is seated in a hole, ent 
in the mud floor, opposite the centre of each 
loom. The cotton is spun and wound tm 
the premises We nest examined the paper- 
making process, which is of the simplest and 
rudest description, and the paper produced 
the very coarsest kind of wlntcybrown, suffi- 
ciently sized to hear being written upon ; and 
it is used for native writing and official en- 
velopes There is a silk manufactory, which 
was not at work , hut wc saw several basket- 
trays full of the silk worms and eggs The 
mulberry-trees thrive remarkably well here, and 
so do the w orms ; and if they were properly 
managed and attended to (which is not the 
case), the silk-works might he a source of con- 
siderable profit to Government 

Tuesday, August 24 

A part) of nineteen equestrians, and two or 
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throe others in gharries, nssombfed this morning 
at six o’clock on a picnic expedition to n pkco 
called Thackerny’s Farm, from haring been 
tho scene of smno experimental fanning by the 
unfortunate Collector Mr. Thackeray, who was 
lulled at the siego of Ivittoor in 1824. A few 
ruined outhouses nlono mark the spot-, in tho 
midst of wild jungle among tho lulls, seven 
miles from Dliorwar. Wo found* tents pitched 
in* readiness ; and proceeded* first to dress, and 
then to scramble up a (jouplc of hills, which 
excited onr appetites to an alarming extent, 
before breakfast. It was a lovely cool day; 
and, after wo had broken our fast, we, that is, 
two other ladies and myself, and several gentle- 
men, sallied forth to oxploro tho country. Wc 
had two^ponics with us, and alternately walked 
or rodo, according to tho nature of the ground, 
and rested from time to time in shady places ; 
sometimes perched on tlio low broad arms of a 
magnificent mongo, at -others under the shade 
of n rocky peak, the summit of one of the hills. 

The views were lovely, and the most benntiful 
flowers and creeping plants hung from every 
bush ; whilst the grass was green and soft under 
our feet. These lulls are covered with what is 
called light jungle ; thaf^is, separate bushes of 
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acacia, bamboo, and various oilier lauds of 
plants, never thick enough to prevent an easy 
passage, though often arching overhead, and 
affording the most ’delightful shade. Wo we ro 
too merry a party to see any of the wild pig, 
or other game with which these woods abound ; 
but some of the gentlemen, who took their guns 
in another direction, more intent on sport than 
laughter, got shots at several deer and antelope. 
Our ramble extended till dinner-time, which 
was half-past three;. after which pigeon-shoot- 
ing matches amused the gentlemen ; and as it 
grew dark we sat round and snug songs, watch- 
ing a beautiful eclipse of tbo moon. When it was 
time to return to the tents to change our dresses 
for our homeward ride, it was discovered that 
lights had been forgotten ; and in pitchy dark- 
ness we ladies had to separate our varions gar- 
ments, don our riding-gear, and pack up the 
rest; luckily, the moonlight was* not sufficiently 
bright to betray a few mistakes and deficiencies. 
We reached home by a different road soon after 
nine, and thus ended our first experience of In- 
dian pic-nics ; and certainly none of the fifteen 
hours had hung at all heavy on our hands; 
though, at first 'hearing, it appears a long time 
to he pleasure -seeking in the same company. * 
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. Saturday, August 2S. 

Yesterday ono of tlio poor men died of dys- 
entery: this is only tho second natural death 
that has occurred in the battery sinco wo Icft^ 
England, thirteen months ago. There have 
been two accidental deaths from drowning ; bnt 
it is a, wonderfully low rate of mortality, among 
200 men. This afternoon was devoted to games 
among tho soldiers. Wheelbarrow races blind- 
fold, and tattoo races, on animals hired in 
tho bazaar, caused great amusement; the 
Highlanders performed many national dances 
and games, such as the Highland Fling, put- 
ting the stone, throwing the hammer, tho sword 
dance, throwing the caber, and foot-races and 
leaping concluded tho entertainments; which 
went off so well, that, in ecstasies of delight, 
tho soldiers ended by cheering nearly every 
officer by name, besides onr excellent Com- 
mandant and the ladies. 


Wednesday, September 1- 

Another theatrical performance came off this 
evening of “ Perfection," followed by “ Dearest 
Elizabeth ; ” and the evening was concluded 
with an hilarious supper, given to the per- 
formers and their friends. 
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Fndaj , September 3 

Another hall, the decoration of the room 
affording an excuse for a morning meeting and 
tiffin Our amusements are sometimes \nncd 

by a hunting party rath Mr S 's beagles ; 

though the sport, as earned on in this 
country, is somewhat cruel The pack consists 
of three very small and prett} hounds , hut so 
fat, thoy can scarcely run One day a wretched 
hare was produced from a basket , and, after 
being anointed all otcr with assnfcctidn, (a pro- 
cess it strongly objected to,) it ran a short 
ring, and was lulled in a bush The next hare 
was beyond the power of suffer mg, having 
died in the basket A parrot’s cage was 
then produced, containing two moro , one of 
which shared the fate of the first but the last, 
though possessed of only three legs, ran straight 
and well, and neorlj succeeded m baffling the 
little doggies, who by this time were quite tired 
and out of breath However, at last they caught 
poor puss, and then, wagging their tads, 
trotted home to breakfast — m wluch we fol 
lowed their example 

Tbursdiy September 9 

Some of the Highlanders, and the two guns 
belonging to the Nurgoond field force, letum 
Q 
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lioro to morrow ; and as wo could sco thoir en- 
campment on tlio Black Plain, wc determined on 
riding out to pay tlicm a visit. We started about 
noon, and found them camped outside a town 
called Hebleo, about six miles off. After sitting 
for some timo in the tents, we sent a message 
to the jagbeerdar, or proprietor of tho place, 
expressing a wish to see Iris Forts, of wbicb 
there are two. There are three brothers, Dcs- 
sayes, [an independent rank, inferior to Rajah,] 
and their loyalty has lately been much sus- 
pected. The town is built entirely of mud ; 
and all the houses have flat roofs. We were 
conducted first to the youngest brother, who 
lives in the biggest Fort ; which was approached 
by zigzag roads through several strong gates, 
each protected by its guard. We were met in 
the inner court by tbe great man himself, who 
was rather a good specimen of a Brahmin — 
tall and thin, with a gentlemanlike air; but 
he had no roof to his mouth, which rendered 
his speech very imperfect. He was dressed in ft 
quilted red satin gown, but old and shabby. 
We were invited to sit in bis durbar ; that is 
to say, a long carpet was spread in a verandah, 
and chairs placed in a row down ono side ; and 
here we sat and bowed, and endeavoured to say 
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n, few civil words. I then asked to mnko my 
salaam to Uio Bibh, lus wives, and was carried 
off into tlic interior of tlio palace-fort, wliero 
tlio rooms wero almost pitcli dark, the only 
ligkt.being from small grated skylights. Thcro 
was no fumitnro of any kind — a carpet and 
chairs being brought in for our accommodation. 
The floors wero of mud, and tho walls white- 
washed, with a red border round tho ceilings, 
which were very low. 1 was presented to four 
Bibis — sallow, ugly women, in crimson or orango 
silk sarces — besides a withered old mother; 
and thcro wore four rather pretty littlo boys, 
of different ages, running nbont. Apparently, 
the native ladies of rank spend their wholo 
lives in absolutely doing nothing. It must be 
very dull. 

On my return to tho gentlemen, wc were 
taken to a look-out tower on the For£ wall, 
from which there is a fine view; and, lastly, 
to the stables, which, except a fine old mare 
and foal, contained nothing but a few 
miserable tattoos. On parting -with our inar- 
ticulate friend, we were conducted through the 
town to the second Fort, inhabited by the two 
elder brothers, who had evidently been pre- 
paring for our reception. We sat round m a 
Q 2 
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duibar room as before, ami packets of betel- 
nut, wrapped in scented leaves, and roses and 
other flow ois, were handed about in a gold 
dish, then rose water and sandal-wood oil 
were poured on our handkerchiefs out of silver 
vessels, and, Iastlj , two Nautch guls, seated 
on the floor, and accompanied by the usual 
hurdyguidy kin d of instrument, began their 
monotonous chant, which nearly sent me to 
sleep After a time I was taken to see the pnn 
cipal Bibi, who had no children, bnt had dressed 
herself out in all her jewels , and her nose 
rings and earrings of pearls, mixed with dia- 
monds and emeialds, weie really beautiful , as 
was also a broad gold collar, with little pend- 
ants which encircled her neck She sat on a 
chair on one side of a carpet, and I on another 
opposite , and aftoi a few salaams, not being 
able to enter into conversation, I retned 

The eldest Dessayewas dre*ssed, doubtless, m 
his holiday garment, wlucli consisted of a jacket 
of English gieen coiduroy, bound with red 
Both brothers conducted ns to the gate of their 
Tort, and we weie escorted through the town 
by the ministers and bead men, and followed 
by nearly the whole population back to the 
camp, from whence we cantered into Dharwar 
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m time for clmner. The revenue of the Htblcc 
Jliagheer is about 2000/. English a year. The 
Forts arc not \ciy strong, being only built of 
mu A, and without ditches, and the) are com- 
manded by a hill overlooking the town. The 
’native princes are so > cry proud of being visited 
by any Sahib, that we were told that, avaricious 
as all Mahrattas are, these Dessa^cs would 
rather have received ns in the foregoing mauner, 
than lia\© been paid a thousand ponnds. 
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CHAPTER IX 

RUMOUR OF CHANOE — EXPEDITION JO NUROOOND ' 
TnE COMET — START ON AN EXCURSION TO THU 
■WESTERN JUNGLES — YI8IT IHOM THE NAWAB OF 
BAYANOOR — CONTINUED RAIN — DIFFICULTIES — TEMTLE 
AT ItANGUL — STATION OF SIROEE — DREAR DOWN 

Monday September 13 

To day L picked up a letter, directed to 

me, off the floor m liis office, where it had 
neaily got overlooked among a mass of papers 

It was from Colonel G- , and contained 

congratulations on L s appointment to the 

command of the D Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, 
now quartered at Poona ! We were extremely 
surprised, having had reasons for believing that 
a different appointment had been made Wo 
shall be Borry to leave our land friends in this 
station Poor Toby has disappeared, greatly 
to my regret He had been on a visit to Mr 

33 at Nurgoond , and, on the return of the 

force, was sent in under the care of Ins servant 
Tho poor dog had been ill, and suddenly was 
♦lost , whether dead or not we cannot say 
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Monday, September 20. 

The TepoTt of L ’s appointment has been 

confirmed, tbongb not officially *, anil it cannot 
appear in orders till tbo arrival of the next 
mail from England. In the mean time wo aro 
harassed by sinister. reports from Central India, 
and rumours that the D Troop, with sorao of 
tho 17th Lancers and 18tli Royal Irish, aro 
to bo sent immediately into tho field. Mhow is 
to ho the head-quarters of tho Royal Horso 
Artillery, which is reckoned n nico station ; but 
the difficulty will be, in theso disturbed times, 
for mo to get there. Our prospects look un- 
pleasant enough ; but it is no uso making any 
plans till the official orders come. . 

Thursday < September 23 

We started at half-past four a.m., on an 
excursion to Nurgoond, accompanied by some 
friends, who drove part of tho way ; whereas 

L and I rode, sending on two relays of 

horses, and accomplished the whole distance 
(thirty-two ‘miles) in three hours and a half. 
Tho moon looked rather threatening; but we 
had no rain, and the black soil roads were 
smooth and soft as a riding-school. On ap- 
proaching Nurgoond, I at onco recognized every* 
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spot, from the excellent drawings that had been 
brought to me. The lock is a splendid mass 
of sandstone, red, with vems of white quartz, 
nsmg perpendicularly out of the plain The 
height is 800 feet, the length about one mile, 
and the breadth one-eighth of *a mile The 
town, a mud one, with flat-roofed houses, is 
built on the lower part of a spur, at the ex- 
treme end of the rock, and contams many white 
temples, and the palace, built on terraces, undei 

the rock L took us first to the principal 

pomts of interest outside the town, the place 
from which he first opened fire, Ac , and we 
endeavoured, but unsuccessfully, to find the 
well in winch poor Mi Hanson’s head was 
found It was concealed among some trees m 
the Rajah’s garden We then went to take up 
our quarters in the palace, which hid been 
prepared for our reception It is at present 
occupied by two companies of the 28tli Native 

Infantry, under Mr A , whose life must 

be rather a solitary one BreaLfast was pre- 
pared m a long room, on the upper storj , for- 
merly the durbar One side was raised as a 
dais; and had a balcony, looking on the palace 
court, which was at present used to picket our 
horses in, and those of about twenty sonars of 
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police, also stationed liere Oui bedroom, evi- 
dent!) tbo state apartment, opened out of the 
durbar, and the walls were covered with most 
delicately executed native paintings, on a red 
ground, representing different scenes in the life 
of an Eastern pnneo — fighting, hunting, and life 
m the Zenana The art of perspective was, of 
course, totally despised, and all the figures 
wero painted with nlnte complexions — an ai 
tistic licence common in the East The loom 
had windows on two sides, winch command* fine 
views, and was altogether light and cheerful 
There were in the walls little cupboards and 
niches innumerable, and pegs all round the 
room The next room to it, occupied by 

Mrs G , was Bimilar in shape, but had 

plain whitewashed walls, and leading from it 
were several dark passages, and mysterious 
httle rooms , m one of which Mr Manson s 
bloody clothes and papers were found Our 
room had a trap door in the floor, commum 
eating by a ladder with the basement storj 
There were no other rooms, except a few dark 
closets in the upper story , the staircase, as is m 
variably the case in native houses, was extremely 
narrow, dark, and steep , and on the ground 
floor were a number of dark, dirty apartments, 
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and at half-past tlireo wc again sallied forth to 
ascend the rock, on .foot, but 'with tattoos fol- 
lowing, on which to rido when practicable. 
The old native path is a very steep and rocky 
one ; and near the top was covered with debris 
of the old walls and gateway, lately destroyed 
hy the Engineers. Wo scrambled over tlio 
ruins into the interior, and fonnd the greater 
part of the palace blown np. Two or three . 
hare rooms only are left; and the walls, and 
towers, and great tanks, ore all laid in rains. 

The view from the summit of tho rock is 
splendid, stretching forty or fifty miles each way 
over the Black Plain, with fine xangeB of lulls 
hounding the horizon. Tho plain itself, natu- 
rally wonderfully fertile, is, this year, almost a 
desert, owing partly to the unusual drought, 
but chiefly to the Nurgoond rebellion, which 
drove away all the cultivators at the time they 
should have been putting in' their crops. The 
town is partly re-inhabited now, but has a deso- 
late, ruinous appearance, instead of being one of 
the most flourishing and commercial in this 
part of India, and a great depot for cotton. 
Some Sepoys on the part at w.em 

fishing for treasure in the mud of one of the 
great tanks ; and, whilst we were there, several 
silver \ easels and the keys of the Fort were 
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found' We should have liked to ha\e been 
able to appropriate some of the things, but 
they aie all to be sold by auction After rest- 
ing and refreshing with ginger beer, which was 
earned after ns, we scrambled over divers 
ruined foitifications to the farthest end of the 
roclr, and the air at tins elevatioh was most 
exhilarating and delightful The rock itself is 
curiously waved with npple marks ; and at the 
sides, bears two very distinct tidal lines, leading 
to the conclusion that it was once an island, 
and the Black Plam the bottom of the sea I 
am to/d these marks, of high and low tide, an? 
to be seen very distinctly all along flic Western 
Ghauts, showing that tlio divisions of land and 
water tfmst be greatly altered 

We descended from the rock by a new road, 
made by the Engineers, and m all my life 
I never travelled over such a path. Our feet 
were bruised and soro long before v o reached the 
bottom; and the road makers have, rnoreoier, 
ingeniously contrived to make that part of the 
rock defensible, winch was easily. assailable be- 
fore Wo w ere ^ ory glad to mount onr tattoos, us 
soon as practicable, and returned through gar- 
dens and holds to the palace, about dark After 
* A wlier tarikiml ant tho ktjg wero nfUrnanh 
rental to tin autlu 
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dinner -wo sat some time in the balcony, enjoying 
the light of a glorious moon, and then retired to 
our -well-earned rest ; which was, however, by 
no means destined to he undisturbed. First, the 
horses began to fight, and thcghorrawalhis had to 
be called, to separate them, and picket them 
further apart. The mosquitos kept up au un- 
ceasing attack the whole night ; and a wretched 
Pio yelped and howled under our windows in a 
manner to prevent all possibility of slumber. I 
think he must havo been the household spirit 
of the ^Rajahs of Nurgoond, lamenting over the 
fallen dynasty l 

Friday, September 21. 

We rose early from our disturbed couches, 
and after a hasty meal started at five ft.M. to 
resume our homeward journey, which wo ac- 
complished by half-past eight. 

Sunday, September 2G. 

This afternoon I went to the hospital, and 
spoke sometime with a poor man of the 56th, 
who has long been ill with fever. I remarked 
that he was looking better than when I *last 
saw him, and he answered he felt very weak. 
I left the hospital, and in less then ten min- 
utes that man was dead! . Such is life, or 
rather death, in this country. 
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Wednesday September £0 

The grand lepresentation of “ Ticklish 
Times,” and the comic operetta of “Vilhlans 
and his Dinah ” <jame off this evening, after 
many prenons leheaisals The costumes of 
both pieces being old fashioned with powdered 
heads caused a great success, and the corps 
dramatique and their friends sat down to a 
brilliant supper afterwards, which was enlivened 
by toastB and songs 

The wonderful comet is now shedding its 
glorious light nightly, with a tail like* a fan 
traversing half tho sty It may perhaps havo^ 
something to do with the paucity of ram tlus 
year, winch bids fair to destroy the crops 

Tuesday October 5 

As I was Bitting writing after breakfast, one 
of tho servants called mo into tho verandah 
to look at a small striped sna) e, which was 
coiled up asleep on a creeping plant, wluch 
I had been touching but a fow moments before I 
They said it was very venomons, and tlip orderly 
took a great stick and cut it in two In the 
evening there was a large dinner gi ten bj tho 
officers of the 28th Regiment N I to the 
ladies and gentlemen of the St ition, m honour 
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of Colonel M who is about to retire. IVo 

sat down, fifty-five persons, wbo with sixty 
black attendants ncarlj filled tbo mess-room. 
Toasts followed and the evening was closed by 
dancing, kept up till tbo musicians were tired. 

Fnifoj , October 8 

Tlie finale to tlic Dharwar gaieties came off 
this evening, in the shape of a brilliant ball, 
which people tried to prolong indefinitely, 
knowing it was the last merry meeting of those 
who have langhed, and danced, and acted to- 
gether daily, during this monsoon. A general 
dispersion is now about to take place, the 
Civilians go out to their camp life m the jungles, 
the Highlanders return to Madras, the 28th 
N. I. are to he relieved, and for ourselves, 
though no orders havo arrived, we know our days* 
here to be numbered, and, previously to our 
final departure, we hope to accomplish a few 
days' excursion into the western jungles, to see 
the Falls of Gairsapa, one of the finest cataracts 
m the world, and lying m scenery of surpassing 
beauty. 

Tuesday, October 12 

It is unfortunate that, after having had no 
ram to speak of during the whole monsoon, 
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tins day, which we had fixed on to begin our 
excursion, should set in with the most uncom- 
promising downpour ! We had previously sent 
on relays of horses and our gharry, with ser- 
vants, beds, and provisions, and all the neces- 
sary accompaniments to tiavel in tins country, 
intending to push on a double march of thirty 
miles the first day ; but, ns our middle stage 
was to be performed on wheels, we could not 
resign ourselves to getting thoroughly soaked 
first, and therefore tlieie was no help for it but 
to tmst for a change in the bopeless-looUng 

weather. To add to my vexation, L 's orders 

to give over the battery to Captain F im- 

mediately on that officer’s arrival from Kalud- 
ghee, and to proceed to join bis troop, have 
arrived, and lie does not like to bo long absent 
*£rom the Station ; so that I fear he will, weather 
permitting, only take mo out to join our friends 

the G s, and leaving mo under their enro 

to sec the wonders of Gairsapa, himself return to * 
lus post at Dliarwar, there to await Ins suc- 
cessor. . . 

Wednesday, October 13 

After ft damp night the morning pro\ed fine, 
with a cool nnst, and we started at half-past 
six, nnd rode twelve miles through a pretty 
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cultivated country, with grassy lulls and fino 
trees to Hooblee, the largest town, except Poona, 
in the Southern Mahratta country, and a great 
cotton emporium "We rode* to a small bunga- 
low belonging to the Collector, where we found 
our gharry, and proceeded m it the next 
stage of ten miles to Knrroor The road, sup 
posed to be a good one, was now very heavy 
after the ram, and the poor bullocks could 
scarcely go out of a walk through the deep 
sticky clay, so that we were not sorry to ex- 
change this slow mode of progression for the 
backs of our good steeds, who were awaiting ns 
at Kurroor, and whom we cantered on six 
miles to Tumis, where, in the travellers’ bun- 
galow, we found our friends, and a good break 
fast awaiting ns 

After some discussion of ways and means, it 

is settled that I am to go on with the G- s, 

who promise to send me back by Sunday week ; 
and as all our servants, equipment, and cattle 
will be required to be ready for an imm ediate 
departure from Dharwar, I am to take nothing 
with me but my clothes, and he dependent 
on my friends for eveiy arrangement In 
the afternoon we walked down to the banks of 
a nubaJi, crossing our direct road onwards, to 
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see if there was an} chance of its being ford 
able, but it is some ten or twelve feet deep in 
water, so that proceeding by that road is im- 
possible Several natives were swimming and 
diving like water dogs, for our amusement 
The accommodation at these travellers' bunga- 
lows is generally very limited for a large party 
On the present occasion Mrs G. and I had a 
comfortable bedroom, but the four gentlemen of 
onr party and an officer returning from a shoot 
mg excursion had all to make shale downs in 
the sitting-room , and peals of laughter and 
comic songs, kept up with untiring vigour far 
into the night, proved that if sleep was ban 
ished mirth reigned triumphant 

Thursday, October 14 

L returned to his duties at Dharwar, 

leaving me to prosecute my journey with the 
G s I started in their ghany, biult ex- 

pressly for district work It is like a dog cart, 
sunk low between two veiy high wheels, and 
drawn with cumcle harness by two handsome 
horses, and its peculiar excellence is the almost 
impossibility of upsetting it, a perfection which 
is often put to the tnal in these wild paths, 
where no four wheeled carnage could hold 
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together for a day. In order to avoid the 
swollen nullah, we had a long d6tour to make, 
and our road layover hills, through pretty light 
jungle, and with hogs and ditches to cross, that 
would rather astonish people in England, the 
water being in places up to the horses’ stomachs. 
At the end of six miles we found our riding horses 
waiting, and had a canter for as many more 
miles over nice grass ; and then another relay 
of a dog«cart, and some fresh horses brought 
ns to our destination, the Collector's bunga- 
low, in the old dilapidated fort of Bunkapoor. 

Soon after our arrival, we observed the ap- 
proach of a smart native, in a scarlet robe, 
carrying a huge silver stick, who came to say, 
with many salaams, that his Highness, the Na- 
wab of Savanoor, had arrived to pay his re- 
spects to us. He is tho native prince of the 
greatest wealth and consideration now left in 
this part of India, and has always been our 
staunch friend, though one or two of his sons 
have been more than suspected of correspond- 
ence with the Nana. As soon as we had break- 
fasted we sent to say we awaited his Highness ; 
but here a little difficulty ttmUL, 

in the fact of our only possessing four 
chairs among the party, whereas etiquette 
n 2 
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would demand that we should not only ho 
seated ourselves, but have some seats to present 
to the Nawab, and at least one or two of his 
sons or attendants We endeavoured to remedy 
mntteis by dragging forward boxes, on which the 
gentlemen of our party found seats, and Mrs 

G and I sitting in the verandah, we made as 

much show as we could of our two spare chairs 
The Nawab and his suite had put up m some 
cotton factories at a little distance, and pre 
sently we saw the procession advancing towards 
the bungalow First came two ** Silver sticks 
in waiting, chanting the praises of the great 
man m a loud nasal tone, then, surrounded 
by attendants, came his Highness and four 
sons on foot , and his favourite charger, a fine, 
powerful chestnut, brought up the rear, with a 
head collar and crupper covered with gold, but 
a common rope martingale The old man 
lumself ib a very favourable specimen of the 
native prince His eyes had broad black lines 
painted under them, but he was very fine 
looking, and had most gracious, gentlemanlike 
manners His dress, too, was perfect in taste, 
and consisted of a loose coat and trousers of 
enmson and gold brocade, and a loose green 
silk robe over all He had a small white 
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turban, tho edge of which was ornamented with 
a chain of enormous diamonds and emeralds, but 
being cut flat they lacked lustre He had a 
splendid necklace of pearls and emeralds, and 
some very fine rings, and wore the pointed cm 
broidered native slippers The eldest son has a 
villainous countenance, a younger one, who 
more resembles his father, and is noted ns an ex 
cellent horseman, a tlurd belonging to the hob 
bledehoy period, and a pretty little black eyed 
pickle, evidently the pet of the Zenana, formed 
the rest of the party, and they were all badly 
dressed, with perhaps a handsome shawl or 
turban, but with coats or trousers of Man- 
chester print, and such leather shoes, purporting 
to be English ' Tins Anglo mama in diess 
obtains very much in young India, and the 
result is more offensive to good taste than can 
ho conceived 

We all sat and talked, or at least the 

Niwah and Mr G did, and the former 

kindly promised to send an elephant to bring 
me back part of the waj to Dbarwnr Pre 
sents of fruit and sweetmeats were brought 
to us, and finally the Eawab hung round each 
of our necl s a wreath of yellow flowers like 
camomile This species of ornament how 
ever poetical as applied to the fur sex, is not, 
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strictly speaking, becoming to a set of hairy 
Englishmen in shooting coats, or the neglige 
garments used in the jungle When the great 
man had taken Ins departure -we walked to see 
the remains of an old Jaen temple in a distant 
part of the Fort, the pillars and roof of winch 
are ornamented with veiy beautiful carving in 
polished black marble, and part of an open screen 
that remains is most elegant in design and 
delicate in execution A gieat deal of ram fell 
both last night and during the day, so that the 
carts with our things did not arrive till quite late, 
and they will have to be still further lightened 
of all but absolute necessanes to enable us to 
perform the forced marches by which alone we 
can get to Gairsapa and back, in the limited 
time we propose In the evening we walked to 
see a large tank, which has just been constructed 

by Mr G 's orders for the use of the village 

Wo are now m the centre of his districts, and 
are received right royally wherever wo go The 
head people of the villages como out to meet us, 
with horrible music, consisting of enormous brass 
horns, mnch to the discomfiture of the horses 
Our dinner this evening was improved by two 
dishes sent by the Nawab, which were both 
composed of small bits of meat and nco, vorj 
hot, and very good 
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Friday, October 1C. 

Owing to the torrents of rain wliich fell all 
night, our carts did not Btart till just before us, 
at dawn, and the people of tho place endeavoured 
to persuade us of the impossibility of continuing 
our journey, alleging that two miles from 
Bunkapoor the road was utterly washed away. 

I started in the dog-cart, and we soon came to 
the broken bridge, which certainly did not look 
passable, though a very pretty spot, the roar- 
ing, foaming torrent rushing between banks 
fringed with palms. All our carts were stuck 
fast, the foremost embedded above the axles in 
a deep mud hole, while just beyond, the bridge 
having disappeared, the only mode of proceeding 
was to descend a bank into some rice fields, 
and, wading through deep water, thus cross the 
stream. "When English energy was applied to 
the carts, and the united force of oxen and 
buffaloes harnessed to each one separately, they 
were got through at last, as also the gharry and 
dog-cart ; the only tall horse belonging to the 
party carried over the two ladies separately and 
dry, and we proceeded to finish our stage as far 
as a village called Maharajpate, where, owing to 
the above delays causing all our kit to be behind 
tis, we began to suffer the pangs of hunger, it 
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being now noon, and we had tasted .nothing but 
a cup of tea at daybreak 
"We bivouacked under some splendid trees, 
and tko gentlemen invaded the village to see if 
plantams, or milk, or any tiling eatable by 
Europeans could be procured , but finding no 
thing, we had to smoke the pipe of patience, 
till the arrival of a Coolie, sent on to us with 
the remains of yesterday s dinner m a basket 
on his head Never was banquet done more 
justice to, though knives and forks were scarce, 
but cold chicken and bread disappeared in a 
curiously short time, and were washed down 
with soda water and sheny Thus refreshed, 
we proceeded on our route, and this time I 
occupied a seat in the cumcle 

Our drive of eight miles to Hangul was 
through a pretty country, varied by lull and dale, 
with a great many fine trees , palms increased 
in number as we got nearer the coast, and now 
fringed the banks of every stream We had one 
bad nullah to cross, the banks of which were 
almost perpendicular We piled eveiy tiling on 
the seats, and kneeling on the top, made a native 
wade in front of the horses, to show the right 
road , down we went, with a run and a splash , a 
great wave washed right through the carnage, 
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while the gallant little horses, almost swimming, 
struggled to gam footing on the nearly perpen- 
dicular bank on the opposite side, and at length 
scrambled out, dragging an impromptu cascade 
behind them. "With tho exception of this 
nullah and the broken bridge, tbe road was 
generally very good, but had here and there a 
few very heavy places. At Hangul we put up 
in a little one-roomed bungalow belonging to 
the Collector, situated in a pretty compound full 
of mango trees and tall green grass, in which 
our weaned cart bullocks luxunated with de- 
light, and close to an enormous tank or lake, 
with palm groves and gardens adorning its 
hanks, on which also stands a pretty little 
ruined iemple, once finely carved. 

”We walked through the town to see a magnifi- 
cent specimen of a large Jaen temple, certainly 
the finest in this part of the country ; the black 
marble pillars and the carvings on the cornices 
and ceilings are very perfect It is large, and 
divided by these pillars into kmd of aisles, so 
that one quite longed to see it converted to thp 
purposes of Christian worship * and a spendid 
church it would make. Monkeys abound here, 
ehattexuug anil ijinujuu* chunk th/tvonfc'tf tfca, 
houses The natives consider them sacred, but 



250 


LIFF IN INDIl 


sometimes tlicir depredations becomo unbear 
able, and then the Sahibs aro entreated to liavo 
a monkey hunt and drive them an ay Just 
beforo our armal a liomd event occurred in 
Hangul, of ft kind which is verj common among 
the “gentlo Hindus " A poor child, covered 
with ncli ornaments, had been decoded away, 
and ono arm stripped of its spoil, but the ruffian, 
not being able to get tho bracelets easily off the 
other, had token a stone, and hacked at the 
tender limb till it dropped off! The poor 
victim was jet alive, though scarcely expected 
to live Wo hear that our further progress along 
our intended road is now entirely impossible 
owing to the wet, so we shall havo to turn aside 
and go by Sircee, which is rather longer, but 
a very pretty road *Wo here still further 
lightened our baggage, so as only to take one 
cart on, every thing else was to he earned on 
tattoos or Coolies heads 

Saturday October 10 

We got up early to see to the disposition and 
starting of our diminished kit, and regaled onr 
selves off some venison chops from a deer sent us 
by the Nawab of Savanoor We started about 
nine, and drove, chiefly through light jungle to 
Parla a village situated on* the regular coast 
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road from Dliarwar, but which lias been elmt up 
some tune for repairs We found light fences 
placed at intervals across it, which had to be 
pulled away to make a passage for us, and tins 
proceeding rather astonished the native pohee, 
who were set to guard the road, hut they were 
so entirely under the* impression that a Sahib 
could do no wrong that they suffered us to pass 
with very slight opposition, and wo had the 
advantage of being tbe first travellers on a road 
hard and smooth as a gravel walk 

We had to wait some time under a banyan tree 
for our change of animals, and then proceeded 
through the wildest and thickest jungle I have 
yet seen, beautifully diversified by clearings and 
green glades full of nee, where troops of monkeys 
were chattering, and eating, and frolicking, with 
but very little fear of our presence Sometimes 
the trees were of very large size, at others the 
jungle was chiefly composed of bamboo, which, 
meeting in graceful arches overhead, was 
covered and interlaced with creeping plants I 
was a little disappointed at seeing but few 
flowers, but it is not the most abundant time of 
year for them We stopped for a little time at 
"Yeknmbce, where there is a travellers bunga 
low, standing "back from the road m a sunny 
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clearing, but we pieferred eating our luncheon 
m a sheltered nook of the jungle, where we 
talked about the tigers and bears lately killed 
near here, till we almost fancied we heard 
a stealthy footstep rustling among the bushes 
The jungle villages are all so thickly enclosed 
by bamboo fences to keej5 away the wild beasts, 
that for miles and miles you seo no sign of 
human habitation, and the quiet stillness of the 
•wilderness is unbroken We mounted some 
fresh horses after our frugal meal, and, just 
escaping more than a sprinkling of a few drops 
of rain, from a storm that had long been grumb 
ling round us, we rode on twclvo miles to the 
station of Sircec, which we reached just at dusk 
The Station is built on a lull, command 
ing fine views over the jungle There is a small 
detachment ofHM s GCth Regiment hero now, 
and no other Europeans, cvccpt t ho Collector 
and lus wife The travellers bungalow was 
partlj occupied hj one of the officers, to who**o 
hospitality wo were greatly indebted, as, having 
outrun all our kit and servants there was 
small chnnco of dinner or beds for ns that night 
The first thing to ho done was to feed clean, 
and tio np onr tired horses^nnd then bj tho 
kindness of Mr H , we sat down to a 
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eomfortabio dinner, whilst contnbutions of 
mattrasses, Ac , were made for our benefit 

We were joined this evening bj Captain A , 

who dahed down in a palkee from Bliarwar, to 
join our part} to tlio Tails During our journey 
through the jungle we passed several camps of 
the Lemams, a wandering tnbe, who drive their 
pack bullocks all over the country, and in many 
ways resemble the gipsies Their women are 
very gaily dressed in striped sarces, and their 
arms literally covered with broad rings of horn 
or ivory * 

Sunday October 17 

Tins day was devoted to rest, much needed 
by the servants and cattle, who had all straggled 
up during the night There is no church at 
this small station, so after breakfast we took a 
long ramble into the jungle, and m the evening 
walked to the native town, which is extremely 
pretty, and thoroughly Indian, situated on the 
hanks of a large tank, with palms and plan 
tarns growing between the houses, whose low 
roofs are thatched with coarse flags, and gene 
rally covered with gourds and creepers We have 
now crossed the frontier into Madras, and it is 
almost immediately noticeable that every Ma 
drasseo native cames a palm leaf umbrella 
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To-dny is the feast called the Dussera, when 
the animals are honoured by bemg hung with 
garlands of flowers Our horses were each 
brought up by his ghorrawalln adorned with 
necklaces and bracelets of mangolds, whilst 
one, who was a great favourite, had a nosegay 
tied to Ins tail The bullocks were similarly 
decorated, and the attendants on tins day ex- 
pect backshish. On our return from the village 
we met a procession, consisting of a gaily- 
dressed child, seated on a goat, followed by an 
old man on a tattoo, over whose head a smart 
umbrella was earned, though the sun had long 
set ; crowds of women and children hung with 
flowers, and men bearing torches completed the 
procession 

• Monday, October 18 

We sent off our things early, but did not 
start till after breakfast, when, turning off the 
high road at about a mile from Sircee, we pro- 
ceeded along a lovely woodland dnve six miles 
to Taiglee Beyond the trifles, of a deep ditch 
to cross in one place, and one very rough and 
broken hill, we found the road verj good, 
chiefly following the windings of a roaring 
torrent, and sometimes crossing bright sunny 
glades, and park like scenes of surpassing 
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beauty. There is great variety of hill ami «lalo 
m these jungles, and the occasional glimpses of 
distant lulls, various in shape nnd colour, added 
to the charm of the scenery, whilst the thick 
mass of foliage overhead prevented onr suiTei-in" 
from the heat of the sun. Taigleo is a mosl 

wTfli 0 " U ” S °’ "**&* U P !n «» 

heart of the woods, with largo gardens of hotel- 
nut palm growing all round it. Here we found 
onr relay of horses, and the hitherto good road 

hole, but, bo Jdin7an7sfrn“li! 5 “ “ dee P 
last to draw ns out, and uZ? S ’ at 

of sand on the other side ^ banlt 

Wee again, th '' 

dangerous, but onr afenhrreswem by n " lm 

concluded, though I scarcely 
over stumps in the road seveLTet v u 7? 
would have unset anv Jr ™ f et bgl1 - wl “ch 
I could hardly believe o£^?Sta i Ddeed 

-eral pieces by the shock or g :Cov7the“ 
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At last we came to a broken bridge, with a path 
down to the water by the side, so narrow, that 
,t appeared to me it wonld not allow of til 
passage of the cumele It was moreover an 
exceedingly steep bank, so I got out to llg 
the carnage, and stood on the ruined badge to 
watch the proceedmgs As I expected, the car 
nage caught m a projecting stump, and remoine 
fixed on the bank The horses behaved a(t 
mirably, but all their efforts to move it were in 
effectual, and after a few minutes of tbs strunei 
position, the pins of the splinter bar broke witn 
a crack By the united efforts of the whole 
party, the horses were at length taken ofl, mu 
the carnage dragged through the nver and up 
the opposite bank, and then the bead and Heel 
ropes belonging to the horses were put mto 
requisition to tie up the vehicle, so ns to rende 
it fit for progression The trace hooks and p° c 
pmsliad already broken some days ago, and vrero 
fastened with string, winch required frequent 
repair after violent jolting through nulla is 
and altogether there was nearly as much hemp us 


iron about the carnage 

At last i\o proceeded, and after eomo more 
very rough and broken ground, wo found horses 
and luncheon waiting for us under a mngtu 
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ficent tree, from whence we rode along six miles 
of improved road to the travellers’ bungalow at 
Siddapoor, which is very prettily situated on 
the summit of a hind of down, commanding 
fine views of the jungle, and of a pointed hill 
crowned by a Fort. There is much grass about 
here, caused by a plan greatly in favour with 
the natives, of each year clearing and burning 
a fresh spot, and after taking one crop of corn, 
abandoning it, to do the same'by a fresh place, 
thus saving the trouble of manuring. This 
mode of proceeding, which was gradually dc- 
. straying the jungle, has been put a stop to by 
Government, and the dissatisfaction caused by 
this order is said to have been at the bottom of 
the Sawunt insurrection in these jungles, last 
year. • 

The people about here wear numbers of 
very handsome ornaments : we passed a woman 
with two ot three large saucers of gold on her 
head. A large snake crossed in front of my 
horse to-day on the open maidart, but though 
he was instantly pursued by one Qf the gentle- 
men with a stick, he contrived to wriggle 
himself out of sight, with no further damage 
than a few raps over the tail. The bun- 
galow at Siddapoor consists only of two mud 
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huts, the native Tillage is large, and is remarl 
able for an avenue of magnificent trees leatoo 
to it, there is also a large tank beyond, ap- 
proached by the most picturesque paths throng 

^ A Titular instance of the » f 

came under our notice to day Whilst 
repairs of the hrolen carnage were going on, 
two natives passed by, one, n Brahmin, carry 
mg a water chatty, the other a man of low 
caste One of our party, thirsty from the he , 
asked for the loan of the chatty to dnnk fro , 
this was freely given, but the Brahmin coum 
not receive it back in its polluted state, so 
was handed to the low caste man, who, taun„ 
it to the river, scrubbed it with sand, and 
returned it to the owner, in no degree tbo J' or “ f 
for having given refreshment to ft F ftrt y 
Christians 
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CHAPTER X 

FALLS OF OAIRSAPA — CROSS TOE RIVER — RETURN 
JOiraSET Ft PALKXE3 — THE RAWAB 8 ELEPHANT — 

Reutov to dharwae — start aqaiv — ATTACK of 
DYSE5TEBY — REST AT HELD ATS! — KETA2TEE — TOE 
RAJAHS PALACE 

Tuesday, October 19 

A thick mist on tlie lulls delayed our departure 
till nine o clock The distance to G-airsapa* 
was eigliteen miles, winch we divided mto two 
stages, of which I drove the first, and rode the 
second, through the most lovely country it has 
ever been my lot to traverse First, we crossed 
open glades of cultivated ground, irrigated by 
many a clear stream, and with the very un 
common feature in this country, of detached 
cottages scattered in sheltered nooks , then we 
entered thickly wooded hills, and wound through 
green passes, the scenery of which strongly 
reminded me of the north of Devon Magmfi 
cent trees overshadowed our path, whilst a mass 
of the most delicate ferns and creeping plants 
were together entangled underneath We were 
once enticed out of our path by the noise of fall 
s 2 
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ms water, and came upon a scene of funy beauty 
A “tiny silver thread of water fell over some 
rocks on a hunch of ferns of the brightest green, 
to which a bright ray of sunshine had found 
its way through the depths of tlio forest As wo 
approached Gairsapa wo could hear the roar 
of the great Tails, and observed a mist hanging 
tlncUv over n. poition of the hill, hut nothing 
could he seen till we amved on tlio platform, 
on which tlio Collector s bungalow is built, anil 
which immediately overlooks the top of the 
Tails There are eight large Tails and many 
smaller ones, which fall over a ledge of reck 
extending quite across the narrow volley, to tlio 
depth of 900 feet, being, with two exceptions 
the highest m the world The quantity of 
water may he imagined, from the fact of the 
pool below the Falls bemg supposed to he 134 
feet deep, and at the time of our visit the river 
was very full of watei from the recent rams It 
rises about twenty miles from the Falls, and 
after performing its wondrous leap, pursues a 
wandering course through the passes of the 
Western Ghauts and falls mto the sea near 
Honor The great difficulty is to get a good 
new of the Falls from this side, as the rocks 
aie perfectly perpendicular, so that a descent to 
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the bottom is impossible. A steep path leads 
to the bed of the river above, from whence you 
can cross a ridge of rocks to a largo mass of 
granite, called tko Rajali’s Rock, from a tradition 
that a neighbouring prince once began to build 
a tcmplo on it. Here, by lying down, you can 
look down tbo great Fall, and watch tho number- 
less pigeons careering about in tho mist bolow ; 
but the depth is so great, it is very rarely that 
a glimpse can be caught of the bottom. There 
is another point of view, from winch you can 
best see the two furthermost Falls, called La' 
Lame Blanche,, and tho Rocket Fall, and the 
eyo never wearies watching those graceful, ever- 
varying, never-ceasing wreaths of foam, rolling 
in masses one over tbo other, one of Nature’s 
grandest, loveliest works. The jungles at this 
season are infested by innumerable small black 
leeches, which, whilst you are giving yourself 
up to the romantic enjoyment of the beauties of 
nature, rear up their heads from their mother 
earth, and rush at you open-mouthed, so that, 
in spite of every precaution, the lovers of the 
pictnresqne are generally streaming with blood * 
from every limb, and the poor horses and dogs 
are equal sufferers from these ferocious little 
bloodsuckers. A very hard shower drenched us 
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during the day, but it cleared so as to enable 
us to spend the evening on the Rajah s Rod , 
whero one could sit watching for ever the 
rushing water, and clouds of spray, sometimes 
reflecting every hue of the rainbow, at others 
sparkling like diamonds m the sunlight The 
best view of the Tails is obtained from the 
other side, where you cnn descend neaily to the 
bed of the nver It 19 usual to cross in a boat 
a mile above the Falls, but the late flood has 
earned away and destroyed all the boats, the 
wreck of one remaining now near the Rajah s 
Rock, however, we have despatched messen 
gers to bnng another boat horn a distance, 
which we hope will amve during our stay at 
Gairsapa 

■Wednesday October 20 

This morning was devoted to an expedition 
to the top of one of the high hills m the neigh 
bourhood, renowned for its view We rode 
tattoos to the- foot, and then scrambled up a 
steep path, through long grass, as high as our 
waists, till we attained a rock on the summit, 
from whence the panorama was lovely In fiont 
was the river, winding liko a silver thread 
towaids the ranges of blue Ghauts, whose line 
was in one place broken by the bright waters of 
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an estuary, gradually widening into a long ex- 
panse of sea, with white waves breaking on the 
shore. Behind ns was an endless roltiug jungle, 
hounded by far distant Ghauts, and in the fore- 
ground the smiling valleys and bright green 
wooded hills of this enchanting district.. Tho 
afternoon proved too wet for any lengthened 
excursion, but wo never wearied of our seat 
upon tho rocks, watching tho foam and spray. 
The old broken boat and many large pieces of 
limber were set afloat, that we might watch 
tbeir descent over tbo Falls, but after a very 
short time we lost sight of them in their wild 
leap ; nothing of bodily shape over appears to 
reach the bottom. A. boat was brought from a 
distance on the beads of eighteen Coolies, so that 
we may hope to cross tho river to-morrow, if it 
is not too much swollen by the rains ; as it is, 
the water has risen so much since yesterday, 
that the Rajah’s Rock is now in the centro of 
the roaring torrent. 

Mr. H anived to-day to join our party 

from Sircee, his travelling conveyance being 
a monshiel, much in vogne in Madras, and 
comfortable no doubt, but shutting out all 
■^ew ot the scenery. It consists of a ham- 
mock, in which yon recline, and is covered 
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by a kind of portable Loose, the roof twd the 
sides of which are formed of palm ‘leaved ; the 
wholo is suspended on a long pole, and carried 
by six men on cross-pieces of bamboo.t which 
they support on their heads. 

Thursday, October 21. 

The river rose rapidly during the night, 
covering the rock on which we had been seated, 
and the flowing robes of the white lady were of 
a rich cream colour. The former immense 
volume of water appeared doubled in quantity, 
\ cotaftfel tintVy-Vwo distinct channel wres 
the rock, the ordinary number being eight or 
nine. AVe started early on tattoos, and rode 
through a lovely jungle path up the river for 
more than a mile, until we arrived at- some 
comparatively smooth water, just below some 
rapids, where the boat was waiting to take us 
across. And stick a craft it was, on which to 
cross the roaring torrent ! It was about twenty 
feet long, and hollowed out of a single tree, 
flat-bottomed, and just wide enough to admit of 
a person Bitting on tbe bottom 1 It was pro- 
pelled by two natives with paddles shaped like 
a fish-slice, who skilfully took advantage of the 
rapid stream, and ferried over the whole party 
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m shfoty by three at a time The width of the 
river is about that of the Thames at Richmond ' 
The jungles on the western side are famous for 
wild bison, who afford great amusement to the 
sportsman, hut though thiek with trees they 
have not nearly bo many beautiful flowers aud 
shrubs as those on the eastern side of the river. 

We followed a woodland path for a couple 
of miles, till we found ourselves close to tho top 
of the Falls, and precisely opposite to the bun- 
galow at which we resided There is a little 
platform erected here, at the best point of view, 
and here we spread our breakfast, employing 
each Bpare moment in pulling off the leeches, 
who seemed to be as hungry as ourselves We 
had scarcely finished our al fresco meal when a 
heavy cloud, that had threatened us for some 
time, burst m a torrent over our devoted heads, 
and spite of umbrellas, cloaks, and every 
possible precaution, we soon found ourselves 
sitting m several inches of water However, 
the hilarity of the party was by no means 
depressed, and we almost fancied we were at a 
picnic m dear old England, at which not to 
ram is the exception As soon as the ram 
qeased, we descended a long, steep, slippery 
path of steps among the rocks, till we arrived at 
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a large boulder, about two thirds of the distance 
from the bottom, and here, after lolling a 
venomous snake, whose domam we had in 
\aded, we perched ourselves to enjoy the 
sublimity of the scene It is impossible folly 
to l ea lize the immense height of the Tails 
unless you descend to this point , the remainder 
of the distance to the bottom, which is often 
easily accomplished, but ill repays the fatigue 
and difficulties, as it is always enveloped in a 
cloud of mist, winch shuts out the view The 
shape of the Tall is a sort of doublo horso shoe, 
and on reaching the bottom of this cavernous 
■valley, the river winds on through a narrow 
channel of perpendicular rocks for somo dis 
tanco, but excepting at this point, it is utterly 
impossible to approach the bottom of the Talk 
Tho whole width of tlio river is about a quarter 
of a mile, and tho rocks arc covered in every 
crcvico with the most dclicato and beautiful 
ferns tlio gems of our stove houses at honu 
I can never forget tlio grandeur of that roanug 
mass of water and foam, descending linnic 
diatcly in front of ns, apparently from tlio sky 
nbovo onr heads to an immeasurable alv^s 
beneath onr feet 

\\t rt tumid through the woods bv the 
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same path along winch we catno, without 
msi ting, as we had intended, a small bungalow 
on tins side of the water, commanding a now 
of the Tails , and recrossing the river without 
further adventure, reached homo in tune to es- 
cape another storm We all regretted that our 
last evening at Gairsapa had armed, and we 
spent it, as usual, on the rocks, till damp and 
darkness diove us to the shelter of our bunga- 
low. 

Sunday October 21 

We left beautiful Gairsapawith many regrets 
earl} on Friday morning, and retraced our steps 
to Sircee, only stopping on the way to break 
fast at Siddapoor, and to allow the gentlemen 
to pursue a laigo bison, which they did un- 
successfully Wo got over the worst part of the 
road on horseback, thus avoiding accidents and 
delays At Sircee we dined, and at ten r m 
started in polices on onr return journey, winch 
was to be straight along the high road to 
Dharwar We found it very slow travelling, as 
hero you can only get relays of common. Coolies, 
who carry the polices b} cross bars on their 
heads, and they hive to be roused and collected 
wk w&.t\v slago, VutA down was Vreafcuig as we 
left Faria, and we were five tedious hours getting 
through tbo noxt stago of thirteen miles , and 
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tliougji tlie scenery of the jungle must always 
be lovely, tlie tedium and confinement of a 
pall.ee does not allow you to enjoy it 

On arriving at Mundergode, we found that 
the order for postmg Coolies for us had never 
reached this place, so, as it is a work of time to 
procure them from the surrounding country, we 
were obliged to content ourselves with resting 
during the day, hoping to be able to go on at 
night There was a small bungalow in which 
we took up our quarters, and fortnnately^wo had 
brought a chicken and some bread and beer 
with us from Sircee, which, with some milk, 
eggs, and plantains, brought from the village, 
produced a sumptuous repast, and -when the 
day grew cool, we strolled in the neighbouring 
jungle, winch however had here lost much of 
its beauty Returning from our walk, the sun 
set, and we remembered that we had no means 
of procuring a hglit, but after much persuasion 
the j eon in charge of the bungalow was induced 
to bring us a natne one, winch being a small 
wick m 4in earthen Baucer of oil, ga\ e tlie small 
est possible amount of light I was very tired 
by tins time, and almost m despair of our being 
able to proceed, so I lay down m tbo palkee, 
and eventually , at about nine o clod some 
wretched bearers nrmtd, who were the hour? 
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accomplishing the twelve miles to Tnrrus. 
Here we found the Nawab of Savanoor’s ele- 
phant waiting to carry ns the next stage to 
Hooblcc, and after a moonlight meal off the 
remainder of onr provisions, wo climbed np 
into the howdah and set forward. The how- 
<Jah is a ldnd of house fastened on the ele- 
phant’s bach, and this one had pillars all round 
of red, green, and gold, with little looking- 
glasses in them. It was open between the 
pillars, hut could he closed at will by curtains 
of red 'silk. Inside the howdah there was a 
laTge pillow to recline against, hut as the whole 
depth of the thing was only about six inches, the 
doubled-up, constrained position is very fatigu- 
ing to Europeans, and the elbow-room for two 
persons very limited. The elephant wap dressed 
in a sort of petticoat of red and green, a collar 
of little bells round his neck, and two large 
bells swinging at his side ; his mahout, seated 
on Ins neck, drove him with an iron spike, and 
a mounted Sepoy of the Nawab’s and several 
people on foot were in attendance. The mo- 
tion, a slow but violent jerk backwards and 
forwards, soon became unbearable in our con- 
stoyned. mrl nw, VA r A to y/;A, 

our feet out at the front windows, ahd then, 
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after a time, I ■went to sleep. Tlie pace of 
the elephant is very slow. on a journey, not 
much more than three miles an hour, so that 
it was half-past eight a.m. on this (Sunday) 
morning, when we dismounted at the Collector’s 
bungalow at Hooblee, and sent the huge animal 
back, with many salaams to the Nawnb. Ho 
was an enormous and splendid beast, and liis 
face was painted in patterns with red paint. 
At Hooblee we found horses sent out to meet 
ns, and cantered into Dliarwar as fast as we 
could to get shelter from a very hot sun, where 
bath and breakfast were by no means un- 
pleasant luxuries to those who had been travel- 
hng unceasingly for three days. I found, on 
my return, that we are to pack up and be off in 

a couple .of days, as Captain F is expected 

to-morrow to take over the battery. We drove 
to evening church with a new pair of bullocks, 
intended as supplementary ones to help ours 
on the road, and they appear to he good ones. 

Tuesday, October 20 

Two days of severe labour, mental and bodily, 
including packing, paying and receiving money, 
settling disputes among refractory tatlooxeallav 
and a jafijicallas , and tbo difficulties expo- 
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nenced in actually starting the carts and 
servants, ■winch are enough to too one out 
of one’s senses. Added to this we had to 
attend a theatrical performance by the soldiers, 
got np expressly m our honour, and to hid good- 
bye to those land friends with whom wo had 
lived for so many months in daily and hourly 
intimacy, and I fear that the last dinner given 
to ns by Mr. G was by no means so hila- 

rious a meeting as had been intended. 

Wednesday, October 27 

Parted with poor old James (our soldier 
servant) who is almost heartbroken at being 
obliged to be left behind and give up the care 
of the baby ; and after starting the latter young 

gentleman with the Ayah m our gary^ L 

and I mounted our horses, and after bidding a 
few more good-bjes rodo out, accompanied by 
several of our friends, to the travellers’ bunga- 
low at lehgooT, about twelve miles on the 
Belgaum-road ; where we arrived to breakfast. 
We had intended pushing on to Hooblee m the 
evening, but the dak laid for our gary failed, so 
wo were compelled to remain at Teligoor, 
though without our beds or luggage, which had 
gone on before Our friends remained to spend 
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the day witli us, and towards evening the 
gentlemen took their guns, and we walked 
through the light jungle of the surrounding 
hills, to see if any game was procurable, 
hut no living thing was to be seen, except a 
few sheep and bullocks grazing. We were 
obliged to dine by daylight, having no candles, 
and had great difficulty afterwards in procuring 
a country wick and light. After dinner.we sat 
talking over the meny days of the past months, 
till the bright stars warned our friends that 
they had a long ride before them ; and when 

they were gone L and I dressed ourselves 

ready for an early start, and wrapping ourselves 
in a cvmbly (or country plaid) with a coat 
rolled for a pillow, lay down and slept Boundly, 
baby being very well provided for, in the 
cushions of the gary, spread with shawls on the 
floor. , 

Thursday, October ZS 

We left Tehgoor about six, and arrived at 
Hooblee between nine and ten. The bullocks 
we bad laid on for tlio gary proved very bad 
ones, and they were so long on tbo road that I 
got quite uneasy about baby, and sent out some 
broth to meet him on a Coolie’s head. The 
Hooblee river was now very full of water, so ve 
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had to dismount and have the horses made to 
swim over, "whilst we were carried to a boat on 
the shoulders of two men, whoso solo article of 
clothing consisted in n little blue apron, about 
four inches square ; but I clung to my tawny 
supporters like grim death, being several times 
alarmed lest they should drop me into the 
water 1 The weather has now quite changed ; 
the ni$e damp warmth of the monsoon lias 
disappeared, and given way to what is called 
the cold weather, that is to say, the early 
mornings are very chilly, and the wind all day 
is east, and consequently dry and treacherous, 
while the sky is unclouded and the sun burning. 

In the evening we walked by the side of the 
large tank at Hooblee, which is shaded by a 
mound covered with splendid trees, under 
whose branches there is a mosque and a burial 
ground. I began to feel unwell, with symptoms 
of dysentery, making me glad of the prospect* 
of reaching Belgaum to-morrow, where medical 
advice is procurable. 

Friday, October 29 

We left Hooblee at daybreak, and rode six- 
teen miles into Belgaum by nine o’clock. I 
'HsMortne doctor, ank aecidert on resting ’Here 
over Sunday. * 
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Monday, November 1 

For the last two days I have been condemned 
to he on my bed without moving, and kept on 
a veiy spare allowance of nee conjee, the very 
nastiest mixture of hot water, nee, and salt, 
that vf&a over invented This morning, as 

a further delay was impossible for In > f 

was put mto a palkee, as I was not considered 
fit to mount my horse, and so performed, 
in about five hours, the eighteen miles’ stage 
to Soutguttee After crossing the hare plain, 
in which stands Belgaum, — brown and uglv 
even now, such a contrast to beautiful green 
Dharwar, and the Southern jungles, — we came 
to prettily wooded lulls, among which the roac 
wound, passing occasional groups of magni 
cent trees, till at the bottom of a long dcscen 
we came suddenly upon the bungalow at Sou 
guttee, with its far famed banyan tree m a nd 
•near tho road In tho evening, as I could no 

walk, L put me on one of tho tattoos, an 

we strolled down to tho great tree It has five 
or six principal stems, each as largo as an 
enormous oak, besides smaller ones mnumer 
able, and there arc such quantities of pen den 
roots that, if the world lads long enough, l 
bids fair to be the parent of a forest There w a 



LARGE BA\*TA\ TUFE. 


275 

little village here, anil a square Tort, with round 
towers at the comers, apparently in good 
repair, situated on the hanks of a river, which 
rushing over a Tochy hed is here very pretty, as 
it winds under and through wooded liills, where 
we heard the peacocks screaming as they went 
to roost. 

Tucsdvy, November 2 

Our. journey was only ten miles to-day to 
•Gotoor; and, though I felt weak at first, the 
easy paces of my beautiful Arab enabled me to 
get through the journey bettor than I expected. 
Immediately on leaving Soutguttcc, wc lind to 
ford the river, with the water up to our saddles ; 
and then, ascending a long lull, wo looked back 
on the lovely smiling valley of Sontguttee, em- 
bosomed in wooded lulls, and emerged on the 
bare plains of the Deccan, dotted hero and 
there with abrupt lulls, crowned with Forts ; 
besides which every tiny village is walled and 
fortified. Wc had two other rivers to cross, 
not so deep as the first , but tho road was very 
bad, being quite washed away, before arriving 
at tho bungalow at Gotoor, which is situated 
close to an uninteresting ruinous village, and 
overlooks a wide extent of plain, and four re- 
markable hills, with their crowning Forts 
t 2 
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\\ c,lnm«lay, Xornnl* r 8 

Onr rule this moniiug was a Leant tftil one, 
(darting tin* base of the fort-crowned lulls, and 
passing n town whoso inns^ne towered gabs 
were xer) pn iureft|ne. Leaving the onr 
rout ascended gently, till we Middenh found 
oursoltcs on tho top of an nbmpt ridge — down 
which tho rond was earned in a rigzng. A fc^ 
miles farther m tho plain lay tho town and 
bungalow of Ncpanee Tins is the territory of J 
a natnc Rajah , mid the land is m a 'cry neg- 
lected and ill cultnatcd state Near the bun- 
galow is a ver^ largo and handsome palace, 
fonncrly the residence of tho reigning fanul) , 
hut, sinco tho decuj of their fortunes, it has 
been abandoned for ft smaller one in tho town 
"Wo sent our salaams to tho Rajali, with n 
request to ho allowed to see the palace, and 
wero answered by an announcement that he 
intended to pay Jus respects to ns at threo 
o’clock Shortlj after tins wo had n visit from 
lus Vakeel, or Secretary, who had been brought 
tip at the English school in Poona, and could 

speak ven fair English L received lum, 

whilst I was lying down m an inner room , and, 
on hearing the Mem Salub was not very well, 
he offered to prescribe some natne powder for 
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mo; of which, however, I declined availing 
myself At the appointed time the Rajah’s caval- 
cade was seen approaclung. He w as nionnted 
on a prancing white horse, with a led and 
yellow saddle The animal was coarse and un- 
derbred ; but trained to execute elaborate cur- 
vettings. A man ran by the Rajah’s side, carry- 
ing a enmson satin fan, to shado him from the 
sun The Prime Munster and Vakeel accom- 
panied him on horseback An escort of the 
sonars caracoled round about m the most 
approved native fashion, whilst crowds of at- 
tendants, on foot, completed the cortege 

We bad chairs and a carpet m the verandah, 
ready to receive our guest, who is a young man, 
with a remarkably sinister expression of coun- 
tenance, and stupid withal, as he scarcely 
spoke a word himself, leaving the customary 
civilities to his Ministers Ho was very simply 
dressed, m a white imen jacket, and pyjamas , 

. with a plum coloured border, and a turban of 
the same colour , his only ornaments bemg a 
necklace of large onyxes, two pearls in each 
ear, and a handsome nng After a few minutes 
our guests departed, leaving a small elephant, 
with a fine red howdah, for us to nde upon, 
and return the visit We dmed as soon as 
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tluj were gone, mill tlicn, iM.coinpnmed hy 
our frieml, tlio Valid, "ho had ntnrnid to 
act ns cicerone, "0 mounted tlio elephant, and 
were conducted through tlio large, hut 'CO 
dirty and miserable loan of Nepancc, to tlio 
onco strong Tort (ono side of which has just 
been blown away by onr engineers, as a matter 
of precaution, to prc'cntfuturo mischief), which 
"0 entered tinder a tall archway, and across a 
mont, filled with water, and dismounted at the 
gate of tlio palace, now mhnbitod by the Enjnh 
The goto itself was a good specimen of the 
^Moorish arch, with handsome carving in stone 
all ronnd it entering, wo fonnd ourselves m 
a square court, tlio opposito side of winch was 
occupied by a double wooden verandah, with 
elaborately carved pillars and cornices -As 
cending to the lower verandah, which was li 
tcred with harness, and boxes, and dirty rubles 
of every description, wo advanced across an 
inner court, where were fonr or five pretty tame 
gazelles, and were shown into a small room 
with a carpet, and a row of chairs , and here 
we sat in solemn durbar for a few minutes, 
whilst hetel nut, and rags dipped m oil of 
sandal wooc£ were handed round, and neck 
laces of yellow flowers hung round our necks 
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The young Rajah showed more animation in 
his own house; bnt he has a bad look about 
his eye. A few years since, this family wero 
■very rich and powerful, and had a xevenno of 
seven lacs of rupees. How it happened I do 
not exactly know; bnt somehow, John Com- 
pany found that it was not prudent to allow so 
much power and wealth to remain in nativo 
hands ; and so tho Rajahs of Nepaneo wero 
eased of their superfluous riches, and left with 
a small territory only worth about 1,500b a 
year. The present Rajah has ono wife (who 
excused herself from receiving me, on tho plca # 
of not speaking our language), but no son ; so, 
as our Government refuse to recogmzo adop- 
tion, the small remaining territory will lapse to 
Queen Victoria on his death ; and as it is im- 
possible for the people and land to be in worse 
condition, there is every hope they may im- 
prove under her rule. 

• At the durbar n few complimentary speeches * 
were made, expressive of the joy felt by the 
Rajah at seeing us, and Ins hopes that we 
Would come again, &c. ; then an opinion was 
expressed that the English were -alt good 
people, but natives very bad — to this we had 
to make suitable rejoinder, and then rose to 
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go We wcro now conducted through an 
othor court, where the horses were kept, and 
a more filth} stablo it is impossible to conceive 1 
In short, the state of tlio wliolo palace would 
have disgraced nu English pigsty, and some 
traces of painting on the walls wero blackened 
and obliterated by dirt Among the stnd was 
one splendid animal, a hay, sixteen hands high, 
and \ery powerful , and of him tlio Rajah, 
who is fond of hunting, seemed justly proud 
There were besides a few coarse, fat, strong 
horses, and half a dozen tattoos, besides a fine 
old mare and her foal We took onr leave 
outside the palace , and, still escorted by the 
Vakeel and the sonars , remounted the elephant, 
and returned homo We could not help being 
amused at the rapacity of the mahout, who, 
at first starting, the moment wo entered the 
howdah, began to bargain for chirimin, or back 
slush We took the Vakeel to see our stud of 
horses and bullocks, of which he expressed ad 
miration , then sitting down for a few minutes, 
lie suddenly exclaimed, interrogatively, “ I may 
go ? and so departed 
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CHAPTER XL 

CROSSING A BITER — NATIVE IIOC8E — KOLATORE — THE 
SICTIST — THE UAUARAJAll’a EQUIPAGE — THE PALACE 
— DANCINO E1EPHA2TT — U'TVNTERESTIM) JOCRNTT— 
SATTUU — EASXr’8 PAIlACE a>d GARDENS— TORT — 
HOLT FISII — Alt IIITE AT POONA 

Thursday, Xcrmnbcr 4 

Leaving Nepanee at dawn wo passed throngh 
a strong gateway and fortification, built across 
tlio road, (truly the peace of the world required 
that these turbulent Rajahs should be re- 
strained,) and continued along a flat, ugly 
country, though with a range of lino lulls 
in the background, to the banks of a undo 
river, the current of winch was exceedingly 
strong, though, by following exactly tho track 
of our guide, the water did not reach tho 
saddles The gary with the baby was close 
- behind ns, and we waited to see him safely 
across : when about half-way over, the bullocks 
swerved from the right direction, and down 
went one wheel mto a hole, where it stuck fast, 
all the efforts of bullocks, and drivers only 
appearing to endanger upsetting the carnage, 
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without getting it out of the hole I got 
dreadfully alarmed for tho safetj of the child, 
and had him taken out and earned to tho 
shore, and at last* with the assistance of 
Coolies to man tho wheels, the gary was 
brought out in safety Aftor crossing another 
nver in a boat, wo entered on the independent 
territory of Kargul , tho fields teemed with 
benutifnl crops and gardens, and groves of trees 
lined the road as we approached the little 
town, tlirongh which the road is earned , the 
entrance is through a strong gate, enfiladed on 
both sides by a loopholcd wall * In the centre 
of the town are two very large and handsome 
native houses, having turrets at each corner 
painted m patterns, red, white, and yellow 
The windows are nil on tho upper storey, and 
through those that were open we saw elaborate 
* paintings in green and red on the inner walls 
One of the houses is the property of the 
Nawab, son to the prune minister of Hindu 
Rao and, pending a disputed right of inhen 
tance, he governs this state as a fief, held 
under the Maharajah of Kolagore Passing 
through the town we took up our quarters at a 
bungalow, which is pnvate property, and pro 
portionately bad In the evening a peon 
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arrived to take us to see a little cottage, sup- 
posed to bo in tbc English st)le, belonging to 
tbo Nawnb, and ■where, if wc had known it, we 
might have stajed. It was situated in a cool 
and pretty garden, shaded by cypresses, and 
had some attempt at furniture, in the shape of 
couches and mirrors, bnt I doubt not the 
mosquitos arc rampant there. 

Thence we were conducted to see the Hawaii's 
palace, a very good specimen of a noil-ordered 
house, belonging to a native of rank. He was 
himself absent, but lus wife sent civil messages to 
ns We rode through two courts, and alighted 
at the usual verandahed front of the durbar, 
or hall of reception, the walls of which wero 
prettily painted : it was occupied by writers 
transacting business, and here I learned that 
the numerous niches so universal in the walls 
of native houses are the receptacles of papers 
or any stray article, which wo Bhould find place 
for on tables or m drawers We were taken to 
the upper storey by a steep dark stair, and* 
found it not divided mto rooms, but consisting 
of three long galleries round the court, with 
windows looking on the street, evidently as 
popular as the club windows in London. 
Thence we ascended to the roof, which had 
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galleries all round for promenades, and little 
belvedere toners nt each comer, commanding 
beautiful views o\er the adjacent country. 
Eioiy part of the liouso was very clean and 
nice, but thcro was no attempt at furniture, 
except carpets in the durbar Before returning 
to our bungalow wo threaded the narrow and 
lntncato lanes of tlio town, and inspected a 
Tort on the opposite side, non used as a prison, 
and guarded by natn o troops, who are here 
permitted to bear arms The festival of the 
Dewallee is now going on, and tho town a as 
brilliantly illuminated, the principal houses 
being lighted architecturally by rows of torches 
round the cornices 

Friday, November 5 

We rode ten miles into Kolapoie this mom 
ing, along the most execrable road, often 
traversing masses of sheet lock, and then 
descending into boggy nullahs , — being the pro 
perty of a native state no trouble is taken 
about it, and often during the monsoon it is 
wholly impassable Wherever our Government 
has the superintendence of the roads, they are 
in general very good, the small nullahs being 
bridged over , but at the large nvers, where the 
expense of bridging would be great you are 
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left to take your chance, mud get over in the* 
best wav yon can. Tho Station at Kolaporc in 
situated on an arid plain, scarcely enlivened by 
a tree, but with a fine background of Ghauts to 
hound the view. The old city lies two miles 
away, embosomed in foliage, out of which peep 
tho summits of some of its temples and towers. 
*Wo were most hospitably received by Captain 
S , assistant Political Agent and Command- 

ant of the corps of local police, from whom I 
received the following account of tho transactions 
hero m July 1857. For somo time sinister 
reports had prevailed of the disaffection of the 
27tli Regiment, Bombay N. I., tho only troops 
in the Station, except a few irregular horse and 
the polico; there was not a single European, 
except the officers and their wives, the Resi- 
dent, and the civilians and their families. At 
length, on July 31st, just after my informant 
had gone to bed, filing was heard in the native 
hues. He immediately got up and ran to lus 
own regiment — the police — to see that they 
remained staunch. It was found that a portion 
of the 27th were in open mutiny, and were 
firing into the mess-house and officers’ bunga- 
lows, but, fortunately, in a desultory manner, 
and without killing any one. But now com- 
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men cod tho real tragedy : three poor young 
ofllcerH thinking remaining in their bungalows 
whs certain death, act off together to try and 
escape to tho ywast. They wandered through 
tho night, barefooted and bareheaded, and at 
length lay down to rest in a temple. Mean- 
time tho mutinous Sepoys, cowardly ns they 
wero disaffected, wero dispersed by a few volleys 
from tho faithful police, and took to flight 
along tho only road passable, on account of the 
recent rains, and coming upon their poor young 
officers sleeping, barbarously murdered them. 

It is satisfactory to. know that the rebels, con- 
tinuing their march into the Ivoncan, met with 
far less sympathy than they expected, and 
were nearly to a man destroyed by want and 
sickness. During tills fearful night, tho wife 
of our informant was left nlono in her bunga- 
low, when somo native officers of tlio police 
camo to her, and assnring her that she was no 
longer Bafe, besought her to commit herself to 
their care, which she did, and they concealed 
her for a time in a hot in their own lines, from 
whence they escorted her to the Residency, 
where tho rest of the ladies had assembled, and 
where for long they slept every night, guarded 
by the faithful police. The rest of the 27th 
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Begiment were disarmed, their number changed 
to Uic- 31st, and all those among them executed 
who were found to have been ringleaders of the 
mutiny. Thus began and ended the Sepoy rebel- 
lion at Kolaporc, hot the English residents ■were 
not long suffered to rest in security. Throughout 
the ensuing months reports were nfc that the 
brother of the Maharajah, who was known to 
be in correspondence with Nana Sahib, was 
using every effort to persuade the natives to 
nse and murder all tbe Europeans, and night 
after night men might he seen lurking behind 
the bushes in the Compounds, withheld m a 
wonderful way by their natural awe of the* 
Sahibs, from an open ontbreak. At length, on 
the Gth December, a large body of rebels 
collected, and being admitted mto the city by 
some traitors among the Maharajah’s troops, 
proceeded to attack Ins Highness himself m lus 
palace, which was however held by the pohee. 
Meantime the rebels shut the city gates, and 
threw themselves mto a small Fort in the town ; 
but their triumph was short Next morning 
General Jacob, principal Political Agent, ad 
vanced against them with a little band of 
picked men from the pohee and irregulars, 
blew open the gates, and took the Fort , (it was 
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lion, m loading tho storming part), tlwt 
Lieutenant Kerr, of the Southern Mnhrntti 
Horse, gained tho Victoria Cross ,) and noff 
short trulls and specdv executions were for 
some tune tho order of the da) ; tho traitor 
prince was seized and sent for lus health 
beyond Rea, mid all has been quiet since at 
Kolaporo 

Raturdav, JiorrmlxT 0 

We remained guests of Captain S 'a for 

to da) to gno rest to our cnttle and sonants 
As our host a carnago was, for some reason or 
other, not available, ho sent to request the loan 
*of the Maharajah a to tako us to sec tho city 
and palace, and according!) it arrived for us i« 
tho afternoon, escorted by a. wear Such a 
vehicle ! originally an ugly green English 
britsha, hut littlo of tho former paint remained, 
and ono wheel lmd been replaced b) a native 
ono, wholly innocent of tho brush! The 
cushions were covered with a once gorgeous 
crimson and yellow damask, now rags and 
dirt , the horses, onco good, were aged a eterons, 
from whom the rotten pieces of old English liar 
ness dropped nswcdxovo along, and the ghorra 
wallas were as dirty as can well be imagined ' 
It was rather late when we started, to avoid a 
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was brought from Ins abode under tho arch to 
perform before ns. Ho was a aery largo one, 
and Ins faco and trunk were painted in patterns 
with bine, green, and red paint. His dancing 
consisted in rearing and bounding forward, 
With an activity quite wonderful in so ponderous 
a beast, and then, in obedience to tho orders of 
his vMthoutf executing a senes of qmclc shuffles 
round tho courtyard; though liow the latter 
contnvcd to keep lus scat on tho huge beast’s 
neck during all these prancings, , remained a 
mystery. His Highness s faiounto charger was 
next brought out for our inspection, a hand- 
some and very powerful grey, with a long tad 
dyed enmson, though, to our ideas, much too 
fat , he too was made to curvet and execute 
wonderful bounds into the air, really snrpnsmg 
in a poor animal whose head was tightly tied 
into bis chest by the native martingale These 
exhibitions over, we walked to see the great 
temple in an adjoining court Of Jam origin, 
and built of polished black stone, its pillars, 
walls, and cornices most delicately and elabo 
rately carved, it has had pointed Hindu white 
domes added on to it at a later date, and the 
carving suffered a good deal, when the city was 
taken by the Mnhammedans under the Emperor 
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Aurengz^b. Altoge tlier, with its varied shape, 
vast extent, and the arches and cloisters by 
which it is approached, this temple must rank 
as one of the most magnificent and beautiful 
of the architectural remains of ancient India. 

The numerous small tanks in the courts of tlfo 
temple were to-day thronged with gaily dressed 
natives ; some of the younger girls had splendid^ 
eyes, and were altogether less ugly than usual. 

. The trees m tho courtb were hung with strings 
of bright paper lanthoms, to he illuminated at 
dark. We were not allowed to enter the 
temple itself, as it is looked upon as remarkably 
but we looked into a small shrrne in one 
of the courts, which was lighted up, and it con- 
tained an idol dressed m tinsel and covered, 
with jewels, just tho very model of many a 
saint I have seen in Christian Europe On our 
return to the palace I waited, whilst the gentle- 
men made salaams to the Maharajah, who is a 
quiet, inoffensive man, content to enjoy his 
empty state, denuded of even the shadow of 
power * His chief amusement is in shooting, 
and he has frequent battues for hares and wild 
fowl, which abound m the neighbourhood. We 
were escorted through, the city by flambeau - 
bearers, as it was dark before we left the palace 
v 2 
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Surnhy, November 7 

Wo were obliged to continue onr journey to- 
day, as tlic allowanco of timo to an officer 
proceeding to join Ins regiment, is a day fe r 
overy twelve miles, and wo were already behind- 
hand, owing to tho delay occasioned by my 
illness at Belgauin Wo had to cross the 
nver, about two miles from the Station at Kola- 
pore, and being wido and deep it was an opera 
tion that took a considerable time The horses 
required a little persuasion before they would 
jump into tho boat , the bullocks were made to 
swim over tho road also was extremely bad, so 
that it was ten o clock before we arrived at the 
bungalow at Kinrne to breakfast # The snn m 
these plains is very scorching, and tho hot wind 
blowB all day, diy and disagreeable, and oh 1 
so different to moist, cool Dlianvar 

Just at dusk, as we were watching tho depar 
ture of our carts, an English gentleman rode up, 
and asked for a little refresliment, of which, un 
fortunately, v,e had very little to oflei him, as 
our provisions had gone on for tho next day 
He was nding post into Kolapore 

Monday, November 8 

The stage of eighteen miles to Pait Nerla, is 
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.over a remarkably arid ami uiuntereitiiig 
c°un r), and the travellers* bungalow is situated 
«n a arren piece of rock} grown], scry glaring 
1 lot. At the precise moment of our arrhnl, 
' T0 palhces approached from tlio opposite 
roe ion, and wo fonnd them to contain two 
>< ics o onr acquaintance, who were tras clime 

a, an 1 °i° n!l l ,° Bc, S“ um > sorted l>y a gentle- 
on lorsehack, nud also accompanied by an 

S ' m a - Thi,ww somewhat incon- 
acc ‘ mn ^ tl0D t0 our P»rty, as the wholo 
ccommoc la hon at the hltlo bungalows on this 

2e C r ,tS n ,°r ™m,: how m e" 
amees^ i°. P f ° r U ’ " ni1 "° P“ % «1 very 
of ^,1, * 3 *°S° tller > making common stock 

th Lrf^r 1 <Lnncr - ■ uij j>»pp>ij «t 

staeo 1 hCS <letcrmmea t0 P«sh on another 
£ ’ leasing us m undisturbed possess, on. 

smooth Tun,’ 3 ” W 1 n t 0tl “ ns but “ **** »w 

dxrr'rXS.’uz 

a r' f ““ on h0 T hacl - T1,c ear m somo 
oogreo resembles a bullrnsh, and the masse 

instead of? 5105 ‘l 0 010 8 ’ talk ar ° nsed 4 
stead of bay, and are considered very M tnU- 
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mis for horses; the} arc culled Kerb}. Sugar- 
cane is also much cultivated hero, and is a very 


prett} crop, with its graceful pointed Icn'cs 
Chihes and cotton are also ver} abundant: tho 
fonner, now being gathered and laid on the 
ground to dr}, look at a distance like a scarlet 
carpet, and tho graceful cnstor-oil plant is 
much used for hedges Gourds and melons, 
and numerous grains both for oil and food, are 
also cultivated There are largo fires lighted at 
night, to keep the hcrdR of wild pig out of the 
corn, and all da} men and bo}S, often mounted 
on little platforms, keep up tho most diabolical 
noise to protect tho crops from the depredations 


of birds 


Tucwlaj November 0 


The road was worse than yesterday, flD( ^ 
nftcr fifteen miles wo enmo to Kurar, a large 
town on the banks of a deep wide mer, winch 
we shall have to cross to morrow So few 


travellers, excepting troops, ever are seen m 
this country that we create quite a sensation, 
and tlio Mamlut dhar of the place sent his 
salaam and an offer of every assistance in his 
power to get our things over the river* I 
suppose the average would not exceed six 
private families in the 3 ear, travelling on this 
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the Grand Trunk Road of the Bomb i\ Pre-u 
dency, and if c\cr moving is made easier and 
more general, some better accommodati on will 
have to be made, thm the very small and 
uncomfortable bungalows, winch, liowc\cr, 
have the merit of cleanliness Kurar is very 
prettily situated on a rock) height overhanging 
the nver, and has the remains of strong fortifi 
cations , it possesses a doubtful character for 
loyalty, and Xana Salub is the proprietor of a 
house here 1Yc amused oursehes for somo 
hmo during our evening stroll, watching the 
country people from tbo opposito bank carrying 
burthens through the ford into the town, tlio 
■fratcr being* up to their shoulders ono woman 
m particular, carrying something on her head, 
emerged from the water, scantily but quite 
decently clothed, and laying down her burthen, 
Bhe aery quickly and* gracefully wound her 
sarce nronnd her, (which she bad earned lugh 
above the water in .licr hand,) and dropping the 
*ct cloth which had been bound round her 
body, she proceeded, dry and smart, to do her 
errand m the town 

There is a very large and handsome mosque, 
situated in the centre of the principal bazaar, to 
a nearer inspection of which we were attracted 
by its tall and graceful minarets 
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"tt ulnc-silav, No\ ember 10 

The crossing of tho met was effected wtb 
great success, tho ganj being placed in a 
largo flat-bottomed boat, and tho bullocks 
swara over, whilst onr horses wore led through 
tho ford Tlio road to Attcet (eighteen miles) 
is very flat and tiresome, and extremely had, 
though the distant Ghauts always afford pretty 
YiOY.8. Tho hungnlow is well placed near some 
trees on tho hanks of a small stream 

Thursday, November 11 

A pretty ndo of ten miles along a nicely 
wooded valley, enclosed in an amphitheatre of 
fine lulls, among which we wound, and emerged 
into another valley on 9 the other side, brought 
us to the pretty little Station of Sattara, with 
its white bungalows and giecn trees Wo were 

met, on our arrival, by Captain S , who 

most kindly undertook to entertain ns, though 
total strangers, during our stay I was obliged 
m the first place to send for a doctor to pre- 
scribe for an inflamed eye, which had been 
giving me much pain and annoyance for some 
days past, and after applying a lotion, which 
gave me excruciating pain, I was ordered to put 
pn leeches They were brought from the 
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hospital for my use, by the most horrible look- 
old woman, who is kept to attend to them, 
RD< were lied up in n ^g, with Bomo lumps of 
a “• The animals themselves were bright 
f C ? n ’ w!Ul yellow stripes, quito a different 
ane y from tbe black leeches, at Gairsapa, 
which resembled their English brethren ; how- 
ever, they were hungry and did their duty, and 

cvm; nlm ?. st mslant rcliof to P ain - 111 11“) 
JT S an<! Mrs - S — took us to 

tara' wt I>a l ttC °, bel0nsing to tho Ra i al1 of Sat- 
I'risnn ° °-n treasona,J ' 0 practices is now onr 
to Uve L m Do ”^ a y ; 1,10 Eanc ° >» still allowed 
berC ‘ T l ° Dar ’ ,ar Hall is a splendid 
partment, 150 feet long, lighted at night by 

si — 10 el<lSS cbanSc l icrs . and along each 
must wT ° f f0tmtaiuS ' “r wWeh 
to the n 1 “ T 7 b “ ntiful - We nest went 

with r L C ° f 8 ’ 5 '' hicl1 WaS clo3c ^' planted 
and rf I , ° cocoa - nut and betel-nut, palms 
flotem n I 1 ” 8 ’ T th “ f ° W I0Ses “d other 

WauT^T ’ traTcrscd % Pared 

walk intersecting one another at right angles. 

delLr, 8 raJ f <Ua i n0t Penetrate, nnd it was 
euciously cool and refreshing. There urn 

roir 1 TT ^ m tbe gardon - with bathing- 
rooms attached, and different little bungalows 
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two of winch contain rooms, with walls and 
ceilings of looking glass Two other rooms 
are entuely covered with water coloured pictures, 
portraits, some of them palpably the work of a 
French artist, whilst others are native produc 
tions, hut all, whether by European or Indian 
artists, represent the beauties of the Zenana as 
« lute, very fair » Fiom the gardens we went to 
see the Ranee s stud, many of them splendid 
horses, and all kept domg nothing, in a fine 
range of clean airy stables , and here we saw 
a baby elephant of three years old, whose boy 
mahout he was already learning to obey 

The palace stands m a handsome square of 
the native town of Sattara, the sheets of which 
generally are wider and handsomer than those 
of any I have seen The situation is beautiful 
on sloping ground, overhung by a fort crowned 
rock, with all the roads lined by n , \ ennes of fine 
trees, and looking over the green Station and 
across a wide plain, to the purple Ghauts 
bounding the horizon Driving homewards 
we stopped to see a tunnel by means of which 
a road lias been earned tlirough a roekv hill 
to the villages in a valley on the other side, 
and tho view was lovclj m the glow of sunset 
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Friday, NovimWr 12 

Vfe remained at Snttam to-ckj , irjieiidiu" the 
time with our hospitable friends, utul it was 
amusing to Bee the wonder evinced 1>\ the bah}, 
at finding liimsflf m the nndst of four little 
people of his own age and upwards, lie having 
evidently hitherto considered lumself the only 
baby m the world. ’In the ©Netting we drove 
to the foot of the lull on which the Fort is built, 
aad getting into palhces, were home up a steep 
and narrow path, and through the usual zigzag 
gateways to the interior, which is m good 
repair, and guarded bj fine old towers Tlio 
Yiew on each aide is magnificent. The interior 
, 13 large, and contains man} fine trees, and a 
palace where a turbulent Rajah was imprisoned 
for eighteen years There aro also the ruins of a 
Hmdu Temple of great reputed sanctitj, in 
front of which is a tank literally bw arming 
^ith sacred fifth, who arc considered too holy 
to be lolled, and arc fed with grain twice a day 
at the expense of Government Some ncc was 
brought and thrown into the water, when it was 
a curious sight to see the struggling mass of 
living creatures, fighting, leaping, splashing, 
and disputing over the grains of nee, absolutely 
millions of little moving bodies 1 This Fort 
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capitulated to qui foices nftei a few days siege 
in 1818, since wlncli time the Rajahs were per 
nutted to enjoy a nominal sovereignty under our 
protection till last yeai, when, finding that the 
Bajali and his hi other weie extensively con 
cerned in the rebellion in the north west, they 
were seized and sent pnsoneis to Bombay 
« 

. Saturday, November 13 

We agam set forward on our travels, though 
rather later than usual, being delayed by horse 
dealing transactions, winch resulted in the 
purchase of a tattoo, the road crossed the 
plain and giadnally ascended to a higher level, 
it was very good, the nullahs being crossed by 
fine bridges, just what the rest of the toad 
ought to be, and the views either way very 
pretty Our stage was fourteen miles to 
Deewa, where the bungalow is prettily situated 
m a grove of fine trees We found it occupied 
by a party of dragoons bringing horses to Sat 
tara, but they soon pitched their tents, and got 
out of our way In ono of tho rooms there 
remained a poor sick young Englishman, « 
clerk m tho telegraph department, who was 
proceeding quito alone to Poona, and was pro 
strato with finer He was icrj grateful for 
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“me quinino which I gave him, and before 
ablo to continue his journey in his 
'J an J- After a pleasant stroll in the evenin'^ 
l e retir oi to hod as usual, hut not to rest, for 
ougli in this country one gets so entirely nc- 
cus omed to the presence of rats and mice that 
fu -think little about them, still the noise of 
me ung gnawing and miinching was so extra- 
nary, that it made one sit up to see by 
1 ““““I it could bo caused, and we beheld 

feaSbfrr 0n ?. ae . table > *l>ore lie had been 

treat,,™ ““ enormona bandecoutc, a 

Waitk! t iT h ° ra ‘ SpCdeS - but as bi S ns a oat I 
escaneT™ ? WCre SUre he bad madc b » 

• erected a S a ‘ ™ 

carnet n P°° derous barricade, consisting of 
T -bags, books, and every thing solid we 

first taking care JpnttLremai:: 

once Lr? Pe i ° UtSid ° thB vdadow ’ aml ^ 

' alas lT T ° nred ‘° W0 ° tbe Blee Py god 1 


hlfesli^ ^’,, aS 7 nrms of suiallcr^ vermin 
o ar r “ S ^ hongalow determined to prevent 

» w .Sunday, November 14. 

We rode twenty-ono miles into Neera Bridge 

barr™ ° C , ; ° TCr tbo most aosolate and 

barren country I ever saw, absolutely nothing 



302 


LIFE IN IIsDI\ 


green to be seen, except a few stunted young 
trees planted % the roadside We descended 
a steep Ghaut from the plateau on which Deewa 
is situated, and forded a wide river at Neera, the 
bridge having been broken for some years, and 
no steps taken to repair it The bungalow is 
very small and dusty, close to the high road, 
with a few wretched "huts around it 

Monday, November 15 

A vehicle, misnamed a phaeton, which we 
had ordered to meet us here, to take us straight 
mto Poona, m advance of our baggage, arrived 
during the night, and at dawn, loading it with 
all necessary articles, and accompanied by the 
ayah, and one servant, we took our seats* ana 
prepared for a start The horses howler were 
of a different mind, and after enduring for a 
quarter of an hour sundry violent plunges, 
backings, and turnings, having an imminent 
tendency to upset or break the crazy vehicle, 
we got out till the point at issue betweon beasts 
and driver should be settled One of tho 
animals evinced so. decided an objection to 
leaving the village, that at last we insisted on 
having him changed, and then were enabled 
to proceed on our way We stopped to break 
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hst at Jeejura, a ullage full of fino trees, 
G . TNuch rises a steep rock, crowned by a 
ce ebrnted temple dedicated to somo of tho 
Cs " tes of t' 10 Hindus, and supported bv a 
grant from tho English Government I l At tho 
f? s J a g°> Sassoor, wo saw the nuns of a fine 
. 1,1 a ° e of Nana Sahib’s, and further on a 
rong Fort a ( i jj 10 o j a range of lulls, 
e ween two of which we gently ascended, and 

of PooT “ ’ 0ng Glmnt mt0 tbe P lau > 

S we’,^ l00ke<1 “ duSty ’ hot > *7 » 

the km 1 eft ]t D r me mont! *^ a S° Wo found, by 
hD<lncss of <™r old fnends, our former 

roatytoTi *" 0Ur rece P t,0D ’ and “"■»»« 
howL “ * end 1,1,011 us 0nr Bta y here WB 

ga * " ^ be t0 ™ lt tho amval of our bag 

n6w m th fi li 1S t0 hUny 0n t0 Jom 1113 troo P> 
Mkow ? ® d B0me " here m the direction of 

oftbe'crnTir^ t0 the caTalr y division 

«ie Central Indian field force 
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CHAPTER XII. 

JOUBNVt TO AltMEDYUdOER — TOMB OP Tift" SISTERS 
PREPARATIONS TOR ACTIVF 8FIIVICE — DtPARTOnE OF 

CAPTAIN TIOET — BOLITARY LIFE 8UMHOVED TO 

MnOW — START AOATN — JUNGLE PETER — THE E REELS 
ARRIVAL AT jrALLIOATTM — CnniBTUAB EVE 

Friday, November 19 

The last three days have been spent m laying' 

in a stock of necessaries for L to take into 

the field, and in worries and difficulties without 
number, connected with our servants, who 
almost all refuse to go a step farther, and no 
fresh ones from this place can be induced to go" 
up country. "We had to threaten the contunja- 
cious with flogging, and bnbe them by the 
promise of double wages. At this moment, 
with the immense influx of European troops 
into the country, it is veiy difficult to get any 
respectable servants, as tbe veiy lowest and 
most disreputable caste think it easy to impose 
on fresh comers, and flourishing written charac # 
ters are easily bought m the bazaar. Onr 
carts arrived on Wednesday, and the things 
transferred to fresh vehicles were sent on again 
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y&terday, while wo aro ordered to proceed 
P°s toAhmednngger, — a useless expense, ns wo 
twst wait there for horses and baggage. Ac- 
cordingly wo left Poona in a phaeton at six 
• ™ m °ramg, and travelled all day over a wido 
r m through a most nnintercsting country, 
occasionally cultivated, hnt often barren and 
m h and always dry, brown, and dnsty. The 
tlm i WU f ^ 00 ^’ cxc cpt at occasional dips into 
abonf ' e ' 3 ° f ” Tcra ‘ changed horses at 

sW eTe , ty 60Ten mUca . and at every second 
wbn , °, had somc arrowroot wanned for baby, 
lllj hls character of a good traveller, 
dents° h ‘^r l0 ” S t0t dny ' U P sets ftDt1 acci- 
‘emnirJ 1 ? fre<1 ° CDt mt h t] >c crazy vehicles 

hea^rfa 011 tLeSe r0!Uls ’ nnd as ve ™re 
ticnl. 1 aa ™ We Were fortunate to escape, par- 

ahotunr a 9 >, th f e “ b ° ^at P d„ubts 
peaslnc Wh i° elS ’ Which atcT0r y Bt “g 0 required 
, ifS'” and WCre BeTCral timcB taken off. 

Btahon r „ 00 i’' b ° a a halr ' TOy - thoro is “ email 

now tn i! u mde nTer l ° Cross ’ which was 
100 ehallow to aUow of the boat being 

nbon’t rlv “PParenUy, there was a difficulty 
out the horses drawing the carriage through 
he very soff deep sand of which the botto m °is - 
omposed, so they were taken off, and we were 
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drawn down ft steep bank, through the river, 
and up the opposite sido, by about twenty shoo - 
ing, chattering Coolies, innocent of garments, 
and vociferous for backshish. Towards eve 
ning wo approached some hills, quite a re e 
after the monotony of the plain, and about 
eight o’clock, by tho light of a glorious moon, 
wo entered the Station of Alnnednugger, 
abounding in fino trees, and appearing like an 
oasis in the desert; and were hospitably received 
at the bungalow of the Brigadier commanding- 
The distance from Poona, which we had been 
fourteen hours in performing, is about seventy 
miles. , 

Saturday, November 

We do not know how to settle our plans ; it 
appears as if I could not accompany L— 
any farther, as he will have to put his baggage 
on tattoos, and travel faster than the bullock- 
gary with baby, could keep up ; then it lS 
quite uncertain where his troop is, no one here 
has any intelligence, and the last news of Tan- 
tia Topee is, that he is in the neighbourhood of 
Asseerghur, which is on the direct route between, 
thiB place and Mhow. If I remain here I f ear 
I shall have difficulty in getting a house, as 
they are very scarce, and the first choice be- 
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°ngs to officers quartered in the Station. I 
““"Shts of pushing on to Aurcngabad, but 
am aaTlset t “gainst it, as tbo number of.Euro- 
pean troops is very small there, and the Station 
s considered somewhat unprotected. Wo went 

o aj to see Mrs A whom we had known 

°ona, and found her living in such a pretty 
Place, quite in the conntry, hire a house m 
° ' The two sitting-rooms of hci house 

callcd^hr^f th ° f en ° r ° f krgC tombs 

heL i, ^3isters, from a tradition of their 
a t 1,0 r 0 ? 01 rlaces of two tw m grand - 
m a'fit° r f ° f 1 16 great Em peror Anrenzcb, who 
of ~ V* ? ger Wle<l one ’ an(1 the other ihed 
oJ „ i A bungalow is attached to them on 
etnas’ contmjm ig bedrooms, and the whole 
trees 3 i? a prett y gnnlen, surrounded with fine 
’ ab °nt a mile from the cantonment. 

> 

T - Monday, November 22 

arffiTTu. had hlS 1 tC f an<1 ba gg a S e Packed on 
Pi ck M i 7 ^ f ° r start “8- which were 

Brmad, ? n 6 ' °, th ° ^“rd-room, in the 
m"ht ,7 S Com f 0 “ d: “nd J«t, during the 

wit \, 11 °'T erS ad COntnTed to decamp 

1th them, and were nowhere to be found this 
morning so greatly do the natives dislike home 
\ 2 * ° 
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sent with an officer on service To day a fresh 
lot had to bo pressed, and pomes bought for eaclt 
of the. sonants, who, notwithstanding thorn 
crease in their pay promised to them at Toona, 
hero rebelled again, and demanded ponies, 
■warm clothes, and field balta — all which c 
mnnds an nnfortnnato officer is perfectly help 
less to refnso Wo were very busy packing the 
baggage— hoping to send it, and the sorvants, 
off at night , but when evening camo on, tMy 
begged to delay their departnro till tho morn 
ing, from fear of tho Eolullas, a predatory tribe, 
who aro up on tho frontier of tho Nizam b tem 
tory, between thiB and Aurengabnd 

Tuesday November 23 

After a great deal of annoyance and worry, 

we heard of a house here, and L an( V 

went to see it, and agreed it was best to take 
it for me — though it is gloomy and dirty enong 
— and it will be some days before I can get into 
it We then drove to see Borne pieces of far 
mture belonging to a person leaving the Sta 
tion, and selected a few trifles for my house 
The evening was hot and stifling, and a Da 

bullock gary arrived to convey L to Auren 

gabad tins we packed with mattrass an 
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pillows, bo as to form a not uncomfortable bed ; 
and at eight o’clock wo ’lmd again to part — 
or the third t{ m6 ij^s year — lie, to encounter 
o uncertainties of a lonely jonmov tiirongli 
“ enem y' s country, and I, left a etrangcr 
among Btrangers, to set np my solitary homo. 

e bear that Tantia Topee lias again eluded 
our forces ; and, passing to the westward, now 
atons Dhoolia. His infantry bavo left liim ; 
au< iis force consists of cavalry and elephants. 

e has issued a proclamation, calling upon tho 
™~° crs to rise and destroy tho Sahibs, and 
curing them of protection, if they afford him 


Wednesday, December 15, 

Ia „ st ‘hree weeks have afforded little 
ttby of daily record, Qr intcrestj to 

27M nt “7 Belf ' moved into my bouse on the 
moL NoTembCT ; and my daily life was as 
“w ' ^ 60lit!l17 nS il ts* possible to 
mv T-T 0nly “ioyu'cut consisted in 
y daily rides m which X explored most of 
no country within two or three miles of the 
ntonment, took many sketches, and found 
my horse a trno and faithful companion. There 
nre many fine ruins of the Muhammedan dvnasty 
tho neighbourhood of Ahmednugger—tlio 
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two principal of which aro the palnco of the 
• Ferinbagh, situated on an island in n tank, in 
tho centra of park-like grounds, and the t w0 
ruins at the Bheestiebagh — botli picturesque 
and probably remains of kiosks, or hunting- 
boxes. I was never nblo to accomplish an ex- 
pedition to Salabat Khan’s tomb — an extensive 
ruin, on a fine hill, from whcnco tho view is 
said to be magnificent; but the distance was 
too great for mo to venture thither unaccom- 
panied. I had few acquaintance in Ahmed- 
ntrgger, and mylifo was very ionely; and tho 
delays and mismanagement of tho postal ar- 
rangements were tho cause of much anxiety to 
mo : for, though my husband wroto to me con- 
stantly, I very rarely received a letter from 
bim ; nor did lio get those I despatched to him 
daily — till months after date — with one or two 
exceptions. All I could gather was, that he 
was still journeying as rapidly as possible m 
pursuit of his troop, which, like a Will-o’-the- 
wisp, seemed continually to elude him — the 
fact being, that Tantia Topee continued to lead 
our columns such an eccentric dance, it was 
never known with any certainty where any of 
them might be to-morrow. There were a good 
many other grass widotes, besides myself, m 
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the rebels, with some flying column, in total 
unconsciousness of liis hercavcmont. 

Tho native city of Ahmednugger is enclosed 
within a wall, nnd boasts many handsome tombs 
and mosques within its circuit, as well as somo 
of tho widest and cleanest streets often seen in 
Indian towns. Tho Collector’s bungalow is 
situated just within tho gates, and stands in a 
beautiful garden. There is something very sad 
in tho very numerous monumental remains of 
tho Mohammedan conquerors of tho Deccan — 
grand old tombs, and splendid mosque? — the 
names of those, to whose memory they were 
erected, being completely swept away — except 
in two or three instances, such as “ The Sisters” 
— and the tomb of a favourite horse, which was 
pointed out to me the other day. 

On first settling in my bungalow, I set myself 
to work to unpack and tidily re-arrange my own 
and my husband’s things; which latter, packed 
by his native servant, were miracles of confusion. 
In each drawer, or box, I found a sample of each 
article of clothing — boots, shirts, coats, socks, 
and handkerchiefs; boots always uppermost, 
and unpapered. It took me a good day’s work 
to set things in order. One evening I amused 
myself "by superintending the shoeing of my 
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bullocks; which operation was conducted in 
the following manner : — A long piece of ropo 
was made fast to tho horns, and the other end 
past round tho animal's irntsf, with a turn 
round the off hind, and near fore-foot : this 
was gradually tightened, and tho bullock al- 
lowed himself to be gently drawn into a sitting 
posture. Slowly his head went down, which 
was immediately sat upon hy an assistant ; and 
three of Ins legs were tied together in a knot, 
and then the shoeing-smith proceeded to affix, 
a narrow plate of iron to each portion of the 
divided hoofs — the poor animal all the time 
taming np his eyes with an air of helpless 
resignation, ludicrous to witness. 

’Whilst looking on at this operation, I was 
attracted by another curious native work, going 
on in my Compound. This was the re-tinning 
of my cooking-pots, which is requisite to be per- 
formed every three or four weeks in this coun- 
try. A man was squatted down before a small 
. charcoal fire ; over which he held, with a pair 
of tongs, the copper vessel requiring to bo 
tinned, till it was red-hot ; then, sprinkling it 
over with a few grains of powdered tin, ho 
rubbed it all over « nth his hand, with a piece 
of rag dipped in salt. The inside was done by 
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not long survive, and left a little orphan black 
lamb to the care of the goat. 

At last, on this day, December 15th, I heard 
of my lmsliand's arrival at Mliow, after a 
tedious and most fatiguing march, going some 
days as much as forty-five miles. His travels 
were by no racauB over, as the troop seemed 
as far off ns over, but in the mean time lie gave 
mo permission to follow him to. Mliow as soon 
as I could,, (whence the communication with the 
field forces is much easier than hero,) leaving 
the routo entirely to mo. I was delighted at 
the prospect of gotting oven so much nearer 
to him, but much perplexed how to chooso tlio 
best manner of going. My inclinations rather 
pointed to tlio Aurangabad road, principally 
from tlio hope of seeing tlio caves of Ellora 
and Ajnnta ; but there was no doubt that tbo 
jouraoy through tlio Bohilla country was rather 
a risk for a lady alone, and unarmed. How- 
ever, I applied for escort, and introductions at 
the different Stations, thinking to start in about 
a week. In the evening I dined out for the 
first time sinco I had been at Alimednugger, 

and amongst the company met with Dr. S , 

the Inspector-General of hospitals in tho Bom- 
bay Presidency, who, with Ills wife and her 
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"brother, (a young officer on sick leave,) was 
passing through Aluncdnngger on liis tour of 
inspections. They heard my story, and com- 
passionating my solitary* position, most kindly 
offered to escort mo as far ns Dlioolia, if I 
would consent to going that way, and if I could 
bo Tcady to start on the next morning but one. 
The offer was too good to bo refused, so X * 
determined to see what energy and a deter- 
mined will could accomplish, even with native 
servants, tho greatest difficulty being to procure 
carriage, which generally requires bespeaking 
for several days before it is wanted. 

Thursday, December 10. 

I sat up the greater part of the night, 
writing letters for tho English Mail, and 
making arrangements? (which were all carried 
out in the course of the day,) for the sale of my 
few articles of furniture, the purchase of bul- 
locks, and hire of carts and tattoos, besides 
getting rid of my bungalow, hiring and fright- 
ening refractory servants, as some of mine were 
sick, and some refused, as usual, to go ; I also 
had to provide for the tending of tho poor little 
sick pony, and to see to the packing of all my 
things. By hard work this was all accom- 
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the rag being held in a pair of pincers. The 
whole process was very rapid, and 'tho vessels 
came out looldng as bright as silver. 

There was. a grand fete given by tho principal 
natives at Alunednuggcr to celebrate the assump- 
tion of tho Government of India by Queen 
Victoria ; but, by tho accounts we hear, the Pro- 
clamation is very erroneously understood by most 
classes of natives. I have it from the Collector of 
a large district, that many told liim they thought 
tho English meant to ask pardon for their op- 
pressions ; Whilst others think our judges and 
magistrates, are to be replaced by natives, and 
the late holders of Enam lands nourish a hope 
of having them restored : in short, there is no 
end to the absurd blunders and expectations 
which the mere fact of a Proclamation, read in a 
manner they cannot understand, has called forth. 

There is a strong fort at Ahinednugger, 
in good repair, and garrisoned by some of the 
18th Royal Irish. On one side may he seen 
traces of a breach, by which the Duke of "Wel- 
lington entered it ; and outside is a large tree, 
under which he is said to have breakfasted on 
the morning of the assault. One morning, I 
was sitting at my usual employments, and tho 
baby playing on the carpet 'with his hearer, 
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dose to me, when suddenly the man jumped 
up, rushed through the open window into the 
verandah, tore down a pieco of the trellis-work, 
and commenced violently heating on the grouud. 

I could not imagine what was the matter, till, 
on approaching, I saw him destroying a largo 
snahe, winch was jast outside, within two yards 
of thehahy. Itwas red on tho hack, and white un- 
derneath, and the man said was very venomons. 

The four-footed portion of my establish- 
ment did not prosper at Ahmcdnnggcr. My 
liorso was for long nnwell with a congh ; and 
ono day hahy's pretty little pony, who had 
marched in safety nil these long miles from 
Dhnrwar, incautiously ventured to approach 
somo green meal, which tho bullocks were 
eating ; when tho smaller of tho two, who has 
always heeu vicious and spiteful, ran at tho 
poor little tattoo, and ripped up his side. It 
was immediately sewn up and bandaged ; and 
I placed it under tho caro of a native doctor, 
who applied poultices of loaves and strango 
looking salves, and gave hopes of its ultimate 
recovery. The very day of this accident, a 
pet sheep wo had long had got into tho stahlo, 
whore she was seized and shaken by tbo horse ; 
and afterwards so badly lacked, that sho (lid 
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plislicd in the course of the day, and in the 
evening I went down to dine and sleep at the 

F s’. After dinner we all walked up to my 

house, 'and found the native servants and 
garywallalis all sitting down talking, and doing 
nothing, while boxes and parcels strewed 
the ground in ovory direction. Thanks to 

Dr. F ’s cnorgy, they were soon roused, 

and the packing of the carts and tattoos was 
finished by ten o’clock p.m. when they were 
despatched on their first day’s march. 

• Friday, December 17. 

I sent off the gary with baby and his 
attendants early, and then mounting my horse 
I rode to the Post-office, and had the happiness 
of receiving one English letter, and then, 

jo inin g my kind friend?. Dr. S and his 

brother-in-law, rodo with them sixteen miles to 
Singwa, the first bungalow on the Malligaiun- 
road, which ia prettily situated in a grove of 
fine tamarind trees on the banks of a nnllah. 
The road was ugly enough, over an arid plain, 
relieved in one part by the descent of a pictur- 
esque Ghaut. The rest of the party, consisting 

of Mrs. S and her nice little hoy of three 

years old, the ayah, and a large black Persian 
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cat, performed the journey in a four-wheeled 
dog-cart, drawn by a pair of horses, and fitted 
with a white linen awning to keep off the son. 
"We overtook them on the top of the lull, 
something being amiss with one of the wheels, 
which will necessitate sending back the carnage 
to Ahmednngger for repairs, and it will haic to 
make a forced journey to overtake ns, while m 
the mean time it is fortunate that there is my 
hnllock cart for the use of the party An even- 
ing stroll along the nver bank, with tea* in the 
moonlight, and some reading and working, occu- 
pied the hours pleasantly till "bedtime 

Saturday, December 18 

"We were up betimes, having a long march to 
perform I rode my own horse the first half, 

and Mrs S kindly lent hers to me, for the 

last part of the journey , he is a beautiful bay 
Arab, with showy action The road took us 
over a dreary plain, with a few and IiiIIb in the 
distance, and is crossed at frequent intervals by 
nullahs, and by two or threo nvers, which in 
the rainy reason are probably considerable, but 
tbe water in only one of which reached to the 
horses’ knees We accomplished the distance 
to Kolar, twenty two miles, in three hours, 
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■where the bungalow is a largo one, standing 
near some fmo trees, outside a once strong but 
now ruinous village ; but the general aspect of 
the country” is a mass of dust, as far as the eye 
can reach. The party in the hullo ck-^ar?; 
did not get over their journey so satisfactorily, 
being six hours accomplishing it, as one of my 
newly-purchased bullocks proved a bad bargain, 
refusing to go out of a walk, and sitting down 
whenever he was beaten. The evenings and 
mornings are now very cold, and we were glad 
to take a brisk walk to warm ourselves, and to 
sit wrapped in shawls for the rest of the even- 
ing. Mrs. S has a Hindu ayah, who is 

unhappily married to a drunken worthless hus- 
band. She one day told her mistress that she 
could not believe in the goodness of the Supreme 
Being, as He permitted bo many wicked people 
to live on in the world, adding, that every 
night Bhe prayed to her god to take aicay her 
huslandy and yet her prayers were still un- 
answered, and he lived to torment her ! 

Monday, December 20. 

We remained yesterday at Kolar, and leaving 
it at half-past six this morning, rode thirteen 
miles and a half to Baharreo, over an ugly, baro 
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country. Tlio made road ceased at Kolar, and 
the track to-day wns in places voiy rough, fre- 
quently running along tlio bed of a stream. I 
had a pair of bullocks from one of tko carts 
put into my gary to-day, and they answered 
better than tko slow ones I brought from Ak- 
mednugger. Baharree is a considerable town, 
'with a Fort and palace, and is situated in a 
rather more habitable-looking spot, than most 
in this part of the country. Near tko bunga- 
low, shaded by fine trees, is n largo temple, 
whero puss enjoyed great sport among tlio rats 
and mice. Tko clouds of dust along tbo road 
were very annoying to-day. During the morn- 
ing I sallied forth with* my sketch-book, and 
was suddenly obliged to tako*to my heels, and 
beat a speedy retreat into a field, for, twirling 
and whirling in front of mo, camo, advancing 
with fearful rapidity — (start not, ladies and 
gentlemen ) — a devil l Oh l gentle readers of 
these truthful pages, I entreat you jump not 
hastily to the conclusion that the hups of his 
' Satanic Majesty stalk in bodily form through 
this benighted land, but know that, in Anglo- 
Indian parlance, a devil, is a whirlwind of dust, 
which* unless you flee from it in time., will fill 
your eyes, nose, and month with fine sand, 

Y , 
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cover every pore of your skin, and every tliread 
of your clothing, and torment yon little less 
than its namesake tortured the good St. An- 
thony. 

Tuesday, December 21. 

A ride of twelve miles this morning - over an 
ugly country, chiefly cultivated, but in parts 
covered with a low jungle of the Babool thorn,’ 
brought us to Kopergaum, situated on the 
banks of the Godavery, now containing very 
little water in its wido bed. Instead of the 
Government pattern bungalow, travellers are 
here accommodated in an old palace of the 
Peishwa’s, situated amongst all the nativo 
filth in the outskirts Of the village, the interior 
vying in dirt with the outside! Tho floors 
were inches thick in dust, which roso in clouds 
as wo walked about them, and though n largo 
building, it contained only two privato rooms, 
and the one appropriated to my nso was so 
pervaded with dreadful odours; that I had my 
mattress and baby’s spread in tho dost of tho 
groat common room, whero wo passed tho 
night in tho company of birds and bats, and 
many smaller and more obnoxious animals. 
One of tho gontlemen made a shooting excur- 
sion up tho banks of the Godavery, which, a 
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few miles higher, he averred were very pictur- 
esque. His sport only consisted of one wild- 
flnek, hut we saw flights of wild geeso as we 
travelled on, and frequently parties of the 
graceful little antelope or black buck trotting 
ovct the plain. At this place died about three 
months ago, a little child belonging to a lady I 
’ had seen at Ahmednugger. Tho parents were 
journeying from Hhow, and at that time of 
year the fover in tho Sindwa jungles is most 
deadly; the poor child caught it and died 
within a fortnight, at this dcsolato place. "Wo 
went in the evening to visit its grave, wliicli is 
side by side with that of -a young officer who 
died in 1830. They are buried on a little 
mound in tho middle of a field overshadowed by 
a babool bush, and surrounded by a hedge of 
prickly pear ; two ugly Mnliammcdan-looking 
whitewashed monuments disfigure the graves of 
tho soldier and the child. 

A party of native police were quartered in 
our palace, one of whom as sentry paced up and 
down all night in the court. A detachment of a 
NX regiment is also constantly encamped here : 
the wretched officerat present commanding it, lias 
been for six months the only European in this 
, abode of dirt and squalor ! We are now in the 
v 2 
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country pf the Bhcels, thoso queer little people 
wlio carry hows and arrows, and livo in holes 
in the ground, hut who aro nevertheless so 
fierce and warlike that military surveillance is 
necessary to keep them in tolerable order, and 
even then they periodically break out, and give 
a great deal of trouble. 

* Wednesday, December 22. 

Right glad were wo to leave our dirty palace 
tliis morning; and wo cantered over sixteen 
miles and a half of good soft road to Sawurgaun, 
in two hours. A range of fine lulls bounded 
the horizon ; which, -becoming more distinct as 
we approached them, showed curious black lines 
of volcanic rock running straight across them 
— the level of the strata exactly correspond- 
ing in each hill, with the one next to it. 
Little conical rocks, resembling tents, surmount 
several of the summits ; and there are four forts, . 
crowning different hills, called Nunky, Tunky, 
Allock, and Pallock — this sort of alliteration 
being very common among the Indian names. 

We passed through a considerable town to- 
day, called Yewla, where a large silk-weaving 
manufactory is carried on. The silk is not 
grown in this neighbourhood, but imported from . 
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Bombay; wliithcr, when woven, it is returned 
for sale. It seems so curious, that, instead of 
tlio weavers establishing themselves near a 
depot of raw material, the article should bo 
transported ail the way to this distant place, 
(to which thero is no road, and, in conse- 
quence, during the rainy season tlio track is 
frequently impassable,) to he manufactured. 
The yoke of my ganj was broken to-day — 
and the bullocks lost their Bhoes — which neces- 
sitated sending hack to Ycwla for assistance ; 
as tko village, near which the small dirty bun- 
galow is situated, is a very poor place, where 
wo have difficulty even in procuring firewood 
for cooking, and forage for the horses and 
cattle. 

Thursday, December 23. 

I awoke at some smalt hour in tko middle of 
the night ; and, getting up and dressing, called 
the servants, and started off the baby and his 
attendants in the garij, as we had a very long 
doubje march to perform. I then lay down till 
the rest of the party were stirring ; and we 
started about six. The road — ox, rather, track 
— was execrable, full of holes and rocks ; and 
led between two of the hills, which, crowned by 
natural walls of black rock, scarped to the 
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very summits, were surmounted by forts, per- 
fectly impregnable to any assault, except by 
shelling the interior. It was here that, a few 
months ago, one of our field forces got en- 
tangled in the jungle, and suffered a repulse at 
the hands of the Bheels ; when one officer was 
killed, and another wounded. The bases of 
the hills are covered by a very picturesque 
jungle of the large bushy cactus, covered with 
interlacing creepers. A few miles along a narrow • 
track, among the masses of rock and bushes, 
brought us to the bungalow at Munmar, where 
we found our relay of horses. There are works 
in progress here for the line of railway intended 
to connect Bombay with Central India ; which, 
when completed, will, no doubt, tend to civilize 
this wild tract of country. There are pickets 
of police and native ' troops posted in eveiy 
direction, and a troop of soicars was encamped 
at Munmar. 

Mounting our fresh Bteeds, we rode the 
next stage to Julgaum; in all, twenty-three 
miles from our last sleeping-place. The 
path was through a wild hill-country — uncul- 
tivated, and apparently uninhabited — as far as 
the eye could reach; though, doubtless, con- 
taining many a tribe of marauding Blieols, as 
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wild as the bears and tigers, wlio share the 
jungle with them. Wc ascended one of the 
rocky ridges, and descending a steep and nbo- 
minablo road on the other side, reached the 
bungalow of our destination ; which, though 
small and hot, was a trifle cleaner than usual. 
The villago near was a mere cluster of mud 
huts, of tho most wretched description, where 
we wero fortunate in procuring a littlo milk — 

' no eggs or other articles of food being procur- 
able; but of this we wero independent — car- 
rying every thing with us — like all travellers in 
the wilds of India. On the outside of all the 
villages may be seen largo enclosures, formed 
by thick, high fences, of dead thorny bushes, 
into which tho cattle, are driven at night, Co 
preserve them from the attacks of wild beasts. 

Friday, December 24. 

"We rode twelve miles into the Station of 
Malligaum this morning over a jungly plain. 
Them are plenty of trees, which make the place 
look green and pretty, and on all sides a dis- 
tant view of picturesque hills. A fine old Fort 
is situated near the native town ; in the intri- 
cacies of which we found ourselves entangled, 
. when endeavouring to find the Travellers’ Bun- 
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galow. We liad a •wide river to ford — which is 
crossed by the Grand Trunk road from Bom- 
bay, by two handsome bridges — one consisting 
of twenty arches. The Dak Bungalow is very 
dirty and hot ; and one room was occupied by 
an officer coming down from Mhow, who in- 
formed me that the road thither was guarded by 
outposts of our troops tho wholo way. I found 
no letters here from my husband, as I expected, 
but received much civility from one of his 
brother officers, who is quartered at this Station ; 
and who, though a perfect stranger to both of 
us, sent to offer every assistance* in his power 
to help me on my journey. 

I had not been feeling quite well for a day or 
two ; and this evening, on our return from 
a stroll, X was seized with shiverings, and 
went to bed, feeling thoroughly ill. I had 
given my Portuguese ayah leave to* go to 
the midnight mass at the Roman Catholic 
Chapel; and she and tho other Portuguese 
servants set off about eleven o’clock. When 
baby awoke, he missed his accustomed nurso ; 
and, to pacify him, I had to get up, and 
walk about for most of tho night, wliich was 
bitterly cold. • The ayah came back for a 
short time onco in the night, saying no priest 


roUTOGBESE DEVOTEES. 


329 


had arrived to perform the scrvico; hut, to- 
wards daybreak, she set forth again, and was 
again disappointed. The question occurred to 
me, whether any of us, nho think ourselves so 
enlightened, would in simple faith hnvo taken 
tho trouble these poor half-heathen Portuguese 
did, to perform what they considered an ac- 
ceptable act of worship. 



330 


LIFE IN INDIA. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

SEIZED WITH TT.I.y ESS COMPELLED TO T GAVEL IS A 

PALKEE — DIFFICULTIES ABOUT BEAGEGS SOLITAGT 

JOtTEJTEr — PASSAGE OF THE ZAPTEE UJtHEALTHT 

JUGGLES — OUTPOSTS — KECTD BECEPTIOJT — CBOSS THE 
NEGBUDDA' AltlUTE AT ilHOW. 

Saturday — Chris tmas-day. 

There is a pretty little cliurcli at Malligawn, 
■where we attended the morning service ; hut it is 
very small, and the larger portion of the troops 
had to remain outside in the porch. • There 
was no second service. I felt very unwell all 
day ; and at this season the thoughts of home 
depressed me much — thus isolated from all I 
love, in a strange land. 

Friday, December 31. 

On Sunday, after attending morning service 
in tho church, I was suddenly seized with severo 
infl amm ation in my side, and excruciating pain, 
as of a knife sticking into me, accompanied liy 
great oppression of the breath. Mild remedies 
having no effect, the next day I was severely 
leeched and blistered; but the pain was very 
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little abated, anil I could not turn or more 
without assistance I 'was most fortunate to 

bo under the care of Dr. S , whoso ability 

was equal to lus kindness ; and he and his ex- 
cellent wife nursed and tended mo, as if I had 
been tlieir own relation. lYc had removed on 
the afternoon of Christmas Da}, from the dirt}, 
unhealthy Travellers’ Bungalow, to an empty 

one m the Station, which was lent to Dr. S 

for a few days ; hut, unfortunately for me, my 
bedroom was only separated from the sitting- 
room by a screen — and, in my state of weakness 

and fever, this was very trying Dr. S 

loudly arranged to stay as long as I was unfit 
to be moved, and, as mounting my horse 
would be out of the question for a long time, 
ho bought a police for mo, which was luckily 
0 for sale in the Station The greatest difficulty 
is in procuring bearers, as they bavo been ear- 
ned off from all parts of the country to bo at- 
tached to the anny, to cany the sick and 
wounded, and there are none to bo had heie 
I am, however, promised to be lent some by 
the Commissariat officer, as far as Dhooha 
I had the happiness to day of at last heanng 
from my husband , who was still endeavouring 
to catch his troop, and was then (the 14th) 
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traversing the country alone, mounted on a 
camel, having outstripped all liis servants and 
camp equipage. Hearing from him that posi- 
tively no furniture is to be had -at Mhow, I 
determined on buying the absolutely necessary 
articles hero of a gentleman who is selling his, 
previously to Iub departure ; and acpordingly, in 
my sick-bed, marked a list of the things most 
wanted, and had an extra cart loaded with 
them. I was able to sit up a little this even- 
ing ; but the soreness of my side is very pain- 
ful — and I dread the journey, which is to he 
begun again to-morrow. 

Saturday, January 1, 1850. 

In pain and restlessness I took leave of 
the old year, hoping that the now one, which 
begins so unpropitiously, may be more blessed 
in its continuance. I was glad to receive 

the news this morning that L ’s long chase 

was over, and that be liad joined Colonel 
Somerset’s division, in the field, not very far 
from Jowrali, on the 16th, bnt be had received 
none of my letters since November 29th, which 
was a source of great annoyance. Some dhoohj- 
bearers arrived to cany my pallcc, and about 
eight o’clock I was lifted into it, and bore the 
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motion better than I expected, though it is a 
wearying way of travelling, and actually took 
three hours to perform the short Binge of eight 
miles to ChiCalwal. I felt stronger to-day, and 
was ablo to sit up a little, and I discovered that 
the plaister of plantain leaves which had been 
applied to cool the wound on my Bide, had had 
a contrary effect, and drawn a second blister, 
which occasioned the torture I had been suffer- 
ing the last few days. I had been unable to 
sit np and attend to myself, and my ayah had 
never discovered this. Such is the stupidity of 
native servants. 

Sunday, Jamaaiy 2. 

We journeyed twelve miles this morning, to 
a place called Arvee. The country, daring 
both days’ travel, has been entirely desolate and 
uncultivated ; a wide, wide plain of sand, scat- 
tered over with low bushes, with here and there 
low conical hills rising up like gigantic tents 
to break the monotony. No living thing could 
bo Been for miles and miles, except the almost 
continuous stream of carts and pack anim als 
along the one broad road, carrying materiel to 
the front, for the use of the army. There are 
plenty of wild beasts in these wastes, hut they 
keep concealed in their lairs by day, but afford ' 
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excellent sport to tlie adventurous sportsmen 
who take the tronblo of pursuing them. ^Half- 
way in our stago to-day a road branched off to 
Asseerghur, and there was a nativo halting- 
place, a well, a mosque, two or three stunted 
trees, a sort of stable for men or horses, and 
enclosures, well bushed round, for cattle. 

Arvee is situated at the foot of some grand •> 
and wild-looking abrupt hills, and there are 
some splendid banyan trees near the bungalow. 
The native village is a very wretched-looking 
one, hut strongly walled, and thero is. a large 
durmsala, or shed, to accommodate native 
travellers. 

Monday, January 3. 

On, on again, through the wilderness, winding 
through the intricacies of the really magnificent 
hills, and emerging on another plain on the 
other side, still covered with the never- varying 
sand and bushes. In places we descended to 
the hanks of small streams, where better vege- 
tation flourished, and the eye was relieved by 
an occasional palm, and perhaps a few blades 
of green grass. A little cultivation and some 
greener trees appeared as we approached tho 
small station of Dhoolia, which, though flat, is 
well planted, and has rather a pretty appear- • 
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unco. Wo bad a small bungalow lent to us 
liens/ for a few days, winch was dirty anti 
wretched enough, but tho travellers’ bungalow 
was crowded by poor invalid soldiers sont down 
from tho army, and was in a most filthy state. 

It is very shameful of Government to % provide 
no other accommodation for sich soldiers than 
the ordinary duk bungalows, which afford them 
very insufficient shelter, while tlio public aro 
deprived of tho customary resting-places. 

Captain ~W arrived on his way to join my 

husband, and was most kind and indefatigable 
all day in his exertions to procure me bearers 
for my onward joumoy, and also to provision 
my paRce for the wilderness across which I 
had to travel; and, furthermore, in making 
arrangements for mo all along tho road, at my 
different halting-places; for my land friends tho 

S b go no farther than this place, and my 

subsequent joumoy will bo entirely solitary, 
through the lonely jungles which separate this 
Station from Mhow. 

Saturday, January 8 

The last five days have been spent in Dhoolia 
in a state of great weakness ^and pain, and at 
tamsa ■sumost t>1 hesporr t>i being able to continue 
my journey. However, thanks to the exertions 
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of my kind friend Captain W , last njght a 

set of bearers for my palkee were brought in from 
some distant village; and having despatched 
my carts, servants, and cattle, some days ago, 
I prepared for a start, though in truth little fit 
for such an* expedition, but there was no alter- 
native ; the S s were on the eve of their 

departure for Bombay, and the house we lived 
in must be given up to its owners, so that 
literally there was no place for me to lay jny 
head, and the doctor considered that with care, 
and proper precautions, I might get through 
my solitary journey without danger. Ac- 
cordingly this morning, at half-past five, after 
taking a cup of tea, I bade adieu to my kind 
friends, and entering my palkee, which was 
arranged with mattresses and pillows, and 
packed with stores of preserved soups, biscuits, 
Ac., set forth, accompanied by a sowar of tko 
Poona Irregular Horse, who was changed at 
each stago. Tho dress of these men is very 
handsome, consisting of a green cloth native 
tunic, bound with yellow lace in a circular form 
on tho breast, and corded at tho edgo and 
scams with red ; tight trousers of tho samo 
colour, thrust into long jack-boots, with brass 
spurs. Tho tunic is open at tho sides, showing 
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the white muslin shirt, always worn by natives 
orcr'tho trousers. The head is covered by a 
jaunty little red puggree (or turban) very much 
on one side, with one end hauging down 
behind. The sowar is armed with a small 
rounded sword in a leathern scabbard, and a 
carbine, Blung across the right shoulder ; a red 
cummerbund (or sash), and a hlack leather 
pouch-belt complete his accoutrements. His 
horse has a native saddle covered with red 
cloth, a red and green sliabrac, a head collar 
and crupper of plaited red and green cloth, a 
plain snaffle bridle, and his head is tied down 
by a native martingale mado of a thick red 
scarf, knotted under his chin. 

Baby left Dhoolia shortly after me, but 
my bearers carried me faster than the bul- 
locks trotted, so that I arrived first at a small 
bungalow at Songhiera, where, after the arrival 
of the gartjy we breakfasted, and spent the 
hot hours of the day. The road thus far 
was all through wild jungle, though not thick, 
but I can well believe the difficulty of pur- 
suing a flying enemy in such a country, where 
each bush affords covert, and the whole 
enwnVry as far as the eye can reach is dotted 
/■with bushes precisely alike, so that marking 
z 



338 


■i 

LIFE IN INDIA. 

down a particular spot is almost impossible. 
There is a ■wall to the village at SonghieraJ 
with a few cultivated fields around it, and 
the bungalow is close to the base of two or 
three abrupt hills, which here rise 'out of the 
plain, and one of which is crowned by a Fort. 
I started again about three in the afternoon, 
and descending into another plain of black soil, 
found* the fine made road entirely come to an 
end, and I arrived just at dark at a clean little 
bungalow at Nuldana, where I spent the night, 
my sowar and his horse both sleeping at my 
door. I felt none the worse for the journey ; 
on the contrary, the hope that I was really 
getting nearer to my husband, or at any rate to 
a place where- we could hear of one another, 
combined with the fresh air of the jungle, 
seemed to revivo and strengthen me to bear the 
fatigue. 

Sunday, January 9. 

I awoke and started some time before day- 
light. Having no watch, one* soon learns to 
measure time by the sun and moon. My way 
lay over a cultivated plain to the banks of the 
Tnpti, qren at this season a ‘considerable river, 
and here I waited for the gary, not fancying 
being carried through deep water in my palkcc. 
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On the arrival of in) cart anil gary> I had 
c\crj tlung taken out, and carried across the 
riser on Coolies’ heads. It sins amusing to see 
the struggles of the poor goat, alarmed at the 
uoveUj of her position She usually tras oiled 
inside mj tuh, on tlio top of tbo cart which 
accompanied me, with tho cook, and provisions 
I got mto tlio gary myself, tucking in) feet 
np on tho seat, a precaution b) no means un- 
necessary, as tho water filled tho bottom m a 
maimer decidedly unpleasant A few miles on 
tho other side of tho n\cr ib situated tho town 
of Secrporc, a largo depot of the bullock- tram 
cstabhslimcnt, and wherofmow tlicro is a do 
- achment of infantry and irregular cavalry 

I found at tho bungalow soveral carts full of 
poor invalid soldiers, m very miscrablo plight, 
having no commissariat with them I gavo 
them what I could from my small store — broth, 
soda water, and a piece of broiled chicken — for 
winch they were very gratcfnl Several of 
them were suflenng from dysentery and fever, 
in an apparently sinking state, and tlicio they 
lay all day in their carts, with no protection 
from the sun, except a thin mat over tho top, 
whilst, with the usual thoughtless f$]v of the 
British soldier, thoso who were well enough to 
z 2 
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walk about, lounged in the sun with unpro- 
tected heads, and I have no doubt the advice 
I gave them was entirely thrown away. I 
was accosted here by a gentleman travelling 
up to Indore, who had known my husband, 
and he told me of the report that an action had 
been fougbt with the rebels on the 2nd January, 
but he knew no particulars. 

I left Seerpore at two o’clock, and passing 
through tho town, which is placed on a 
very steep bank, and must, when its forti- 
fications were complete (if that time ever 
was), have been a very strong placo, emerged 
on tho jungle, which is thick hut by no 
means pretty, composed principally of largo 
bushes, mostly* deciduous, so that the general 
aspect of the country is dnst-colourcd. Hero 
and there, crossing a stream, the eye is re- 
lieved by patches of bright green, and therO 
are groups of fine trees scattered at intervals. 

I remember one spot of great loveliness, where, 
from tho brandies of somo giant of tho forest, 
there hung down a splendid copper- coloured 
creeper, almost toucliing the water of a deep, 
still pool, whero a white paddy- bird was silently 
washing himself; but such scenes arc <jnite ex- 
ceptions to the dull monotony of the grraterpart 
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of tins jungle. On wc 'went, without a human 
sight or sonnet, except meeting occasionally long 
trams of carts, somo coming from the interior, 
being very large and slung all round with boxes of 
opium, and drawn by ten bullocks, and now and 
then a patrol of Poona Horse. "Wo passed tlio 
rums of two Ports, standing quite alono in tho 
wilderness. Truly, even tho scanty supplies 
necessary to natives must always have been 
difficult to procuro in these lonely forests. At 
nightfall we stopped for a few moments outside 
a small walled village called Sanglco, and then 
two dreary hours’ march tlirough tho darkness, 
brought us to tho little jnnglo bungalow of Palas- 
neer— very small, very cold, and veiy dirty, and, 
in the season for tho fever, the most unhealthy 
spot along the road. Dismal but o’er true tales 
are told of the deadly fevei peculiar to theso 
jungles, and which is so malignant that a 
general order exists forbidding tho passage of 
troops through them till tlio month of February, 
when the damps of the monsoon arc supposed 
to be dried. The comparatively quick transport 
by bullock-trains, now enables people to pass 
with tolerable safety at any time of year. One 
poor officer, before the establishment of the 
, transport -tram, set out from Mhow to go to 
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Bombay, with his wifo and child, in the un- 
healthy season; and sad to relate, not one 
survived : they all died , one after another, in 
the jungle, and this is one instance out of many 
of the deadly influence of the jungle fever. 
The bungalow at Palasneer stands in a clearing, 
and is perfectly isolated, except from some 
newly-erected sheds for the transport cattle, 
round which the bylcwaUahs light numerous ^ 
fires at night to keep off the wild beasts, and 
themselves keep up the most unearthly noises, 
enough to alarm a nervous person. 

Monday, January 10. 

I had been warned so repeatedly of the ex- 
ceeding badness of the road I was to expect 
to-day, that I waited for the daylight to com- . 
mence my march, hut found the difficulties had 
been much exaggerated — the road being very 
fair throughout, for an Indian one. We soon 
neared the Srndwa Ghaut — a picturesque line 
of hills wo had been approaching all yester- 
day. The ascent is very gradual, and com- 
mands no fine views. A square Fort on the 
top commands tho road ; bnt its gate has been 
removed. As usual, there is no descent on tho 
other side of the Ghaut ; but tho road continues 
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across an undulating jungle, thick m long dry 
grass, till one arrives at the largo strong Tort 
of Smdwa, where are now quartered some Bom- 
bay artillorj , irregular liorsc, and somo of the 
30th B N I The bungalow uns partly oc- 
cupied bj tho officer commanding, who bad 
been led lo expect my arrival, and v*na very 
Unci m providing me with breakfast, my cook’s 
cart havmg broken down, and consequently 
being verj late in arriving In rctnm, ho nns 
very glad to bo presented with a little wntmg- 
paper — no supplies being procurable hero He 
described his life as lonely enough, but the 
shooting affords excellent sport Bears and 
tigers abound quite close to the camp, and may 
be shot ns easily as rabbits in England There 
are some palm trees at Smdwa , and, with tlio 
white tents of the encampment, it ib rather a 
pietty place but I am thoroughly disappointed 
to find these jungles so entirely ugly and umn 
teresting, so different from tho bright and beau 
tiful sceneiy of the western jungles, with' their 
graceful bamboos and palms I left Smdwa at 
three o’clock, and had a long march to Jul 
wann, another isolated bungalow, where nothing 
but watei is procurable It was late when 
we arrived , and the cook s cart havmg again 
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come to grief, baby and 1 had long to wait for 
the simple mess of arrowroot, which constituted 
our evening meal. The bungalow was very 
dirty and cold; and’ had a large fireplace, 
which, in the absence of fuel, brought much of 
cold wind down the chimney. I found here 
waiting my arrival a second set of hearers for 

my palkee , sent from Mhow by Captain W . 

I sent them bach one stage to be ready to take 
me on to-morrow afternoon. 

Tuesday, Januaiy XI. 

I left Julwana at dawn; and had a long 
stage through the same uninteresting jungle to 
Korampoora, a little bungalow, perched on a 
rock near the road, where I found a large party 
of travellers, who, however, gave me up a small 
dirty room to breakfast and dress in. They 
were refugees from Sangur; wbero they had 
been shut up for seven months during tho 
rebellion, and were travelling under the escort 
of a large party of horse. My solitaiy journey 
seems to fill every one with surprise ; but not 
a day passes without my meeting with kind- 
ness from sorhe one.- To-day a gentleman, 
travelling in a gary, stopped, saying lie had 
been told to look out for me, and to offer mo 
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any assistance, and I sent a letter by him into 
Mho*. Within a few miles of Julwnnn, Tantia 
Topee crossed the road sis weeks ago with his 
whole army, previous to his demonstration 
towards Oodeypoor. Ho earned off all the 
bullocks belonging to tlio transport-train, cut 
tlio telegraph-wire, and plundered the mail- 
cart which happened to bo passing. It was in 
vain that I looked for some traces of bis route. 
I could perceive no cross-road; and it seems 
perfectly marvellous that ho should have been* 
able to enrry his elephants and guns through 
the rough jungle, without any beaten path. 

I think one of the most wonderful instances 
of our moral power in this country is the exist- 
ence, through hundreds of miles of wildest 
jungle, of that solitary tclegraph-wiro, which, 
even during the mutiny, was only cut four or 
•five times. There are small Bhcds at intervals 
.along the line for the shelter of those (natives) 
employed to look after it. I left Korampoora at 
two o’clock P.M., having discharged my first 
set of pallet bearers, and being carried by those 
belonging to Mhow. Tho costume of this class 
of people is curious. They wind yards, and 
, yards, and yards, of cloth round their chests ; 
and, over all, strap a thick blanket on their 
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backs — leaving the rest of their bodies bare, 
except their heads — which are tied up, as if 
they were suffering from toothache. They wear 
wooden sandals, with a large ring to -fit the 
great toe — to which a strap is attached — which, 
with another between the little and fourth toe, 
joins a broad leathern band across the instep, > 
fastened with a brass latchet. These sandals 
are more often carried in the hand than worn 
on the feet. My second set of bearers were by 
'no means so good as the first ; but then I had 
only twelve, 'whereas the first set was com- 
posed of sixteen; and whenever wo passed 
through any stream, they invariably set mo 
down, that they might indulge in that great 
luxury of all natives — cleaning their teeth! 
The jungle became less thick as wo journeyed 
on — with here and there a village, and patch 
of cultivation — while, in the distance, a long- 
lino of .Ghauts, pink and bluo, in tho rays of the. 
evening sun, enlivened the landscape. It is 
delightful to think that my journey’s end lies 
only sixteen miles from tho top of those Ghauts ; 
for this travelling for ten hours a day, oven in 
a palkcc, is a great fatiguo, especially to one so 
weak as I am. I live entirely in the palkce — 
only just getting out to batko and dress. I 
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take no fooil, except my morning cup of ten, a 
basin of soup before I start in the afternoon, 
and a little arrowroot at night, wlulst my mat- 
tress is being removed from the pallce to the 
cot in tho bungalow. This evening I reached 
Ktill soon after dark — a great depot of the 
% bullock-train on the honks of tho Kerbudda, 
and also an* important military post. Here I 
found a letter informing mo that there was no 
vacant bungalow at Mhow, hut that Captain 

"W had taken possession for me, of one 

belonging to our old friend Colonel P , 

now in the field. 

Wednesday, January 12. 

I began my journey by the passage of the 
Nerbudda — which was a very disagreeable one 
• — and X took baby with me in tho pallce c — 
thinking, on the whole, wo were safer than in 
tho ganj. First tho bearers waded through 
some shallow water; from which we ascended, 
a fragile temporary bridge, composed of bamboo 
piles, with sticks and mud laid on. them to form 
a narrow road —underneath which the rapid 
torrent rushed trad roared; and threatened each 
moment to sweep the whole frail fabric away. 
Tins bridge took uS to a sand-bank — now dry 
— in the middle of the stream, connected by 



TOMBS IN THE WILDERNESS. 


849 


top, by some mistake my bearers lost their 
way, and took me to a wrong bungalow — being 
one formerly used by a road-surveyor, and con- 
sisting solely of bare and dirty floors and walls. 
Here I overtook my servants, and the rest of 
my carts, cattle, &c., who had left Dhoolia 
Borne dayB before me; and being much too 
oshausted to set forth again in quest of the 
proper travellers’ bungalow, I lay down in my 
palkee to spend the night, as best I could; 
though, from its shortness and narrowness, it 
by no means makes the most comfortablo of 
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another similar, bridge, with a • bund, or quay, 
built out in a semicircle from tlie opposite shore. 
This was the most alarming part of the transit ; 
for the bund was very narrow, and its edges 
only defined by low posts at intervals. Tho 
water reached above the men’s knees, and was 
exceedingly rapid; so that one false step of. 
man or beast, would have ensured our being 
instantly washed away by tho roaring torrent. 

I was very thankful to find myself safe on the 
northern bank, and traversing a cultivated plain, 
quite agreeable to the eye, after the monotony 
of the jungle. This plain is bounded by a line 
of precipitous Ghauts ; at whose base lies the 
clean little bungalow of Goojree, where I stopped 
to breakfast.* The bouse is a new one; the 
old bungalow having been burnt by the- rebels 
— who left a further token of their visit, inMhe 
shape of it gallows, still standing by the road-^ 
side. The little village is quite alive with car- 
penters and smiths, building and repairing 
garies for the Use of tho transport-train. In 
the afternoon my road wound through most 
picturesque hills, covered with light jungle ; 
and, by a series of zigzags, up tbo ascent of 
the Kilna Ghaut — the scenery of which, when 
green, must bo very lovely. Arrived at the 
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top, by some mistake iny bearers lost their 
way, and took me to a wrong bungalow— being 
one formerly used by a road- surveyor, and con- 
sisting solely of bare and dirty floors and walls. 
Hero I overtook my sen ants, and tlio rest of 
my carts, cattle, &c., who had left Dhoolia 
some days before me; and bemg much too 
exhausted to set forth again m quest of the 
proper travellers’ bungalow, I lay down in my 
palUe to spend the night, as best I could; 
though, from its shortness and narrowmess, it 
by no means makes the most comfortable of 
beds I kavo omitted mentioning a very strik- 
ing feature of these jungles, that, often m the 
wildest and most solitary parts, one beheld the 
white dome of a Mohammedan, tomb — pro- 
ducing a feeling of wonder as to who or what 
the man could have been to have been here 
buried ; and wherever tho road passed a group 
of fine trees, or a mass of rock overhanging a 
nver, so surely was seen tho fresh patch of red 
paint, or tho small flag, showing that there tho 
Hindu stopped to worship his idol gods. 

Thursday, January 13 

1 woke and started early, too delighted to 
think I was on the last stage of in> journey. 
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The hills were very prett}' on each side of the ■ 
road, which was gay with loug trains of carts 
and country people, all armed with tho primi- 
tive matchlocks still in native use. This is 
Holkar's territory, so wo cannot carry out tho 
Disarming Act in it. My attendant sowar now 
carries a lance, in addition to his other weapons, 
and frequently for my edification, indulges in 
furious galloping backwards and forwards, and 
other feats of horsemanship, such ns natives 
delight in. Emerging from the hills, wo went 
over a dusty plain, passed a native village in a 
picturesquo grove of fine trees, crossed a river 
bordered with palms, and found ourselves in 
Mbow, opposite its ugly Fort, still built up with 
fascines and gabions ready for a siege, though I 
fancy rather an indefensible place. I foimd that 

by the kindness of Captain W every thing 

that was possible bad been done to prepare for my 
arrival, though, as many of my things have 
been much broken on the journey, it will take a 
long time to get comfortably settled. The 
Station bears strong traces of the mutiny, in a 
generally ruinous and neglected look; there are 
few gardens, no hedges, and the great ram- • 
bling bungalows are in very bad repair, whilst 
Ihe blackened ruins of tboso that wero burnt, tell 
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a sad talc. I received a telegram from my 
linsband, to know if I was arm ed and well ; 
and I lropo alien lie gets tlio answer, I bliall be 
ablo to hear from lnm with some degreo of 
regnlarity, as tlie depot of Ills troop is here, 
and all communications from tbo field forces 
pass through Jfkon . 
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LITE IS W HOW — HOT BEAMON — RETURN OT CENTRAL 

india field roccr. — nirncuLTirs aboct nrnrASTa 
— rrrcn — rnnrARn to return to exoland— -T rots 

BHOOTIXO— 1 LEAVE MIIOW — EMILIA It CARE I A (IE BREAKS 
DOWN— MISERIES OP THE 40URXET — REAVTlVuL 1*ABS 
— BAILWAT TO BOMDAY. 

Fon two months and a half I led a mono- 
tonous life in Mhow, tho only excitement 
consiBtiug in tho arrival of letters from tho 
field; and as these suffered frequent delays, 
there was much of heartsickcning anxiety in 
my lonely life, aggravated by tho continual 
reports, frequently of a contradictoiy nature, 
that floated about tho Station, and by private 
circumstances of sovero family nfilictioii. I 
slowly and gradually recovered my health, and 
as usual, found among my fellow- sojourners in 
tills strange land, not a little kindness and 
sympathy, which beguiled in pleasant society 
many a lonely hour. I found very little to 
interest me in the locality of the neighbourhood. • 
Were it not for the distant outlines of fine hills, 
whose roseate tints in the morning and evening 
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sun arc vcr} beautiful, the country about Mhow 
might bo called ugly, tUougli it is an exact em- 
bodiment of the popular notion of an Indian 
landscape — an undulated plain, dotted with 
palm trees, most of them Blunted and Bliabbj 
tlio ground, though covered with grass, was 
exceedingly bad ruling — in some parts a mass 
of sharp, loose rocks, and in others iull of deep 
holes , but hero and tbero, by tbo bankB of a 
stream, one came upon very pretty little bits of 
bright vegetation, where flocks of green parro 
quets, blue jays, and other birds of gaudy 
plumage, enlivened the landscape In tho 
jungle on the hills, thore was abundant sport for 
thoso fond of tiger and bear Bhootmg, though 
from tho naturo of tho ground, it was only to 
bo pursued on foot, which added greatly to tho 
danger and tho excitement, but not a weok 
elapsed without some of the officers of the 7 2nd 
Highlanders, and others who wero keen sports 
men, bringing in tioplucs of their success m 
the pursuit of large gamo, besides those of tlio 
blackbuek and other smaller animals 

The weather for some time after my am\al 
continued cool, indeed the early inotmnga 
were exceedingly coW, but towards the middle 
of March we had some dust storms, and tho 
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temperature gradually increased. Bungalows 
were carefully «1ml up from sunriso to sunset, 
and by means of a ounit tatter, or mot, fastened 
to tho only open door, on tlio winds* aide, and 
kept constantly watered, jt was easy to preserve 
a very agreeable coolness in tho ntmosphero of 
the house, .and by placing tho wine, beer, 
butter, &*c., underneath tho latter, tho abscnco 
of ico was not felt. *, 

Mhow was onco a very largo Station, but 
now possesses only a very limited number 
of bungalows, and being filled for tlio 'first 
time with portions of two Royal Regiments 
of tho Lino — tho 72nd and 92nd Iligldnndcrs 
— besides Royal Artillery, Cavalry*, and parts 
of two nativo regiments, and subsequently tlio 
8rd B. Europeans, tho impossibility of find- 
ing accommodation for tho vast influx of 
officers and their families, caused the Station 
to bo placed under military despotism, winch 
forbade any housu-owncr to lot his bungalow, 
except to the person to whom it was assigned 
by the Brigadier ; and no person was allowed to 
occupy any house, unless they belonged of 
right to tho Station. As it was,* there were 
numbers of officers living in tents, no slight 
hardship, daring the prevalence of the hot 
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winds in Central India. This military rule, 
though very necessary, occasioned mnel* annoy- 
ance to many persons, especially to several 
poor ladies who had followed their hushandB 
thus far, and, from the, state of the country, were 
obliged temporarily to take up tlicir abode in 
Mhovr ; and an instance occurred in which a 
lady, who, with her sister and two children, 
persisted, in spite of warnings, in taking pos- 
session of an empty bungalow, was actually 
obliged to ho turned out, to mako way for the 
colonel of a regiment and his wife. 

The usual resource of* building temporary 
abodes could not he had recourse to, as tho 
native inhabitants of Mhow had deserted the 
place in great numbers during the mutiny, and 
no workmen were to ho had, tho very few 
existing, being all seized upon as Government 
labourers in the • Arsenal. A good deal of the 
furniture I brought with mo .had got broken in 
traversing the rocky roads, and I found it 
utterly impossible to get any native carpenter; 
and I do not know what I should have done, had 
not accidentally a ’discharged English soldier, 
of decidedly scampish habits, who was setting 
up as an amateur wheeler, happened to pass 
through the placo. Of furniture, even of the 
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commonest description, it was nlmost impossible 
to procure an article, ami it was amnsing ■when 
a regiment moved, to boo tho avidity with which 
three-legged chairs and rickety tables were 
bespoken. Of domestic servants there vrero 
i tone to be had, and the consequence was fho 
misconduct of those one brought with one, who 
soon discovered their value ; and upon one occa- 
sion tho degrading necessity was forced upon 
mo, of requesting my horsekeeper to stay in my 
pcrvicc, after I had discharged liiin in tho 
morning for repeated actsofniis-behaviour, but 
I found to my dismay that if I suffered him to 
depart, I should havo had to clean and feed my 
own horse l 

Mhow was in ono respect very amusing 
at tills Bcason. Being on tho high road 
from tho Upper Provinces to Bombay, all tho 
regiments ordered homo passed through tho 
Station, and generally remained a few days to 
rest on their way. In this way, tlio 78th High- 
landers, the 64th, tho 14th Dragoons, and 
several more, paid ns passing visits, whilst a 
continual stream in the contrary direction was 
kept np by those ordered from Bombay to the 
front, and many were the unexpected meetings 
with old acquaintances which varied the mono- 
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tony of onr life in tho Station. There were 
gaieties got up, too, hy enterprising -spirits: 
races, such as they -were, to view which the 
ladies were accommodated with chairs placed 
on a platform composed of barrack tables ; and 
one day the tottering structure gave way, pre- 
cipitating a lady and her two children to tho 
ground, fortunately without serious injury. 
One amusing incident wa9 a race between a 
man and a pony, the former carrying another 
man on his hack for fifty yards, whilst tho pony 
had to go 100 yards. It was won easily toy tho 
biped. A racing mania gradually seized tho 
Station, and in the early mornings, quiet gentle- 
men were to bo seen trying tho paces of their 
steeds, whilst steps were taken to set in order 
the ground of the old racecourse, and rebuild 
tho Stand, now a ghastly ruin of tho once palmy 
days of Mhow. There were also games' for tho 
soldiers, and several dances and theatrical per- 
formances, the latter by tho soldiers, who, in 
crinoline and white muslin, were droll enough in 
tho feminine parts of tho performance. 

At last, on the 28tlx of March, I had the 
happiness of receiving my dear husband back — 
he having ridden on fifty miles in advance of 
bis troop, which did not arrive in cantonments 
till April 1st. Life in Mhow, during the month 
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of April, presented few points of interest. The 
weather gradually increased in heat, till, at 
lost, tho air tacatno liku tho breath of a burning 
fiery furnace after lialf*past six in the morning, 
— dreadful for those who, in tents, were un- 
protected from tho scorching blast. The cven- 
iugs, though Rlill hot, were, to iny taste, very 
delightful ; and, tho moment wc had dined, wo 
retreated to a carpet spread on tho gravel in 
front of tho liouso, whero wo sat enjoying tho 
lovely moonlight, till driven to.onr beds by the 
knowledge of tho short time remaining for re- 
pose, — for extrerao early rising now became 
a matter of necessity, and I was generally 
np at half-past throe, and, after swallowing a 
cup of cold cofFco and a biscuit, on my horse, 
long beforo dawn. Theso early rides were very 
pleasant — the air then cool and invigorating; 
but rerj soon after tho first appearance of the 
sun’s disc above tho horizon, wo were glad to 
beat n timely retreat. Wo often stopped at 
the mess-houso on our retnm, whero n feast 
, of water-melons and mango-fool was veiy 
refrcs*king : then, on returning home, I gene- 
rally lay down on the bed for a conple of hours 
tinder tho punkah , before it was time to bathe 
and dress for breakfast. Four men wore kept, 
whose business it was to attend to the punkahs 
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— two for the niglit, and two for the day— and 
wo lmd great difficulty in procuring these peo- 
ple, owing to the scarcity of natives in Mliow 
— and some workmen of other kinds had to ho 
pressed for onr use by the bazaar-master. Tho 
punkah, at night, suspended only a few inches 
over your bed, is very charming, and obviates 
the necessity of mosquito curtains, which are 
so suffocating, as to be unbearable in really 
hot weather. By day I never liked tho punkah , 
or used it, except at meals, or during illness, 
finding tho cool damp induced by the tattce to 
be qnito sufficient ; and during the whole hot 
weather I never experienced any languor or 
feeling of exhaustion from tho heat, though I 
must own the length of time one was confined 
to the house in each day, with the difficulty of 
finding employment, was, at times, tedious. 

Two very sad events occurred aboht this time ; 
one, the suicide of a poor young officer, not 
long out from England, who, belonging to a 
regiment of native infantry, was attached to the 
72nd Highlanders pro tem. ; and, for want of 
bungalow accommodation, was living in a thin 
tent. The heat, and still more the excessive 
dulness and ennui, of these long, unoccupied 
days, seem to have affected his head — of which 
he became himself aware — and sending for the 
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Adjutant, he told him he “ was not right here/' 
tapping his forehead. The Adjutant, desiring 
his native servant to watch him, left the tent to 
inform the commanding Officer; hut, scarcely 
was his hack turned, when the poor young 
fellow drew a pistol from under his pillow, and 
blew his brains out, though he actually sur- 
vived for two hours after! The other death, 
which made a great sensation in the Station, 
was that of a poor officer, who had been bitten 
by his favourite dog, more than o month before, 
(the dog soon showed symptoms of hydrophobia, 
and was destroyed,) and ono day the dreadful 
malady began to show itself in the unhappy 
man. He retained his consciousness perfect to 
the last; made every arrangement, and ex- 
pressed the most beautiful resignation. His 
life was prolonged for abont fivo days; and, 
during the paroxysms of madness, his suffer- 
ings wero dreadful. Every thing that could 
allcvinto them was tried, without effect ; and 
ns tho sight of liquid invariably brought on tlio 
spasms, it rvas tried to administer tea to him 
through a pipe, connected with a vessel behind 
liim, bnt alt in vain ; lie gradually got weaker 
between each attack, and at length sank qnito 
quietly to rest. 

My ayah left me to return to her friends — 
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which was a great annoyance, as it Mas im- 
possible to get any one to rcplaco her in Mhow; 
and though baby did very well under the care 
of his bearer, yet, ■whenever wo went into 
society, the finishing touches of my toiletto 

devolved upon L , who, being unused to 

handle a laco or a pin, got into inextricable 
difficulties. It was still worse, when wo wore 

all seized with an attack of fover ; L first, 

— then baby, — and, lastly, myself. Tlio former 
was dolirions, and baby too ill to tako notico of 
any thing ; whilst with me, tho fever, though 
short, prostrated mo so utterly, that I could 
scarcely do any thing for mysolf. 

On tho 2nd of May, just as wo wore beginning 
to recover our strength, we received tho welcome 
nows from England of an oxchango having been 
effected for my husband, — who had m tho mean 
time obtained leave of absence, -‘-so that wo 
had to begin making arrangements for our 
journey down to Bombay. My dariing horso 

was to be left for L 's successor; and it 

was a great pong to me to part hom him : our 
gory and bullocks, together with sundry tattoos, 
and our saddlory, <Lc., weio soon snapped up ; 
and, as for our furniture., our founds, worn 
so eager to become possessors of it, that some 
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of them appeared to prefer our chairs to our 
company. Every tiling, of all hinds, that wo 
proposed taking home with us, liad to be packed 
by my hands ; and this was no slight fatigue, 
reduced *by fever as I then was. Wo were de- 
layed in our departure from day to day, waiting 
the arrival of a long-expected box from Eng- ' 
land ; and when, at last, it came, we could not 
immediately get carriage by the bullock-train, 
Tvhich was the way we intended travelling to 
Bombay. 

We purchased an old English britska, in 
Which a gentleman and lady had recently tra- 
velled up the country, and had it fitted up like 
a bed, strengthened, and furnished with yokes 
for two pairs of bullocks ; hoping, in this con : 
veyance, to avoid some of the fatigue of thd 
journey; — the few servants we required with our 
luggage and provisions for the road, were to 
accompany us in transport carts. The bullocks 
are changed eveiy six miles, and you are sup- 
posed to trot along merrily. You are allowed 
to stop where you like, and to occupy as many 
days as you please on the journey. 

One evening, jnst before wo left Mhow, wo 
met an officer of the 72nd, with whom we were 
acquainted, riding out in hot lmstc, with liis gun 
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in his hand, having received news that one of the 
men employed as a beater in the jungle, had 
been eaten by a tiger, and that a second man 
was missing. On reaching tlio spot, lie found 
the mangled remains of the first poor wretch ; 
but was unablo to find any traces of the other. 
Being satisfied that tho tiger had fully gorged 

himself on his horrid Tcpast, Mr. B lay 

down under a treo to sleep, and next day re- 
sumed his search, during tho course of which 
he was pursued by a bear, who kept circling 
round him whilst ho was endeavouring to 
load his gun. This, at last, ho succeeded in 
doing ; and first blinded, and then, by a second 
Bhot, killed the bear. One of tho tigers, who 
is supposed to have lulled those men, is wliat 
is called a man-eater. Having onco got the 
taste for human food, thoy mo always intent 
on gratifying it; and this year ho has taken 
nino men out of one village; the inhabitants 
of which are obliged to shnt tlioir gates, and 
light- fires outside tho walls every night. 

Monday, May 1G, 1859. 

I took my last ride on my dcaT old horse, 
and cut a lock of silken hair from his mono and 
tail. Tho morning was Bpent in sending off the 
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last remaining articles of funiitnro -winch -we 
had kept to tiso until tho end, and in packing 
and arranging onr carringo, and tho fivo carts 
which -were to accompany ns, with our servants 
and haggago ; and after an early dinner with our 
friends at tho mess, wo started about six in tho 
evening, heading tho procession in our carriage- 
und-four (bullocks); and winding slowly through 
tho Station, past tho hand stand, from whenco 
many friendly hands wero waved to ns, wo 
went on tediously into tho jangle, amid .tho 
darkness of night. Our bed in the carriage by 
no means tamed out so comfortable as it had 
promised to be, tho beat and dust also wero 
very great, and it was impossiblo to sleep for 
moro than a few minutes at a time. Tho road 
was very rough, and onco tho driver took ns 
down a steep bank, and nearly upset us, whilst 
two of our carts broko down during the night, 
and we hail to wait a couple of honrs, till 
others were procured from the nearest Station, 
so that, by half-past six a.m. wo found our- 
selves only twenty-four miles on our road, at 
Goojree. The scenery was just as parched and 
brown as during my former journey, but I felt 
too tired to raise my head to admire any beau- 
ties of nature. 
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Tuesday, Stay 17, 

Right glad were wo to get a batli and break- 
fast this morning, but tbo heat of tho littlo 
bungalow whero wo passed the day is not to bo , 
described : no punkah, and no means of putting 
up tho tailcc wo had brought with ns, in tho 
vain hopo of using it on tho road, a little room 
ten feet square, very low, and n burning wind 
blowing in, which made tho very plates and 
glasses burning to tho touch. Baby’s servant 
had been obliged to bo loft behind, and haring 
no ayah, ho was now wholly on my hands, and 
after washing and dressing him, and attending 
to his food, I had to play with him all day, or 
walk up and down to hush him to sloop, leaving 
no leisure for my own repose. Ho was natu- 
rally much oppressed at the transition from our 
cool house to this fiery atmospliero, and scarcely 
left my arms all day. Our littlo prison-houso 
was tolorably clean, though swarming with ants; 
the whole furnituro consisted of one table and 
three chairs, ono of which was without legs, 
another minus n back, and tho third bottom- 
less l There was no place of sholtor for our 
carnago, which therefore was exposed all day 
to tho burning sum, ami wo. sow with, o . 
tliat ono of tho tires of the wheels had got 
loose from the contraction of tlio wood. 
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Wctlru-vlay, Mny 18. 

We left Goojrco nt half-past five r.M. yester- 
day, and after passing through a had nullah , 
whero ono of our carts upset, and bottles of 
wine, t!fcc., were broken, we trotted on merrily, 
and were in hopes of accomplishing a long dis- 
tance during tlio night ; but, alas 1 finch hopes 
proved vain. We had proceeded for about nino 
miles, when suddenly off cumo the tiro of one 
of tho wheels of our carriage, reducing us to a 
stand-still. All that could bo dono was to send 
on to Kull, on the other sido of the Nerbudda 
for assistance, and to endeavour meantime to 
get a little sleep. About one a.m. some work- 
men nrrived to sco about repairing tho carriage, 
(ns, fortunately, Kull is ft largo depot belonging 
to tbo transport-train,) and brought with them 
a country cart to convey us to tho bungalow. 
Tbo smallness of these vehicles can senreoly bo 
conceived, and it was difficult to wedgo us, and 
the baby, and all our parcels in, and I shall 
long remember the jolting of that drive, during 
wliicb my head shook off the mattress, and 
finally hung out behind, till I had a lively com- 
passion for poor little calves, whom I have seen 
in a similar position going to market at home !’ 
Two horns of this misery brought us to the 
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banks of tlio Ncrbutlda, now containing verj 
little water ; and on arriving at the bungalow, 
we throw ourselves on the cot, and tried to rest. 
In the course of the morning the carriage . 
arrived, all the wheels being shrunk by the 
heat, but the traffic manager, a very civil 
Englishman, undertook to make it all securo 
during the day. 

Thursday, May 10 

"Wo left Kull at fivo Inst evening, the heat 
being suffocating, hut a heavy thunderstorm 
rolled over in the distance, and as the moon rose 
the air became cooler. "We travelled on till ten 
this morning, and during the whole seventeen 
hours, baby preserved the greatest serenity. 
The road was execrable, over large unbroken 
masses of rock, and wo noticed several tunes 
in the night a strange rumbling noise about tlio 
carriage, and just as wo drove up to the bunga- 
low at.Sin&wa, where wo intended to pass the 
day, with a crash otu luxurious bntska broke to 
pieces, and upon examination by the traffic 
manager, another most civil person, proved so 
utterly smashed, and incapable of being mended, 
that we shall have to abandon it here, and 
proceed on jn oounh? carte, ihsskfa) that the 
crash occurred at a Station, as in the jungle we 
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should lmvo boon exposed to tho fearful rays of 
the sun without shelter. Our carts had upset 
in tho night, and stayed behind, and had it not 
l>con for tho kindness of somo travellers with 
whom iro wero slightly acquainted, and who 
had preceded us by a fow hours, wo shonld 
have lacked breakfast. Tho bungalow at Sind- 
wa is tho most filthy placo I ever was in — mud 
floors, swarming with vermin, on which wo had 
to spread our carpets and mattresses and lio 
down, for chairs wero an nnknown luxury. I 
never felt, or indeed tens, so dirty in my life, 
and ohl tho streaming heat! although this 
lionso was cooler than onr last resting placo. 
To add to my misery, I suffered from prickly 
heat, and had to keep my head constantly wet- 
ted. Our poor goat, who had been sneb a 
comfort on all our journeys, was hurt wben 
its cart was upset last night, and is obliged to 
bo left behind. 

Friday, May 20. 

We left Sindwa at half-past five r.M. yes- 
terday, L in one cart, and baby and I in 

another. They are the common springless 
carts of the country, partly filled with liay, over 
which our mattresses were spread, and bags and 
boxes inserted in every crevice. They are 
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roofed with matting, over -which a thick blanket 
was bound, as'a slight protection from the beat : 
mine, having matting along the sides and back 
to keep things from falling out, was considered 
a superior articlo, but, en revanche , tho matting 
scratched one dreadfully. My cart inclined a 
good deal towards tho rear, besides being 
always on one side, owing to my outweighing 
baby. The jolting over the rocky roads full of 
deep holes is wholly beyond . my powers of 
description ; I was frequently obliged to hold on 
with both hands, and had to wedgo in baby 
between the boxes, and even then ho was fre- 
quently tossed into the air, and when I dozed 
for a few moments I had great fears of his 
jolting out. Wo were both of ns covered with 
black and blue bruises, and sore places, from 
rubbing against the sides of the cart. At each 
changing place the drivers had a trick of letting 
down the end of the polo with a jerk, and one 
found oneself at nn angle of forty-five degrees, 
head downwards. My polo was also in a very 
rickety condition, and broke once on the road. 

We arrived, after a most wretched journey, at 
Secrpoor at six o’clock a.m., and in an evil hour 
were induced to proceed about eight miics far- 
ther to a new bungalow on the hanks of the 
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Tftptco, recently erected for tho accommodation 
of troops. It was tolerably clean, though with 
dust floors, and had tlio unusual luxury of 
chairs nnd a tablo, but it was built of wood, 
and tho doors and windows wero very far from 
fitting, and I nover can forget tho burning 
wind that blow in at every crevice, nearly suffo- 
cating ns. The pcoplo of tho villago were very 
uncivil, and bribes and threats had to bo re- 
sorted to, before we could even procure water 
or firewood. Supplies there were none, except 
a water-melon, which we greedily devoured, but 
fortunately our carts were well provided. I was 
thoroughly knocked up, from the impossibility of 
getting any rest by day, owing to having to 
attend upon- baby, who, in spite of heat and ' 
fatigue, looks better than when we left Hhow, 
and trots about the dirty floors in a state of 
great happiness, making dirt-pies to his heart’s 
content. No traveller in civilized countries 
can. form a conception of the state of dreadful 
dirt we are compelled to exist in, [notwithstand- 
ing the daily bath,] owing to the combined 
influence of dust and heat. 


Saturday, May 21 . 

"We started on. our journey at six p.m. jester- 
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tla> , the ficTy wind preventing an earlier de- 
parture Alter crossing tho Tapteo tlie roads 
improved, so that we proceeded at a trot, 
and arrived at Dhoolia about one a m , when 
thinking it a pity to stop so early, wo proceeded 
on onr way, and towards ten a w tins morning 
wc found ourselves approaching Mallignnm Our 
servants and carts had all dropped behind, and 
we could not cicn procure a drop of water for 
poor Inin t who had been fourteen hours pntliout 
food, but whose patience throughout this trying 
journey was exemplary. Wo wore allowed to 
take possession of tho empty bungalow belonging 
to somo fnends, who were tbcmschcs nwaj, and 
tbo unspeakable delight of a cool clean houso 
to rest in, on such a journey must bo felt to bo 
appreciated Breakfast was sent us by a fnond, 
and our carts did not appear till quite late m 
tho day, being delated by tho usual upsets and 
break downs, which fractured man} of our boxes 
and spilled nearly all our storo of wino, Ac 
Wc determined to stay a night hero quietly to 
enjoy the unwonted luxury of a bed 

Mondaj , llnj 23 

TX’&v m civanaV smrar at iWifignum 
ycEterdaj , ovm\g to the absence of tho dmplnin 
u b 2 
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The day was intensely hot, even in- the cool 
houso wc inhabited. Wo dined at four, and 
got ready for starting ; bnt the superintendent 
of the traffic department forgot to send onr 
bullocks, and after much delay they sent a pair 
too few, so that it was past eight before wo left 
the house, and then wo had to lcavo one cart 
to follow ; next our drivers mistook tho road ; 
and after much that was extremely trying to 
the temper .and patience, we finally trotted off 
along tho Bombay road, about half-past nine 
r.u. As day dawned we found ourselves just 
beginning the descent of the Chandore Ghaut, a 
very wild rocky gorge, the rocks on each side 
assuming all kinds of fantastic shapes, like 
forts, towers, &c., and all the hills were marked 
with black strata in horizontal lines, exactly 
corresponding with one another, giving the idea 
that they had been rent asunder by some con- 
vulsion of nature. The valley down which we 
wound is well-wooded, and very narrow, in 
one place nearly closed by the small walled 
village of Chandore, the gateway of which is 
rather handsome. After descending the moun- 
tain pass we emerged upon a wide and most 
arid and desolate plain, across which we had to 
plod our weary way for eighteen miles, with the 
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worst bullocks that had yet fallen to our lot, 
before arriving at Pecpulgaum, a charming 
clean bungalow, which wo did not reach till 
half-past eleven a. si. 

It is "very extraordinary, and quito contrary 
to our expectations, but now we have descended 
so much nearer to the level of tho sea, it is 
wonderfully cooler : indeed at dawn this morn- 
ing it was unpleasantly cold to those so lightly 
clad as we were, and wo were not too hot 
during the subsequent journey, being refreshed 
by a cool sea-breeze, instead of the liquid Jirc 
it has been our fato to inhalo lately. \Ye 
found tho bungalow delightfully situated in a 
grove of mangos, and it was cool enough to 
enable us to sit with the doors and windows 
open, a luxury not possible sinco March. Wo 
also found a decent messman, who prepared our 
breakfast, giving our poor servants a little rest. 

Tuesday, May 24. 

In the middle of tho night I awoke from an 
uneasy slumber, and found we were passing 
through some pretty lulls, having left the small 
Station of Nassick behind us. As morning 
dawned a. roagoifinent linn at Gduuita appeared 
in front of us, and our road wound among the 
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lowest of the range, which were prettily wooded 
We travelled on till ten a m , when we stopped 
at Edulapoora, having only accomplished forty 
eight miles m fifteen hours The early mom 
mg was so cold as to keep me awake, and the 
general atmosphere is much coolei than m Cen 
tral India The railway is making great pro 
gress here, and before long will be opened to 
Nassick They are building bungalows, and 
establishing a Station at this place, which is 
very prettily Bituated at the foot of the hills 
We sold off all the remainder of our travelling 
lat to a Parsee here, as we shall have no further 
use for it The road to day was encumbered 
with thousands of pack bullocks, accompanied 
by their owners, the wild looking Bnnjarries, 
whose women cover their arms with large 
bone rings, and wear high comcal head 
dresses , some of the droves were going to 
Bombay, laden with huge packs of cotton , 
but the greater part were returning north 
wards, lean, travel worn, and back galled We 
left Edulapoora soon after three p m , and 
as the heat was not excessive, I was very glad 
we had daylight to traverse one of tho prettiest 
roads I have seen for some time, earned over a 
succession of Ghauts, or rather I should explain 
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that the road is throughout a gallery*, cut along 
the almost perpendicular sides of the hill, and 
binding round innumerable points, discloses 
very extensive and beautiful views of various 
ranges of hills, from the rocky summits cut 
into the most fantastic shapes, dorm to tho 
lower range .which we were traversing, the red 
soil of which, contrasts admirably with the 
bright green of the young trees clothing the 
hill sides. The railway ttumcl through this 
vast range will boa wonderful work, and already 
the engineers have erected numerous bungalows, 
perched in the most picturesque situations, and 
forming an entirely novel feature in Indian 
scenery — I mean that of detached country- 
houses. Night closing in left ns still among 
tho Ghauts. 

Wednesday, May 25. 

The earliest dawn found us still jolting on 
through the same succession of wooded hills, 
and soon we stopped in a great yard belonging 
to the railway station at "Wassind, where we 
slept in our carts for an hour, and then began 
a scene of confusion, noise, and strugg lin g, 
not to bo equalled in any country but India. 
Wc had to push our way through a crowd 
of pack-bullocks, and then run across the lin e 
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in front of the engine, ns the passenger Station 
is conveniently placed on tlio opposite sidoto the 
road ; and when nt last no Imd succeeded in 
collecting our baggage nnd servants from tlio 
surrounding mass . of confusion, tlio railway 
officials forced us to leave tlio former behind to 
follow by a later train. No waiting-room or 
accommodation of any kind is provided for 
poor toil-worn travellers like ourselves ; but 
under any circumstances wo were too thankful 
to feel that our journey by bullock-diik bad 
como to an end, bruised, sore, and aching 
in every limb, as wo were, and in a state of 
dirt and misery past description. At length 
the wliistle sounded, and wo started : the train 
was nominally an express, but loitered on* the 
way at every little Station, where the same 
clatter, and jabbering, and confusion was enac- 
ted, to the trial of our patience. Tlio country 
through which the line is carried is very beau- 
tiful, abounding with lovely -views of the hills, 
and tbo upper part of the harbour of Bombay. 
We arrived at the Byculla Station at ten a.m., 
and went straight to our hospitable friends on 
Maldbar Hill, who had provided in every way 
for our comfort and refreshment, oven to bor- 
rowing an experienced English maid, who 
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undertook the care of baby for some hours, 
•whilst I endeavoured to obtain a little rest. 
The •well-ordered breakfast table was by no 
means to be despised, as we had tasted nothing 
since two p.m. yesterday, save a cup of coffee 
and some champagne and water at five this 
morning. This champagne in all our dirt and 
misery, always made me laugh* by its incon- 
gruity, but I really believe it has been the 
means of enabling us to bear the excessive 
fatigue of the journey. It was surprising to 
feel the delicious cool sea-breeze, and find all 
the doors and windows open, the degrees of 
heat being thirty or forty degrees lower than 
in Mhow, and the damp so pleasant after the 
liquid fire we had breathed for so long ; and yet 
all the inhabitants of Bombay are gasping and 
complaining of the extraordinary heat of this 
season, which is in consequence more unhealthy 
than usual. I kept quiet all day, and engaged 

a temporary ayah, but L -was obliged to go 

down io the Railway Station to see after 
servants and luggage, which, after all, had not 
arrived. 
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I'rvUjr, .Tun«* a 

Tiickc* ln*d ten day* have Wen ppont 1*v uh 
pleasantly among the RW-hrrwa of Malabar 
iltl!, mid enlivened by almost daily drive* into 
Bombay, which I Mill think tho most amusing 
of cities, from tho variety of costumes and 
vehicles, nml tho tall picturesque houses with 
their latticed verandahs. One evening we took 
a sail in tho harbour, in tho ** Augusta.’* The 
coming monsoon now lowers over tho distant 
hills, especially towards Ruupet, and wo are 
Bcnrccly hoping to escape its violence during 
onr homeward voyage. The unusually pro- 
tracted hot Reason is very unhealthy this year. 
Cholcrn is in tho native town, and in Poona 
and other places several Europeans haro. 
fallen victims to it. Dysentery is also very 
common, and my baby lias Buffered much from 
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it since we arrived, — ft reaction, no doubt, after 
the fatigue of Ids journey. Passing through 
the bazaar to-day wo saw two corpses — one, 
that of a Parsec, followed by large numbers of 
that community, 0*0 its way to tho “ Tower of 
Silence,” which is hear tho Point of Malabar 
Hill, where tho worshippers of the sun give 
over their dead to tho vultures and the kites ; 
the other body was that of a Hindu, going to 
the funeral pile. Both were laid on stretchers, 
and wrapped in a cloth thin enough to show 
the shape, and were carried along by four 
bearers at a rapid trot. Tho pall, ot cloth, 
which covered the Hindu, was smeared with 
patches of coloured powders. 


Saturday, June 4. 

L went to breakfast with the Governor, 

who with his suite camo down last ovening from 
tho Hills, and were overtaken crossing the bay 
by n violent thunderstorm, which causing the 
sea to be rough, produced effects wholly subver- 
sive of etiquette and Yice-Kegal state. His 
Excellency most kindly wished ns to stay and 
dine with him previous to our embarkation, 
which was tixed for this evening, bat wo de- 
clined, feeling tho necessity of being early on 
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board, to got tilings comfortablo in our cabin. 
So after nn early dinner and taking leave of 
our kind hosts, wo drove to tlic Apollo bunder f 
from whence tho Commocloro’s boat put us and 
our luggage on board tho P. ’and 0. Company’s 
mail steamer “ Bombay," and time, with but few. 
regrets, wo bado adiou to tho “ Glorious East," 
and set our faces homewards. Our cabin was 
a wee, hot placo, with three tiny berths for 
baby and us ; and the Eurasian woman I had 
engaged as nurse had no placo allotted to her, 
but was obliged to lie down any whero. There 
appeared a great crowd on board, and what 
with coinings and goings, leave-takings, and 
the usual amount of eating and drinking, in- 
separable from the departure of a vessel, con- 
fusion reigned supreme, and wo were glad to 
retire early to the privacy of our cupboard. 
The wind had moderated to-day, and though 
the horizon was dark and lowering, our friends 
on shore prognosticated a fine voyage, and that 
we should just escape the monsoon. 

Friday, June 17. 

,We left Bombay harbour with the earliest 
dawn of Sunday June 5, and the beginning of our 
Borrows, was the order to close the port-holes, 
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which remained battened down till tliis morn- 
ing. Of the misery endured during the past 
twelve days, my pen can convoy but a very in- 
adequate idea. 

The monsoon in all its violence sot in as 
we left the harbour, and the Bliip’s officers 
say we have experienced the worst passage 
known for twenty years. At first, there 
was not much rain, hut a violent wind dead 
against us, accompanied hy a heavy rolling 
sea, which quickly prostrated nearly every 
soul on board. I must do the good ship 
‘'Bombay” the justice of saying, that her 
seaworthy qualities are good ; hut often, when 
caught by one of the frequent squalls, she 
shivered as she dived under the crest of some 
tremendous wave, and rose again with the 
buoyancy of a duck, every timber strained 
and groaned, forming a chorus with the voices 
of the frightened women and children, who 
screamed in terror, and shrieked in hysterics, 
with little intermission day or night. Formerly, 
during the monsoon a stray man or two were 
the only passengers, hut tliis year the rush to 
England, on the cessation of the war, made 
people heedless of the season, and onr vessel 
built to contain sixty-five passengers, was 
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crowded with seventy-eight, besides native 
servants. Kadi day the violence of the galo 
increased, thongh with a view of avoiding some 
of its fury wo made a semi-circnlnr course, 
running down the coast far to the south, and 
then returning ntong the African shore. Of 
course, I was ill, that is to say, very faint and 
misemblo for several days, but I always con- 
trived with tho earliest dawn to scramhlo on 
dcclc, wlicro I remained generally lashed in my 
chair to tho mast, till “lights out” forced mo 
below. Tho necessity of going down into the 
foul air nearly lulled me, with a sort of choking 
sensation. Tho heat, and smell of seventy or 
eighty peoplo battened down in tiny cabins, all 
opening on ono common saloon, where eating 
went on nearly incessantly ; in addition to the 
fumes from tho engine-room, galley, and 
slaughter-house, both of which latter were on 
tho lower deck : all this in tho hottest month 
of a tropical climate, produced on atmosphere 
difficult to imagine, far more to deacribo. I 
nover was able to sleep in my cabin during the 
whole time: the want of air turned me so deadly 
faint during the few minutes required for ray 
limited toilet, that I used to spread a mattress 
on the floor outside my door, on which baby 
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and I obtained such repose as was consistent with 
the circumstances, and occasionally inhaled a 
breath of air from a skylight opened during a 
momentary cessation of rain. Oh! tko horrors 
of that dreadful saloon — with peoplo of all kinds, 
gentlemen and ladies, stewards, native servants, 
and children, all huddled together, on tlio floor, 
on the table, on the benches, nmid the reeking 
odours of brandy and water, and stale fruit, and* 
meat! It gives some idea of the atmosphere of 
the little cabins, to know that even this saloon 
was preferable to them. The two first nights 

L and I slept on deck, but afterwards 

were prevented by the rain and sea, which 
swept clean over every part of the ship. One 
day, after having stood the brunt of four seas, I 
was forced for a time to go below. The rain was 
, not continuous, but for many days we had 
constant heavy squalls, which invariably tor- 
mented us just as wo were preparing for our 
meals. All tbe ladies and many of the gentle- 
men (who were visible at all) used to make the 
stewards bring their food on deck, and it was 
amusing enough to watch the erratic progress 
of a plate of soup, or a cup of tea, during the 
lively motions of the ship. The foodwaa lwrxui, 
dirty, and iU-copked; and of the interior 
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economy of tlio ship. nnd of tho crossness anti 
iiicmhty of tho htcw unless, jt is impossible to 
speak m terms of proisc Iho children were 
insnflicicntlj , ns well as hull} fed, and it this 
not allowed for one’s own sonants to preparo 
their food , and tliero hemp no second saloon, 
(luring meal times the poor liltlo things wero 
turned out to sit in tho doorwajs, or on tho 
'stairs, or in any odd corner. We had a store 
of sheep and cows on hoard, bnt they daily 
died from tho 110101100 of tho weather, or were 
killed to sore their hres, and tho carcases used 
to hang at tho doors of the cahius in tho fore 
part of the ship, tho possessors whereof had to 
make their woj through tho hay and straw and 
dirt of all descriptions to reach their doors In 
tlus part of tho slup, tliero was also always a 
great deal of water, and ovory thing was wet 
Oar fellow passengers, a motley group, may 
he considered as fair specimens of tho “ Overland 
Mail ” Tho military were represented by a 
General and a Colonel, besides crowds of sick 
subalterns, and a few going liomo on furlough 
Numerous ladies, sick themselves and bringing 
homo children still more ill, crowds of native 
ayahs and servants, an officer of the Itoyal Navj , 
and two spare Captains of tho P and 0 Com 
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pany, besides the officers belonging to tho ship, 
completed the number, with the addition of 
three or four second class passengers, who In ed 
no one knew where, in the recesses of the un- 
wholesome dens below One poor sick officer 
of the Bengal army was thrust on board by Ins 
man of business at Bombay, without any 
servant to attend npon lnm, in a perfectly 
helpless and apparently dying state from 
dysentery He had a hag containing 800 sove 
reigns put under his pillow, winch was rapidly 
lightened by the numerous extra charges made 

professedly for his comfort L who did 

not even know his name, was asked by a by- 
stander to look after him, and ho was Ins 
daily charge from that time 

There waB a poor lady m the last stage of con 
sumption, having a child, and a poor old father 
and mother with her, themselves too ill to attend 
upon their dying daughter, who was half earned 
on deck by a steward each day with diminished 
strength , and all the passengers were \ery kind 
to her, and propped her up with cushions, dc , 
bnt it is not probable that she will reach England 
A young lady of most objectionable manners, 
and unwholesome complexion, having failed in 
la chasse aux mans m India, made desperate 
cc 



efforts to ensnare each gmlcloss wibaUcm whom 
pho could get to listen to licr no\er coaling 
clatter and discordant laugh, winch might he 
heard at all hours of the day or night, all o\er 
the ship She occupied a berth in the ladies' 
cabin, and must have led the other occupiers a 
tomblo limo of it, ono of whom was a miserable 
ohl Frenchwoman, who thought it her duty to 
he m bed, inhaling chloroform, and praying to 
tho Virgin Tlio rest of tho ladies, with few 
exceptions, wero either given to hj stones, or to 
dropping their H’s or their shoestrings 

The children -were whntonly clnlilrcn brought 
up by nativo servants can be — rode, dirty, and 
disagreeable to tlio last degreo , and most of 
them (and indeed the great majority of the pas 
sengers of all ages) suffering from boils and 
pnckly heat, winch gave the compahy the 
general appearance of Long convalescents from 
the small-pox hospital There was one very 
queer old Mussnlmam ayah, who wearing tight 
red stnped trousers, a white dressing gown, 
and a white handkerchief hound round her 
head, I was long before I could make up 
my mind whether she w as a man or a woman 
The genus Gent was represented by a most 
offensive spccinien, who having been turned 



MOTI.F.Y GROUP. 


337 


out of the Indian array for drunkenness, was 
now about to try liis fortune in an Australian 
bank. Tliis animal drew caricatures, and in 
Ins own estimation was a prodigy of cleverness. 
The first two evenings, warmed by copious 
potations, ho came and sat down near ns, 
swearing eternal friendship, and inviting us, in 
the name of liis father, toresido for a lengthened 
period at that respectable individual's country 
house; hut finding his overtures were not re- 
ceived with a corresponding gush of enthu- 
siasm, he afterwards confined liis attentions to 
the baby, who, I am sorry to say, evinced a 
taste for low -company, by rather patronizing 
him. There was one old gentleman who 
annoyed me greatly one day. He sat down in 
a chair next to mine, and refused to have it 
properly secured, though I entreated him to do 
so, for both our sakes. The end of it was, 
that after knocking me down once, a lurch of 
the ship threw him right over me (fortunately 
hafiy had just left my lap), and he rolled into 
the scuppers without a word of apology for 
thus laying me low. 

Our progress was much retarded by the bad 
quality of the coal with which we were provided, 
so that when we got into smooth water we could 
c c 2 
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scarcely steam fi\o miles an lionr The reason 
given was, that knowing wo could by no possi- 
bility liiftko n quick passage, it was thought i 
good opportunity to use np tho bad coal, as a 
few hours’ retarding could make no difference 

Siturdi} Juno 18 

I heard tho anchor drop at a quarter past 
ono tins morning, and knew wo were snug in 
Aden harbour Shortly after, slumbers 
were rudely disturbed hy tho horrid sensation 
of a rat running all down mo and biting my 
leg Wo wero astir early, and found ourselves 
in a bay surrounded by picturesque volcanic 
rocks At six o’clock we went on shore, and 
with Borne difficulty effected a bargain with the 
curly headed proprietor of two mules, who 
spoke English enough to be an adept in the 
art of cheating We rode first to the himgalbw 

of a bi other officei of L s, situated on 

a hill near the shore, of whom, rudely rousing 
him from his peaceful slumbers, we craved hos 
pitahty, and were kindly asked to return to 
breakfast, when, we had completed our tour of 
the lions A canter of six * miles along a 
straight road, earned in one place through tho 
rocks by a narrow cutting, brought us to the 
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camp, situated in the crater of an extinct 
volcano. 

. Adcn " nB first fortified by tbo Tnrks, and 
! s ' cl 7 Btron b'- oiery accessible height brist- 
mg with batteries, on 11111011 arc mounted 100 
lieavy gnus, and they might carry many more. 
It is an irregular rocky peninsula, sticking out 
from the mainland of Arabia, to which it is 
joined by a long neck of sand. No one is 
allowed to pass the barriers and penetrate into 
interior. The gamson consists of a regi- 
ment of Bombay Native Infantry, two com- 
panies of a Royal Infantiy Regiment, and two 
companies of Royal Artillery. There are a few 
men a so belonging to an Indian Regiment of 
Irregular Cavalry, who were sent hero on de- 
tachment twenty years ago, and have been 
dismounted, and apparently forgotten. The 
r«ads are excellent, and the pointed voleame 
mountains very beautiful m their stem ^ 
softened by a haze of pmU n 11 
pecidiar to the tropics. It „ reckonil° a “^ 
hot place, and the reflection from P 

causes frequent cases of sunstroke. The hSa 
nsc abruptly ft a great height from the sea 
the most striking peculiarity bourn the (el l 
absence of vegetation. The rocks°aro wholly 
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composed of scoria, and there is not an atom of 
soiT A few bushes have been planted near 
the houses m the camp — the earth m which it 
is hoped they will grow having been imported 
from the mainland Ram falls here only about 
once m two or three yeais, and one of these 
periodical storms has lately occuned, washing 
away people, roads, and buildings by its 
violence, and its immediate lesult has been 
the springing up in the crevices of the rocks of 
a few green lichens, which are looked upon as 
a great wonder 

Remains of magnificent old tanks have been 
lately discovered, capable of holding three years’ 
consumption of water, hitherto all drinking 
water, as well as firing, has been brought from 
the intenor , for washing purposes, a condensing 
machine punfies the sea water for the use of the 
community In the camp there are plenty t)f 
“ Europe Shops, kept by Parsecs, and a hand- 
some native bazaar , bnt vegetables, and many 
other luxuncs, are very scarce The inhabitants 
are Arabs and Africans, a mongrel, but jet much 
finer race than the Indians They havo frizzly 
black hair, which tbej dye red • Though pictu 
resquo, tlio Station must bo a very dull one, ns 
besides its limited extent, the houses arc much 
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scattered, so tlmt there is little society. A few 
days ago, tlio French Cousnl, transgrcssmg*tho 
rule forbidding Europeans to go beyond tho 
fortifications ou tho sido of Arabia, attempted 
to pcnctrato into tho interior, and was mur- 
dered by some liostilo tribes. After riding 
through the camp, on our return wo ascended 
to the ramparts on tho heights, from wlicuco 
there is a fine "view of both land and sea — tho 
general aspect of Arabia being an unvaiying fiat ; 
then descending to tho gates of tho Isthmus, 
wo followed a torn! along tho shore to “ Steamer 
Point,” and by nino o’clock wero glad to tako 
shelter from tho burning sun, under our friends’ 
hospitable roof, whero wo spent tlio day, 
and, among other luxuries, tho novor-to-bo- 
forgotten delight of a bath was provided for 
us. After an early dinner wo mounted sorao 
tRttooSy rodo down to tho slioro, and returned 
to tho “Bombay.” 

And now, beforo describing tho now miseries 
that awaited us on board, I must go back to say, 
that- directly wo had anchored, camo tho report 
of tho wreck of tlio Calcutta mail steamer 
“ Alma ” in tho Bed Sea, and that tho wliolo 
of hor passengers had roturned to Aden, aud woro 
to be put on board our alrcady.-crowdod •vessel. 
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It appears that the accident, •which occurred five 
dajfe ago, was entirely the result of carelessness. 
She was ten miles out of her course, and on a 
bright moonlight night struck on a rock evi- 
dent to the most casual observer ; then heeling 
over, the water rushed into the open ports, and 
just giving time to savo the mails and passen- 
gers, she went down by tko stern. Those 
whose cabins wero on the lower sido scarcely 
saved any tiling but their lives, and they all 
landed on a rock, where with such shelter as a 
few tents made of sails could afford, tlicso poor 
people — men, women, and children — had to 
remain for threo days with only a littlo biscuit 
and beer for their support: no tealer, except 
what could bo got from a fow lumps of ice. A 
boat was sent for assistance, which fortunately 
fcllinwith ILM.S. “Cyclops,” which embarked 
tlio poor shipwrecked peoplo, and brought them 
to Aden. 

On arriving thcro their first object was to pro- 
cure clothes, for which purpose they were fur- 
nished with a small sum each by the P. and O. 
agent, who further promised that if they would 
wait for tlio Australian Mail (which was duo 
in two days), they would have every chance of 
good accommodation on their voyage to Suez. 
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However, persuasion and entreaty were alike in 
vain, and onr ship’s officers had no means of 
protecting their vessel, which was literally 
hoarded by tbeso people to the number of 101, 
some fifty moro having the good sense to wait 
for the next opportunity. And now our griev- 
ances began. It was not that we were wanting 
in compassion to these poor shipwrecked peo- 
ple, whom to have rescued, wo would gladly 
have suffered any inconvenience,* but that bad 
been done before our arrival, and they wero 
safe, if not comfortablo, at Aden, wbero no 
power could persuade them to remain for a 
few days longer, instead of forcibly taking 
possession of our ship, where they took up an 
injured tone, abused the servants and the pro- 
visions, smoked in the ladies' faces, Ac., till, in 
short, our vessel closely resembled a Thames 
boat cn route to Greenwich Fair. As evening 
wore on, matters grew worse, and truly there 
were some curious people among the “Almas.” 

There was a Dutch officer with a Malay wife 
and five brown cliildren, who occupied a large 
space in tbo centre of the deck, and by nin e 
o’clock tbe whole was thickly covered with mat- 
tresses and sheets y in which persons of all ages 
and sexes enveloped themselves for the night, so 
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that to go below, one had to pick one's way over 
a confused mass of arms and lege, at the im- 
mediate risk of treading on somebody's nose ; 
whilo in tlio saloons, oven beforo the lights 
were put out, tlio tablo was converted into a 
great bed of Ware for moro ladies and children. 

Trinity Sunday, 'June 19. 

Wo weighed anchor at nine p.m. Inst even- 
ing! and at the same hour A.ar. tins morning’ 
passed through tlio Straits of Bab el Mandeb 
into the Red Sea. On one side there is a 
peninsula of picturesque volcanic rocks, and 
on the other the small island of Perim, where a 
wretched English officer with a detachment of 
Indian Artillery is stationed. He is relieved 
every threo months, during which period he 
has no communication with the mainland, 
never sees a white face, and has only the food 
and water that was brought with him. Just 
• before dark this evening we lay to, for a few 
minutes, off the wreck of the “ Alma,” which 
was stuck fast on a reef, with her bows high in 
air. It was a melancholy sight, when one 
reflected what her Unfortunate passengers have 
lost, and how narrowly they escaped with their 
lives. Many were inueli hurt in their exertions 



WRECK OF THE “ALMA.” 395 

to save others. Wo saw the wretched tents on 
the island, where they remained for three days. 
H.M.S. “ Furious M is now lying heie, endea- 
vouring to save a few of the things. The 
Lascar sailors are supposed to have plundered 
a great deal, upwards of GOOL in money having 
been found in their possession. Amongst 
those most to bo pitied, I thought, were a poor 
old couple, indigo planters, from Bengal, who 
had not been home for fifty years. Tho old 
man was cighty-fivo, and his wife seventy- 
three, and thoy had been saved most gallantly, 
and with great difficulty, from tho wreck, and 
wonderful to relate, did not appear to sutler 
much from all they had gono through. Tlio 
children also surprised mo by the little harm 
their privations seem to have done them ; few 
of them had any shoes or stockings, and they 
ran about our docks in one loose garment. 

Monday, J uno 20. 

The weather continues tolerably cool, with 
strong head winds, luckily for our crowded 
vessel, but owing to our weight we get on hut 
slowly. All of us ladies, have formed ourselves 
into a sort of uorltng club, plying our needles 
most induslrionsly in behalf of the “Almas,” 



who had mostly famished thcmsclrcs with 
pieces of colonrcd prints, Arc., ut Aden, from 
which wo turn out gowns end garments for the 
children, with tho rapidity of a sewing machine. 
They have no reason to complain of tho want 
of bcncvolcnco of tho “ Bombays," as I believe 
contributions from tho wardrobes of almost 
every ono on board have been liberally given to 
thoso in need. Tho eating and drinking is 
now, of course, worso than over. Thirteen 
meals a day succeed each other with wonderful 
rapidity. Wo are fed like hounds, and with 
food so coarse, it would not bo given to well- 
nurtured dogs at homo. 


Thursday, Juno 23 - 

The last three dajB have been spent in the 
same weary monotony of crowded decks, slow 
progress, and disgusting meals,. In all this' 
wretchedness, our sick patient (who has been 
for some time established on deck), has steadily 
progressed towards recovery — n wonderful in- 
stance of the tenacity of human life ; hut the 
poor consumptive lady iB growing weaker daily, 
and is evidently sinking. A protest against the 
treatment wo have received at the hands of the 
P. and O. Company is being drawn up, and 
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will be signed by nearly nil the gentlemen. 
The tbrcc doctors on board nil Bay that the 
mercy of Providence nlono has, by giving tih 
bead winds, which have kept up a certain # 
degree of ventilation, saved us from the calamity 
of an epidemic, consequent on the over-crowding 
and heat. We are actually more in number in 
comparison with the size of the ship than there 
were on hoard tho steamer last year which 
conveyed soldiers’ wives up the Indus, when 
nearly all tho passengers died of foul air ; hilt 
thanks bo to God, who has sent us such cool 
weather as is seldom experienced at this season 
in the Itcd Sea 1 Wo all look sodden and ill 
(no wonder), and tho children have whooping- 
cough, and aro covered with boils, and to-day 
tho quantity as well as quality of our food is 
rapidly diminishing. There was much cxcito- 
* mont to-day by people making up their parties 
for tho railway carnages across tho Desert, and 
tho objectionable young lady expressed strong 
opinions on tho conduct of several officers and 
gentlemen, who contrived to elndo the traps she 
had baited for them. 

Friday, Juno 21 . 

Soon after breakfast wo passed close to a 
large barren rocky island on our western side, 



which lies at tho entrance to tho Bay of Snez. 
Tho shores on both sides wero visiblo all day, 
generally high picturesque hills, hut totally de- 
nuded of vegetation. Tho cxuct Bpot where 
the Israelites crossed tho Bed Sea does not 
appear to bo correctly known, but it was in the 
narrow part of tho Seri. To-day our provisions 
nro reduced to the lowest possiblo ebb, and 
what Iittlo there iB, is so badly dressed ns to be 
almost uucntnblo. Tho only p&latcablo drink 
is lemonade, made from limes bought by some 
provident passengers at Aden ; but this was not 
agreeable to breakfast upon. We went to bed 
rejoicing in the hope of its being our last night 
in tho “ Bombay.” 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

IA>I> AT BVEZ — Tnr PZ3LT.T IUIIWAT — LOST IWOAOF 
— CAIRO — VATITE DRrSS — EOTPTIO RATH — POMCFT 
BtDrsO — JUMMA BHFRIFF MOSQUF — RA7A lUS— t>BFCTS 
— EXPEDITIOV TO THF FTTIAMIRS — Tnr TinOlV8 CA1F 
— TOURS OF THE CALirilR — AIFTAJiDRIl — FMIURK ON 
ROARR Tnr “1XDCB” — Jr ALT V — CAruenrr VONA8TFRA 
— ClIRRALTAE — 01 D F VO LAND AGAIN 

Saturday, Juno 25 

We anchored off Suez at lUilf-past three this 
rooming, and before long all wcio astir to pack 
up, hoping to get early on slioro, but alas! such 
a hope proved most delusivo , no wasted till 
ten, and then were fmn to breakfast off any thing 
we could get, and, offer another weary hour, 
‘the little steamer, which had convoked tlio 
baggage on shore, returned Tot the passengers 
Wo wore huddled ert masse on lici scorching 
deck, but hade adieu to tho “ Bombay,” with 
feelings of intense satisfaction and gratitude, 
heightened by hearing that her boilers woro out 
•of repair, so that it was a peculiar merej that 
we accomplished our lojage without breaking 
down, though the time we have been on the 
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sea, (twenty- one days from Bombay,) is ordina- 
rily sufficient to carry tbo inail from tbenco to 
England 1 Suez is a small dirty native town, 
situated on a spit of sand projecting into tbo 
sea at tbo foot of fino sandstone mountains, 
said to bo thoso which prevented the Israelites 
from going across the Isthmus of Snez on their 
departure from Egypt. Thcro is a largo hotel 
at Suez, belonging to tlio P. and 0. Company, 
closo to the landing place, and a great deal was 
said of a tiffin, which was to ho here given to 
us, to mako amends for our lato pancity of sup- 
plies ; but as the food consisted of a very limi- 
ted nllowanco of cold mutton and chicken, and 
wo had to pay three shillings for a pint bottle 
’ of beer and soda water, tlio entertainment could 
not bo considered a very liberal ono. The 
hotel, though largo, was kept private, in ex- 
pectation of a visit from the Pasha, and having 
no place to sit down in, we took what repose we 
could, sitting on our boxes in the hot courtyard 
for a couple of hours, whilst the train was being 
“got ready. At last, about three o’clock, we 
were bundled into vans, six Indies in each, 
drawn by a pair of mules, and jolted through 
the dusty streets to the railway station, a dis- 
tance of about a quarter of a mile, which was 
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sufficient to male us thankful no lmd no fur- 
t lor to m sncli conveyances Tho centle- 
men ami tho luggage were conveyed on open 
trucks, through heat that even ire thought tre- 
mendons and aftern scramble incredible, no at 
ength collected onr party, and established our 
selves in the carnage appropnated to ns, hem- 
assured by the officials that onr heavy bn-ga-e 
which had been brought on shore m tho mom- 
Wd al, be forthcoming on onr nmvnUt 
Cairo, where no purposed remninmg for some 
‘ays, to shake off tho mass of onr follow -paB- 
ngers, and to refresh ourselves noth tho si-hts 
of Egypt Puff, scream, puff, pn ff, pnff! ° nnd 
now ne pass through tho stragghn- villa™ ami 
emerge on tho deser^an undoing Zn of 
sand, mtersected by a few small ravmesand 
occasionally large stones scattered on’ the 
smooth surface of the sand Now and then a 
rrng of camels might be seen m the distance 
or an Arab in his bine gown, heatg , ’ 
solitary way , and twice a misenMo <. iT 
bush, about thirty inches high, reminders of 
the existence of the vegetable km-dom ‘ “ 
Of coarse there are no Station* « 

"“V- .“--Snsrs 

every hour, when the sand has to be cleaned 
d d 
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out of it. Tho general effect of tlic desert to 
ray mind, was that of a country buried under a 
mantle of yellow snow, (and tho glare was 
nearly as great as that of white snow,) particu- 
larly when wo passed a range of high lulls, tho 
soft outline of which boro tho closest resem- 
blance to a snow-drift. A few miles from 
Cairo tufts of coarse grass began to show them- 
selves in tho sand, and then a distant view of a 
belt of palms, and otlior trees, indicating tho 
valley of tho Nile, (tho snmo yellow sand still 
at tho foot of the trees ;) gradually a few 
patches of cultivation irrigated and green, then 
some tall minarets and domes, and three great 
pyramids standing out in the background 
Rgainst tho setting sun ; and passing a large 
white palaco of the Pasha’s, we ran into the 
large station at Cairo, the time taken in 
crossing the desert being five hours. There 
are, of course, no habitations to be seen on 
the wayside, except an occasional tent, or 
one of the old caravansaries, enclosed in loop- 
holed walls. Collecting our small parcels, 

I proceeded with baby and some friends to take 
possession of some rooms that had been secured 
for us at Williams’s Indian Family Hotel, which, 
prepared and furnished like a French house, is 
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veiy clean and quiet, and only professes to ac- 
commodate those who come to remain a few 

tUjfa L , who had stayed behind at the 

Station to get the heavy baggage, soon followed 
me to say, it was utterly impossible to get at 
our luggage, winch was loci cd uj> m the vans 

going to Alexandria, so L made up his 

mind to go on there himself in the luggage 
tram at night, and return as earl) as possible to- 
morrow with the recovered thugs 

Sunday, Jane 26. 

I got up early this morning and thought the 
Mew from my window the most amusing I ever 
saw It looked upon the grand square, or gar- 
den, wluck is bordered by cafes like those m 
the Champs Elysees, and crowds were passing 
to and fro, clad m the costumes of every nation 
under the sun, mixed with smart little donkeys 
with gay carpet saddles, with enormous humps 
of red leather in front The Syrian and Egypt- 
ian ladies wear silk gowns of bright rose or 
straw colour, a white thick red hanging down 
hke a long pointed beard, and fastened by an 
ornament down the middle of the forehead, 
showing only their splendid eyes, whose effect 
is artificially heightened by a dark circle 
d d 2 
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went to take a Turkish hath — a process, on the 
whole, more curious than agreeable. Giving 
my rings and money into the care of my drago- 
man at the door, I was ushered into a large 
hall, with raised scats all round, where a num- 
ber of women and children were disembarrassing 
themselves of their garments, or splashing, in a 
state of brown, nature, in a laTgo basin in the 
centro. I was handed up into a kind of stall, 
and told to take off, my clothes, which were 
hung on a string, and hy their fashion excited 
a good deal of curiosity and amusement among 
the native women. I was then given a long 
white cloth to wrap myself in, and my feet were 
thrust into wooden pattens, and then my con- 
ductress, (whoso solo covering consisted of a 
handkerchief bound round her head, and a 
‘ necklace of gold beads,) led mo through several 
rooms with wet marhle floors, into a small 
apartment at the end, which was to be for my 
sole use. All classes meet in theso baths, the 
ladies only having rooms to themselves. The 
air was very liot and damp like a vapour bath : 
streams of hot water flowed into small basins 
at the sides of the room, and large cockroaches, 
who squeaked like rats, gambolled in everj 
* "direction. Here I was beated on a stone seat, 
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and the scrubbing process was begun on my 
hair, ■which was nibbed with a bunch of well- 
soaped fibres. This took a long time, and was 
rather pleasant, till the disentangling began, by 
dragging forcibly at it as if it had been a 
horse’s mane. It was in vain I remonstrated ; 
I felt sure I should emerge bald from the bath, 
and, literally, when I was released, a bunch of 
hair sufficient to stuff a cushion was thrown 
down by my tormentor ! This torture ended, 
the scrubbing was continued all over my body, 
which was at the same time sluiced with warm 
water. After a time I was again rolled in my 
now wet cloth, and conducted back to the outer 
hall through a perfect Babel of brown nudities, 
who were talking, laughing, scrubbing, and 
playing with tho most perfect unconcern and 
amusement. Arrived at my stall I had to dress 
in public, my arrangements and attire provoking 
much good-humoured merriment. Finally, I 
was served with a minute cup of coffee in a 
little stand, nnd then delivered over to my dra- 
goman, who was vraitin" to escort mo home. 

At four o’clock my friends and I sallied forth 
again, mounted on the jolliest little donkeys 
that it is possible to imngino ; they aro trained 
to ran in the easiest manner about six miles 
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an hour, and for ndtng in the narrow streets of 
an Eastern town, are much more convenient 
than horses, We went first to the Railway 

Station, hoping to find L nrnvo hy a train 

just due; hnt he did not appear, arid we learnt 
that there was another later in the evening. 

7Ve then rodo through the native bazaars of 
Cairo, which arc very entertaining and gay 
with their variety of goods — a septfrato bazaar 
being devoted to the productions of each na- 
tion; — they are interspersed with numerous 
mosques, dccoiated with elaborate carving 
Wo ascended a steep wmdmg lull to tho citadel, 
which is appioachcd through ruinous fortifica- 
tions. The top is crowned by tho Jumma 
Sheriff Mosque, whose beautiful xJimaTcts and 
dome form striking objects m views of 
Cairo On entering the outer court, canvas 
slippers are drawn over ouo’b shoes to prevent 
scratching tho pavement of polished white 
marble. In the centre is a fountain with a 
dome and niches most elaborately and delicately 
carved, and round three sides of the court are 
arcades, the whole built of oriental alabaster. 
The fourth side is occupied by tho mosque, 
built of the same beautiful material. Tho 
windows in the arcades, and those in the 
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mosquo nro filled with bronzo gratings of the 
most elegant designs. Tho interior of the 
mosque, exquisitely carved and polished, with a 
ceiling gorgeously painted, corresponds in rich- 
ness with the exterior. On ono sido is tho 
tomb of Muhammed Ali, tho founder, rich in 
bronzo and green and gold. Three circles of 
brass lamps nro hang round tho domo to light 
it at night. Tho interior is an open space with 
carpets on ono side, near a green and gold pulpit. 
Tho effect of tho walls and pavement of polished 
and carved alabaster is beautiful beyond ex- 
pression. I think I nover saw a church I 
thought so gorgeous and at the same time in 
such good tasto, not even excepting St. Peter's 
at Borne. It is built on tbe spot where the 
Mamelukes were massacred by Muhammed Ali, 
who, doubtless, considered the erection of this 
gorgeous temple a kind of atonement. The 
view from the terraces outside is veiy extensive 
and fine, the Nile winding like a silver thread 
in the distance ; at your feet Cairo with its 
thousand minarets and domes, nearly all beau- 
tifully carved; beyond, the great Pyramids, 
the aqueduct, the hill of a hundred windmills, 
and far away, in the haze of evening, the 
Pyramids of Memphis. We stood on the rock 
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where the Mamelukes were butchered, and from 
whence the last of them jumped Ins horse over 
the precipice, and so escaped himself, though- 
the horse was lulled. A small palace of the 
Pasha’s stands near, in a pretty little garden. 
We were shown a number of fine rooms with 
European curtains and carpets, and handsome 
damask divans. The walls of one room were 
painted to resemhlo windows, with different 
prospects. The Pasha's great bed, a mass of 
soft quilts, looked comfortable enough; but tlio 
only thing I really admired was liis suite of 
bathing rooms, all of polished oriental alabas- 
ter. The outer room had a couch on which to 
repose and take coffee after the fatigues of tlio 
bath. 

We rode back through another set of bazaars 
equally amusing, tlironged with pedestrians in 
every variety of dress, donkey riders, camels, 
carriages gay with gilding, large bullocks 
drawing carts, long palhecs made for camels, 
put on drays and drawn by mules, men hawking 
water, sherbet, and various other things. The 
natives are fond of sitting on wicker baskets 
like birdcages at their doors, or else reclining 
on carpets just inside the shops. 

L — ■ — did not arrive till nine p.m., having 
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had nothing to cat for thirty hours. He was 
for ten hours last night shut up with Egyptians 
•in a second class carriage, and on. arriving at 
Alexandria had a great deal of difficulty in re- 
covering our luggage, and only succeeded just 
in time to catch the return train here. 

Mond/iy, June 27. 

The morning was devoted to the Turkish 
bazaars, where wo purchased a few pretty 
things. At four o'clock we started on donkeys 
to ride to the Pasha’s garden of Slmbra. The 
road is shaded by an avenue of sycamores and • 
acacias of three miles in length, terminating on 
the hanks of the Nile, at a largo and jet un- 
finished palace. Dismounting at a gate, we 
walked through a garden laid ont in straight 
walks, with hedges of clipped myrtle ; flowers 
were scarce, hut in this bare country the place 
looked green and pretty. In one comer stood 
a very trumpery summer-house, of painted 
glass, but farther on there was a handsome kind 
of cloister, or gallery, built round a piece of 
water : the pillars and floor were of polished 
white marble, and the ceiling beautifully 
painted. At the centre of each side, couehes 
were arranged to rest upon, and at the four 
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corners wore furnished rooms, one with a 
billiard table, and another whose decorations 
stmclv us as most beautiful and uncommon 
The floors and -walls were of inlaid woods, tlio 
chandeliers of many-coloured glass with silver 
mountings, the curtains of pink and gold 
damask, and the couches and chairs very rich 
in gilding and satin. The ceiling was white, 
and blue, and gold, and tlio only tables were 
two of pure white marble The immediate 
envnons of Cano are all highly cultivated, m 
perfectly flat gardens, interspersed with pretty 
• villas of two storeys high, with green jalousies, 
like French houses One of these, a land of 
summer house, in a large court bordering the 
Shubrn load, belongs to the Pasha, and there 
he was spending this afternoon Hib guard, of 
about fifty horse soldiers, clad m handsome 
white jackets and loose trousers, with a small 
silver button on their fez caps, were lounging 
at the gates 


Tuesday, June 28 

Tlicro are still plngues in Egypt Not to 
mention the flies, nlucli are innumerable and 
loathsome, from tlieir propensity to settle on 
tlio weak eyes of tlie Egyptians, the fleas and 
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mosquitoes arc more ravenous and importunate 
than any I have met •with. Cairo is charming by 
day, hat the nights aro ono long torment. 

“Wo started tat fivo this morning, on an expe- 
dition to the Pyramids of Cheops, driving 
through Old Cairo about three miles to the 
hanks of the Nile, the road raised between 
deep ditches, being generally bordered by trees, 
or hedges of bamboo, a much smaller species 
of cane than the Indian plant of the same 
name. At the river hank we found ottr donkeys, 
and embarking with them in a feriy-boat, 
crossed the river, here divided into two branches • 
by an island. 

The Nile is now just beginning to rise, 
and in about twenty days will have attained 
its maximum height — twenty feet more. 
Arrived on the opposite shoro' we mounted 
our jolly little donkeys, and proceeded along 
shady lanes and through groves of dates 
(a very stiff, formal looking palm), and then 
over a large tract of irrigated fields, now 
brown and bare, towards the Pyramids 
which with the lights and shadows of early 
morning gleaming on them, looked very grand 
and wonderful. The sandy desert begins about 
half a mile from the base of the nearest Pyra- 
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mul, and they aro raised on a high bank or 
mound perforated in every direction with old 
tombs cut in the sandstone rock, and covered 
noth debris of small, or baby Pyramids. The 
gronp is composed of tkTeo largo ones, the 
farthest much smaller than the other two.- Wo 
dismounted at the baso of tho nearest, and 
were immediately surrounded by vociferous 
Arabs, who almost tore us to pieces in their 
anxiety to secure attending us to tho top. Our 
dragoman bad previously warned us not to take 
money or any valuable with us, as theso wild 
tribes ore very independent, and havo no whole- 
some awe of Europeans ; indeed they were* very 
disagreeable and half threatening in their* 
manner to me, when during tho ascent I got a 
little separated from the gentlemen of the 
party, and they all speak enough English to be 
impertinent. The ascent was much more easily 
accomplished than I expected. One Arab held 
me by each hand, and a third assisted in the 
rear, and in this way I found no difficulty in 
climbing the steps, which are huge blocks of 
stone, very much broken, and varying in height 
from two feet to four, hly dress was naturally 
rather an encumbrance, and one of my Arabs, 
taking hold of my gown, asked me why I did 



‘ 11 -1 


MFC IN INDIA. 


not take it off. Tho view of Cairo ami the 
flat garden -like vnlloy of tho Nile is, 
course, very fino ntid extensive, though not 
heantifnl. Whilst wo were resting on tlio top, 
an Arab boy ran down otir Pyramid and np to 
tlic summit of tho next, which is higher, in the' 
space of ten minutes. Tho descent is very easy, 
l>y leaning on your guides and jmnping from 
step to stop, and I was surprised at not ex- 
periencing any feeling of giddiness. Oar break- 
fast awaited us at tho bottom, under tho shadow 
of a projecting ledge. Only ono of the party, 

Mr. W , went into tho interior, and lus 

account was, that passing for some distance 
down an incline, you grope your way through 
several chambers lined with polished granite, in 
one of which i3 a sarcophagus of the same 
material, called the Tomb of Cheops, but there 
was little to be Been, and that little but dimly 
seen by tho light of a solitary dip. The Arabs 
beset us again with redoubled violence when we 
rose to depart, and nearly drove us wild with 
their noisy vociferations, greatly taking off from 
the pleasure of the excursion. Returning, we 
passed close to the Sphinx, whose huge head 
projects out of the sand between the two ‘ 
largest Pyramids. She has lost her nose, and 



CVVF. or THE VUWIS. 




never could have been exactly n pretty girl. 
A. man standing by her enabled me to see that 
it is about six feet from the point of her chin 
to her mouth. 

The sun’s heat was very great as we rodo back 
• over the plain, though very different in effect 
from the poisonous rays ho emits in India. Re- 
crossing the ferry, we entered the carriage anTl 
drove through the narrow and ruinous streets 
of Old Cairo ; and getting out to thread still 
narrower alleys, we arrived at a very ancient 
Coptic Church, supposed to be built over the 
residence of the "Virgin Mary, during her sojourn 
in Egypt. It contains several finely carved 
wooden screens, panelled in places with inlaid 
ivory. Curious old pictures on gold grounds 
adorn the' walls, and underneath is a small 
crypt, snpported by polished granite pillars, 
and containing a tiny cave, said to have been 
the abode of the Virgin : though why she was 
supposed to have lived in such a bole, I cannot 
imagine. 

"Wo got homo about one p.ji. Passing a 
village to-day, we observed the people making 
bricks with straw, like the Israelites, and halving 
them in the sun. We also saw a mirage on 
the desert — a view’ apparently of a lake with 
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islands, where in reality tlicro was nothing but 
Band. In the afternoon wo went up to the 

citadel, for L to sco tho magnificent 

mosque, which lost nono of its beauty on a 
second visit; and afterwards drovo towards 
Bulac, tho port of Cairo on tho Nile, but tho 
dust was so disagreeable that wo returned 
liome, and contented ourselves with strolling 
in tho gardens of tho great sqnaro till dinner 
time. In the evening wo generally sit under 
the trees in front of one of the cafes, which 
supplies us with ices, pipes for the gentlemen, 
and coffee for those who like the iliick infusion 
full of grounds, served up without milk, in tiny 
cups in stands. Bands, both native and 
European, play every evening, and the beau 
mondc of Cairo promenade in the shady walks, 
Tho bread in Egypt is excellent, and with 
water melons appears to be the chief food of 
the common people. The people employed on 
public works receive no money, but a loaf of 
bread daily, in lieu of wages. The Pasha is 
very arbitrary in his exactions, and -not a little 
eccentric in his conduct. He returned yesterday 
from Alexandria, and delayed the Overland 
Moil two hours, because he had lost two pipes, * 
which were eventually found on board his yacht! 
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His passion is engine driving, and there being 
only ono line of rails, ho frequently endangers 
many live9 by his recklessness. Ho is a ro-* 
markable instance of nn Eastern -wholly without 
personal fear, but like most despots bis amuse- 
ments are of tho most pnerilo description. At 
Slmbra wo saw several velocipedes, on which lie 
deliglits to ride round tho marhlo cloisters, and 
two or three tiny canoes, in which ho paddles 
on the water of tho Fountain. It is very 
noticoablo that almost all tho mcrl in Cairo are 
cither blind of ono eye, or aro suffering from 
ophthalmia in both, and tho European children 
seem all victims to the complaint. It used 
to he common her6 for men to destroy ono of 
tlicir eyes to savo themselves from the conscrip- 
tion, but the Pasha was too sharp for them, 
and has organized a regiment of one-eyed 
. soldiers. 

, Wednesday, Juno 29. 

We started at nine this morning on donkeys, 
and jogged through the bazaars to the Egyptian 
burial-ground, a large space filled with curious- 
looldng little wliito tombs, those of the men 
.having a turban carved at ono end, whilst a 
sort of representation of a veil marks those of 
the women. Wo alighted beforo a largo 
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mosque with three <lomcs, containing within 
the tombs of the Pashas. They are largo 
■sarcophagi of plnistcr, painted in gay colours, 
and with sentences from tho Koran written 
around. There wero several men within, re- 
citing, in a nasal tone, verses from their holy 
hook. Ontsido the mostpio containing these 
lloyal tombs are some handsome carved monu- 
ments, erected by Mohammed Ali over the 
bodies of the Mamelukes ho had murdered, 
a poor •compensation, one should think, for 
their lives. 

On our return into Cairo we went, by appoint- 
ment, to call on the Chaplain's wife, Mrs, 
Lieder, who had kindly offered to show us her 
collection of Egyptian curiosities. We found 
her drawing-room quite a miniature museum, 
the most conspicuous object in which was the 
perfect mummy of a princess, possibly, as early 
ns Moses. This mummy is said to be on unique 
specimen of that era. There were many small 
mummies of a calf, of ibises, hawks, crocodiles, 
and one of an ox, which were considered sym- 
bolical deities. Our hostess herself could read 
the hieroglyphic signs, and gave us much inter- 
esting and curious information on different sub- 
jects connected with the antiquities of this 
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country. Sho told ns that the portion of Old 
Cairo in which is sitnatcd the Coptic chnrch no 
visited ycsteiday, is tho site of the Roman camp 
m which Antony and Cleopatra lived. Mrs. 
Lieder disheheves the story of the Virgin's 
Cave, but gave good reasons for the supposition' 
that the chnrch was built over a spot made 
sacred by being the scene of the imprisonment 
and martyrdom of Christians during one of the 
persecutions under the Emperor Diocletian. 

liear tlie chnrch was a small monastery, from 
which St. Peter is supposed to have written his 
Epistle dated Babylon. The old Babylon 
Assyria, had before then censed to be a place of 
importance, and Babylon was a name by which 
Old Cairo was known to the ancients She 
suggested to ns that the plam watered by the 
Rile in which Cairo stands, may wA “ 
formerly the land of Goshen, which was mve” 
to tho Israelites ; and the Egyptian city of No 
lay on a sandy plateau between the n , 
of Cheops and those of Memphis It 
u. the prophecies respecting N 0 
man should henceforth walk throngh it,” and 
this has been literally fulfill / ’ d 

stantly accumulating delns from the » i’ 
inundations of the 
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of Boil on the top of tho ruins, Uiat though 
men daily wall: orrr it, no ouo can accurately 
ho paid to walk through it. Sumdh, where 
the Israelites assembled previous to the Exodns, 
lay on the plain we traversed going to the 
Pyramids, and tlio hunks of iho river, a litilo th 
tlio south of where wo crossed it, may havo 
been the sccno of the miracles of Moses. A 
small island near Cairo is said to lmvo been tho 
spot wlicro Moses was fouud; but as Pharaoh’s 
daughter probably lived in tlio Koyal city of 
Memphis, somo thirty miles distant, it is not 
likely to bo a truthful legend. 

Mrs. Lieder's museum contained several 
sculptured heads and arms, some coins and 
Crosiers, and a beautiful altar vase, brought 
from tho ruins of tho clmrcli at Thebes. In tho 
early days of Christianity the Coptic quarter was 
a walled village, and the modern town of Cairo . 
had no existence. Onr land hostess was a per- 
fect miracle of learning, and had all the history 
of the Egyptian kings, as well as that of the early 
Christians, at her fingers’ ends. Wo regretted 
much that our stay here drawing to a close, we 
should not he able to avail ourselves of her 
kind offer of guiding our steps to some of the 
interesting antiquities of the neighbourhood. 
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After returning, as usual, to our liotol in tho 
middle of tlio day, for some light refieshment 
in the -way of fruit, Ac., and an hour’s rest, we 
sallied forth again in the afternoon, and thread- 
ing the tortuous lanes of the bazaars, went 
(jut of the town on the northern side' by a 
noble gateway (to which, from the outside, 
there is no regular approach), and winding 
through narrow paths with walls on each side 
(reminding mo of the one Balaam rode along, 
when the ass crushed his foot against the wall), 
we passed through another largo cemetery, and 
approached a number of handsome tombs and 
mosques, tlio bunal-plaecs of the Cahphs, or 
of the heads and founders of the Mameluke 
dynasty Wo entcicd one of them, winch 
though now in a state of decay, shows the 
remains of former splcndoui , in a Mosaic pave- 
ment of many-coloured marbles, and arabesque 
' pamtings on the ceiling This mosquo has in 
the centre a circular opening to the an. 

Here are shown three separate impressions of 
Muhammed’s foot, on a pieco of dailv-colouied 
marble, the impress of five toes being very clear 
We did not enter the other mosques, and only 
just got homebefoie dark The way in which the 
donkeys thread their way through the ciouded 
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escort blocked up tlie lmo before ns, causing 
serernl hours’ detention. The Delta of tho 
Kile, between' Cairo and Alexandria, is the very 
ugliest country I eicr trarersed— a dead flat, 
without trees, except a few stifT date palms, or 
here and there a garden The fields are still 
bare, except where water lias been turned 
on the nce_ crops, which then form a vatu 
swamp The flat-roofed villages rcscmblo 
those m India in dirt and squalor. Tho rail- 
way crosses the Nile and its branches m several 
places , the principal bridge has only lately been 
finished, and was last year the scene of a dread- 
ful calamity, when the tram ran into the nver 
and a brother of tho Pasha b was among the 
drowned On that occasion the Pasha drove 
his engine to the edge of tho causeway the next 
mommg, and remained there for two days, to 
see, as ho said, if they dared to push him ml’ 

The city of Alexandria is situated at the extre- 
mity of a long neck of land stretching out mto 
the sea, and approached through dismal lagoons 
and swamps On among, we were nearly totn 
to pieces by the toutera from the rival hotels 
and eventually were earned off to the wron~ 
one, where we had to compromise matters by 
partaking of a bad dinner, after winch orn 
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tilings were removal to Abbott’s, where rooms 
had been already engaged for ns. We strolled 
through the fmo square, which 'is said to be 
exactly the sizo of Noah’s Ark, and were struck 
by tho preponderance of coats and bats over 
oriental costume, and also by tho variety ^of 
languages written over tho shops, oil of which 
had a decidedly European appearance. 

Friday, July 1. 

Tho practice which obtains in Egypt of 
having no private sitting-rooms in tho hotels 
is productive of much discomfort, driving one for 
refugo after breakfast from a dirty Sallo ii Man- 
ger, recking with tho odonrs of many meals, 
to tho fusty bedroom, whoso turn of being 
done has not yet arrived. In tho afternoon wo 
drove to tho so-called Pompey’s Pillar, a soli- 
tary column standing on a high hank outsido tho 
town, and chiefly remarkable for the* shaft con- 
sisting of one block of pink granite. It is 
supposed by some persons that this is impos- 
sible, and that the ancients were acquainted 
with some method of fusing tho granite, so as 
to hide the joints between tho different pieces of 
which the pillar was composed. This col umn is 
considered hy antiquarians to he centuries older 
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Qian Pompcy, and to have no connexion what- 
ever with liim . The Arab cemetery near the base 
of the pillar is curious: each little grave has an 
aloe planted by it. About a mile farther from 
the city wc went to see a carious old church, 
excavated in the sandstone rock by the primi- 
tive Christians, the walls of which wcro painted 
in frescoes, now much decayed ; one represented * 
the miracle of the loaves and fishes, and there 
were many portraits of the Apostles. From 
the centre of the Church branched off a long 
catacomb, and wq saw many excavated graves, 
leading apparently to subterranean passages of 
great extent. The guide, wisliing to impress 
us with the idea of tlio great antiquity of this 
church, assured us that it was 4,000 years old I 
Returning from our drive, wo passed through 
long alleys of trees, and streets of villas, which, 
with their gardens, would ha\ o been very pretty, 
but for the excessive dust, which seems to per- 
vade and cover every thing in or neai Alex- 
andria. We stopped at a spot near the sea- 
shore, where* Cleopatra’s Needle now stands. 
It is a fine obelisk of pink granite, the hiero- 
glyphics on three sides of which are as perfect 
and sharp as when they wero cut ; those on the 
fourth side have suffered a little from the 
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weather. It used la tie half hurled in the sand, 
lint a feu* years ago it was raised to its present 
erect position, though, ns it is only supported 
on a few stones, it Beems miraculous that tho 
first Bca-brcczo does not lay it low. 


Saturday, J uty 2, 

"Wo wore up early to sco the bazaars, winch 
however nro shabby and poor, after thoso of 
Cairo; and on our return found that « cabin 
had been secured for ns on board the P. and O. 
packet “Indus,” which was to leave for South- 
ampton in a few hours. Then commenced a 
ncYor-to-bo-forgottcn struggle to get our lug- 
gago anti ourselves down to the wharf, where 
crowds of Arabs vociferating for ** backsheesh” 
nearly tore us to pieces. < At last, we were 
fairly embarked in a dangerous little wherry, 
the owner of which positively refused to row, 
and recklessly made fast his large sail. It was 
with feelings' of sincere pleasure that we took 
possession of onr airy poop cabin on the 
“Indus,” which had the further advantage of 
being apart from the rest of the passengers. 
She is a fine roomy vessel, and though very 
full we were not ,at all crowded. We steamed 
out of the harbour of Alexandria at six p.m.. 
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jmd the beav) (loir r«a cold vnnd sent me to 
bed vatb a European cold 


Tuesday, JuU 5 

On Sunday, a dignitary of the Church, ■who 
chanced to be on board, read the Service on 
deck, and preached a sermon -which had cn 
dently been intended for use on a transport 
going to the Crimea, for he found lmnself 
suddenly growing eloquent on the subject of 
“ tender and devoted women,” who had de- 
dicated themselves to the service of the 
wounded and sich, and feeling that lus pre- 
sent congregation were of a different cast, lio 
stopped, began again, and vainly endeavoured 
to adapt the remainder of tlio discourse to 
those around lum We steam moderate!} fast, 
through a cahn blue sen, tbo days are nice 
and warm, but the evenings chilly Tlicro 
is a piano on hoard, and a band which pla}8 
every evening, and tempts some of those 
who have been fellow travellers from Cluna or 
India, to dance Wo havo a good many daili 
Malays on board, and several Cbraeso nurses, 
cunous looking creatures, who carry tlio babies 
supported on broad scarfs passed over their 
shoulders 
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“Wednesday, July G. 

A charming morning, the pleasure of which 
was enhanced by the hope of reaching Malta 
early. About noon wo first sighted the island, 
and by two p.m. lmd safely anchored in the 
quarantine harbour of Valetta. The first im- 
pression of the island is one of wonder at its 
immense strength, eveiy available morsel of 
ground being converted into some hind of field' 
works. The numerous towers of the churches, 
and the many-storied jalousied Houses crowning 
the steep rocks, are very picturesque , though 
one longs for a few green trees to contrast with 
the glare of the white stone. Pretty little 
boats, gaudily painted, soon swarmed around 

our steamer, in one of which L and I 

proceeded to the shore, and climbed a steep 
narrow street to the Strada Eeale, where the 
principal shops display their stores of lace and 
coral to tempt the unwary. The day being 
hot, and being unaware of the close proximity 
of the places we wanted to go to, we engaged a 
carriage, the driver of which, for transporting 
us a few hundred yards, claimed tho exorbitant 
sum of fifteen sliillings, which, there being no 
redress to be obtained, we were obliged to pay. 

After paying a visit to our friends tho 
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V\ T s, wo proceeded to the monastery of the 

Capuchin monks, remarkable for a moigue, a 
crypt under the church, where the bodies of tho 
dead monks, clothed in their life-attire, arc 
arranged m niches against the nails. They 
are preserved from decay by exposure to gieat 
heat (being roasted in fact) and by tho extreme 
dryness of the soil ; some are quite skeletons, 
nlnlst others retain large portions of skin and 
flesh One had a homd swollen tongue pro- 
truding from his ghastly month, and almost all 
had assumed some grotesque or comical atti- 
tude, shockingly at variance with a scene of 
death and decay. Tho youngest corpse had 
only been three years dead, whilst many 
wero several centuries old. Tho walls of tho 
crypt were ornamented with cornices and de- 
vices formed of human hones, and the whole 
atmosphere was dank and earthy. 

Glad to escape from this shocking spectacle, 
wo next visited the Cathedral ol^St. John, a 
magnificent church, the interior walls of which 
axe richly decorated with gilded scrolls in relief 
on a blue ground The side chapels are dedi- 
cated each to a particular nation, and contain 
the monuments of the Grand Masters of tho 
Knights Templars according to their nationality, 
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whilst the floors, of inlaid marbles, consist of 
tablets to the memory of humbler personages. 
The choir, containing the knights’ stalls, is very 
rich in carving and gilding, and there are many 
pictures, but none of any remarkable beauty- 
A fine chair of state is placed on one side of 
the centre aisle, for “Victoria Queen," as .our 
guide informed us. Our excursion on leaving 
the Cathedral extended to some of the shops, 
the owners of which drive a very thriving trade 
by the custom of the steamboat passengers; 
and after bearing a few tunes from a military 
band, in a kind of public promenade, we par* 
took of a very bad dinner at the H6tel Imperial, 
and returned at nine p.m. to the good ship 
“Indus,” winch shortly after weighed anchor, 
and steamed off en roiite to Gibraltar. 

Monday, July IX. 

Vive days of perfect weather — the sea as 

blue as a fl^plnre, and ns smooth as glass 

brought us to Gibraltar, the last day within 
sight of the lovely mountains on the southern 
coast of Spain — the only incident being the 
appearance, one day, of a long black hue in 
the waters, which one of the sailors jokingly 
remarked might . be the sea-serpent. On ap- 
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proacliing, it proved to be a large pack of seals, 
evidently on a journey. They swam close toge- 
ther, and kept exactly in line, with their black 
heads out. of the water, like so many dogs; 
and were swimming steadily forward in the 
samo direction for as long as wo could watch 
them. On emerging from my cabin at # six 
this morning,* I hehcld the great white rock 
of Gibraltar rearing its head immediately in 
front of ns ; and, rounding Europa Point, we 
anchored alongside n coaling hulk by eight A.jr. 
Before us lay the town, with its gardens and 
terraces ; the great rock towering -over it, 
pierced by innumerable gallories, and covered 
with zigzag paths; joining tliiB to the main- 
land, lay the flat strip of neutral ground ; now 
covered by the whito tents of an English and 
a Spanish camp — the villago of San Roque 
perched on a rock, and surrounded by fields 
and gardens ; and, further round the bay, the 
town of Algesiras reposing on a background of 
beautiful mountains and green valleys, dotted 
with country houses all this, with the blue 
Mediterranean for a foreground, covered with 
vessels of all shapes and sizes — from the stately 
English three-decker, to the little country 
boats — formed a panorama of beauty, far sur- 
passing any thing I had imagined. 
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We were to remain five hours ; and the dis- 
embarkation of passengers was remarkably well 
managed, a certain number of boats being pro- 
vided by the Peninsular and Oriental Company- — 
tickets for which were obtained on board — thus 
avoiding the usual scenes of extortion and squab- 
bling. We landed ; and, walking up the High 
Street, might have fancied ourselves in England, 
had it not been for a few foreign names, and green 
jalousies. After breakfasting with somo friends, 
wo mounted donkeys, with curious paddles (mine 
was a pad placed between two pairs of cross- 
trees, and covered with gay-flowered chintz), 
and, ascending the steep lanes of tho town, 
passed through the gate of the old Moorish 
castle, and entered a range of tho celebrated 
galleries, with which the rock is perforated in 
every direction, and which contain embrasures, 
bristling with heavy guns. 

Wo paused on many of tho open spaces to 
admire the lovely views ; hut wero obliged, from 
lack of timo, to limit our excursion to St. George’s 
Hall — a chamber excavated in a largo and semi- 
detached piece of rock. All the galleries wo 
saw look towards Spain, but there are many 
others on the different sides of tho mountain ; 
and tho Princo of Wales has lately laid 
the foundation of a now battery of ninety gnus, 
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on the only bide which appeared ill-defended. 
Returning towards the town, wo were delighted 
with tins numerous wild flowers growing m the 
crevices of tho rock. Tlio monkeys arc lardy 
seen, except in tlio enrlj morning; hut par- 
tndges, and somo other gamo, are ahnndant. 
The “ Indus" weighed anchor at one i\M*» and 
we steamed closo to tlio beautiful shores of 
Spain, having the African mountains m hnry 
outlmo on tlio other side. Towards opening 
we passed Cape Trafalgar/- whero the enemy's 
fleet lay previously to that great battle. 

Out progress up tlio Coast was very in- 
teresting; wo passed closo to the mouth of 
the Tagus, and within mow of tlio heights of 
Crntra, crowned on its sharpest pinnacle with 
what was once a Moorish castlo, then a con- 
vent, and is now tho favourite palace of tho 
King of Portugal. Wo crossed tho Bay of 
Biscay with scarcely a npplo on tlio water ; 
though tho cold wind was trying to us, coming 
fiom tho Enst. On Saturday, July 16th, wo 
found ourselves steaming up Channel along the 
Dorsetshire Coast — which had a cold, green 
aspect, strikingly different from tho scenery 
among winch the last two years of our lives 
r f 
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ha(l been passed — and, passing through the 
'Needles, under a broiling sun, we found our- 
selves entering the docks at Southampton at 
half-past one o’clock p.st; ; where all looked so 
familiar, we asked each other, could it,, indeed, 
be, that two years of such varied scenes had 
pasBed since we last set foot in dear Old Enf- 
Und ? . ‘ 
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now I HELPED IN- THE PURSUIT OP 
tantla TOPEE." 

-nr MAJOR LEOPOLD PAGET, II DA. ' 

• mo ^ 858, Ig0t lcttors forming 

*i» G 2 n :L c :zz *•£• 

tVntel i't'Vtpfo 

Having to wait for orders beforo I coni 1 T ? 1>e0 ' 
tbo Field Battciy then nnder ^ Z 
was not until tbo 27tU of tt,„f y mmand, it 
wife and child and myself tnicTo^’l^L my 
Dharwnr, and on tbo agreeable anl 1 • ° n 
we had made there, to enter on a T faends 

900 mUes, to the ^gion of 25 ° f ’ 
wo supposed my troop to be. I shah omTut" 
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details of our journey to Poona, and tlicnco to 
Alimcdnugger, as that lias been noticed in 
tlio foregoing* pages, and I take up my story 
irom tlio day I left my wifo at tjio latter Station, 
in a etraugo place, among strange people, to 
shift for lierself as best she could. But “ duty 
is duty, and must bo done,*’ so according!^, 
lmring laid a bullock-dak, I started at 8 r.M* 
on 2SrcTNorember, on my pilgrimage in search 
of my new troop, of the whereabouts of which 
none of, the authorities at Poona or Ahmcdnug- 
ger had the smallest conception, no advices 
having been received from it for weeks past. 

I had, however, hopes of gaining intelligence 
if I could moke my way as far as Mhow, in 
Central India. .Travelling through the night, 

I arrived at Aurengabad on 24tli, and became 

the guest of Captain S , the Commandant, 

who received me with the kindness so universal 
in India from one Sahib to another. 

I remained at Aurengabad till 27th, laying 
in further stores for my solitary ramble, and 
among other things I bought a useful pony 
for Domine, my body-servant, justly concluding 
he was mow likely to attend to my cuisine and 
other comforts, if I made things pleasant to 
Jiim, than if I obliged him, native fashion, to 
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perform his jonruey on foot, or jolt in n bullock- 
liadmj I On the 27th November I arrived at 
oolmarey, a distance of 1C miles, and found 
a dak-bungalow in which to put up. Having 
to make 28 miles to Sailoor tbo next day I 
parted at half-past 2 a.m. on Snnday; my 
f 7 Persian horse, possibly having conscien- 
tioas sen, pies against Sunday travelling, was 
good enough to commence tho day’s work by 
p.tclnng upon his head, and throwing ml 
which, as I happen to be a heavy man and tho 

The journey of tho 29th bronaht . 
Ajunta, and I became ns usual the guest of 
a perfect stranger, Major Gill, late 0 f the 
Madras army, a solitary European W at 
that place, for tho purnose nNu ° at 
tho wonderful Cave Temples o*f .. 0gr f rllIn S 
Ellora. Ho had a cha^ 
most excellent cook and collar and I T- a 
with much regret, coupled with ! fe^" 
disappointment that I could not take Svan 
tage of lus kind offer to be mv van ' 

theso wonderful remains of a former aC bnTl 
fel I was bound to join my troop atttee’arh^ 
possible moment, and that I bad no right to 
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indulge in a pleasure excursion on ray own 
account. 

At Talligatun, where I arrived on December 
1'st, there was no travellers' bungalow, so I had 
to put up for tho day in the native serai, a hot, 
stinking place enough, which I was rejoiced to 
leave, at 5 next morning, for Bodir, wher3, 
to my surprise, I saw in a tower of the small 
nativo town, an undoubted English clock, which 
struck the hours, and behaved in all respects as 
a clock ought to do. Here I found 300 baggage 
animals for General Michel’s Field Force, on 
their way np countiy. Journeying .on my 
solitary path through the jungle, just ns day 
was breaking on the morning of December 3rd, . 
an enormous tiger crept stealthily across the 
road, just in front of my horse ; but I conclude 
he had partaken of an early breakfast, or I should 
not now bo writing these lines. I had a long 
ride that day of 45 miles, and on reaching 
Borehampnr late, I found an outpost of the 
23rd Bengal Native Infantry, and made merry 
with the officers in the evening. I arrived at 
the strong Fort of Asseerghur on December 4 th. 
The jungle at the foot of the fortress was dotted 
with white tents, and sure enough, here I found 
ono of the many columusin search of the rebels. 
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As Colonel Beecher's column happened to be 
going in the direction in which I wished to pro- 
ceed, I gladly accompanied it on the 5th of De- 
cember, and passed a moat agreeable day in 
the Bociety of the officers of tho column — hear- 
ing all sorts of professional chit-chat, from 
wlucli I had been debarred for a long period. 
On tho Oth I remained with the column, as 
rebels were supposed to be in tho neighbour- 
hood, and travelling quite alone had become 
ticklish work. On December 7th, Colonel 
Beecher, having received tidings of the enemy, 
moved off his column in quite a contrary direc- 
tion to that in which I was going, so I went on 
by myself to Diesgaum, twenty-two miles. 

Here my servants picked up all sorts of dis- 
agreeable stories about tbe proximity of rebels ; 
averring they had just burnt village about 
five miles off — through which lay my onward 
route. I could only hope they might have 
finished their depredations beforo my arrival, 
and decamped without leaving stragglers. Next 
morning, leaving Diesganm at daybreak, I en- 
deavoured to canter, with an airy unconcern, 
through tho looted village : undoubted traces 
of recent outrage were visible all about it ; and 
I confess to a feeling of satisfaction, when* I 
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found myself -with a -whole skin at the next 
Station, in company with a Civil Engineer, whom 
I found in possession of tho travellers’ bunga- 
low. 

I arrived at Mhow at six r.M., December 9th, 
after twelve -hours' jolting in a bullock- hacker i/, 
and found some officers of the 8th Hussars oc- 
cupying tho travellers’ bungalow. Tlio next 
day I passed an ngreeahlo evening, dining with 
General Michel, who commanded tliis division 
of tho army, and all the various columns then 
engaged in hunting rebels in the field. Hero 
I got authentic information, for tho first timn, 
of tho place where my troop was likely to ho 
found, viz., at or about Itutlaum, and heard that 
it formed part of a cavalry column under tho 
cqmmand of Brigadier Somerset, C.B., son of 
the Commander-in-chief at Bombay. I also 
heard that General Michel, hearing I was tra- 
velling up country alone, had sent an escort of 
sowars to meet me ; but I had never fallen in 
with them. I may here remark, cn passant , 
a peculiarity I afterwards observed about these 
detached columns, who wero engaged in hunt- 
ing the rebels. They were all commanded by 
officers of zeal and experience ; and they all 
wanted to be the one to catch Tantia Topee ; 
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nnd as each wanted his own column to do it 
without interference from another, in addition 
to chasing the rebels, the columns were often 
running away from one another ; so that when 
the uninitiated thought they were in hot pursuit 
of the mutineers, it frequently transpired that it 
was only a rapid countermarch to get out of the 
neighbourhood of Brigadier Somebody else, who 
had been heard of within a few miles of the last 
halting-ground. 

On December 12th, haying procured five 
camels from the Commissariat department for 
my baggage, I started by Dak gnry, vid Indore,, 
for Rutlaum. At Indoro, Sir Robert Hamilton, 
the Resident at the Court of the Maharajah, 
kindly ordered an escort to accompany mo to 
Rutlaum, ns the rebels were known to he cer- 
tainly about these parts, and a soh’tary Euro-* 
pean would stand bnt a very .poor chance. 
After travelling all day, I arrived at cloven p.m. 
at Rntlnum on December 13th, and found two 
gnus of the Royal Artillery, nnder Major Grant, 
who thought, bnt was not certain, that the 
column I was in search of was in, or near, 
Selnneh. Here was I in a pretty pickle. I 
had sent on my horses and baggago animals 
from Mhow, by ndvico of the General, to join 
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this -wandering army at Hutktam ; but the co- 
lumn had not been there, and’ nothing certain 
was known about them. My bullock-dak had 
come to an end, and I had no authority to lay 
another, e\en if 1 lmd known in which direction 
to send relays of beasts; so, here I found my- 
self, without a change of clothes — minus horses 
and baggage — attended only Lj tlio faithful 
Domino — -whom I had kept with mo to do my 
cooking at the halting-places. While ponder- 
ing over this dilemma, I was informed that a 
detachment of the camel corps, under a Sou- 
badlvar of native infantry, had just arrived, en 
route to join the very column I was m search 
of; bo I joyfully perched myself on tho leading 
camel, and anay we went about two r.M., De- 
cember 14th : but, on reaching Selaneh a few 
hours later, we found no traces of our wan- 
dering host ; so we journeyed further to ft placo 
called Peeplode, and there bivouacked under a 
tope of trees for the night. 

X endeavoured to make mj self as agreeable 
to tho native officer, as my total ignorance of 
the language would permit — by constant hand- 
shaking, and smoking innumerable pipes of 
peace and good-felfowsfup Z ascertained, some- 
how or other, that he was a Jew, and we re- 
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mained great friends all the time we were in 
tlie field together — a day Beldom passing witli- 
ont the ceremony of the “ hand-shake.” This 
first evening, after Domino had procured me a 
light repast of tea and chupattics , the native 
officer appeared, escorting a large charpoi, or 
native bedstead, he had procured for my use, 
and on which he tucked me np with cloaks and < 
blankets, with the care of an old nurse. 

At daybreak, on the 15th of December, we left 
Peeplode ; and suddenly, about noon, came, quite 
unexpectedly — to myself, at all events — in sight 
of an English encampment at a place called 
Moera ; and, to my great joy, it proved to bo that 
of the very column I was in search of : and X 
soon had tbo pleasure of greeting my old friend 
Colonel Gardiner,, whom I had come to relievo, 
and who only waited my arrival to start for 
Bombay, cn route to England, I was rejoiced 
to find that my baggago and horses had found 
their way to tlio column, aud I was soon com- 
fortably ensconced in my own tent; and next 
‘morning, on taking formal command of my now 
troop, found tho horses in good condition, and 
every thing in tho fine order it was suro to have 
been kept, nnder my predecessor. Tho column 
I had joined was n cavnhy ono, under Brigadier 
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Somerset, consisting of llead-qnnrtors of 170, 
imccrs, commanded by Licntenant-Colonel 
Benson— four gems of my Troop (D) B . 

Home Artillery, and two companies of the 92 ml 
Hi Wanders, mounted on camels— and onr ob 
jeet was to t 0 -, by sbecr linrd marching," wo 
onld not overtako and bring to action tho mu- 
tmeem under Tanlia Topee, who kept up a per- 
petnal dance aU roimd tbo country 1 P 

- tho *+»»& 
orders to make a rapid mardf anttbo ’rob 1 ' 
m one direction, whilst I went on with 
remnimng guns, tlio Highlanders an,l } ‘ ? 
ron of 17 tli Lancers, under tho Bri! v^' 
W to try and cut them otfin another Th“ 
next day we were entertained at dim. . Tho 
Nawab of Jowra, who seated 1 f by 0,0 
Brigadier during the repl “ bj tho 

bouquo. He is an enlightened nnf™ g clli ' 
EngUsh, and affecting Eurowl " ’ Bp ° aHn S 

keeps up a little army of his 0WT1 anno f s -. 

or three regiments of inf ! consist ^g of 
guns. Ho was ver^ dc ^ 0 “ f “‘Y ana » 
prolong onr stay in his territory W °. sIl . onJcl 
pretended, or really believed, 
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reliable information of the enemy’s intention to 
pass through tin’s neighbourhood in ft tiny or two. 
After dinner ho entertained ns with a parade of 
liis hunting chetnlis and two or tljree giraffes; 
and for a frolic, our Staff Officer, Wood, of the 
17th, bent upon riding a lively young giraffe, 
before any one could interpose, slipped over the 
balcony on to the astonished beast's hack,- who, 
of courso, immediately began a violent course 
of plunging and * buck-jumping, bo that the 
gallant officer, though ho clung manfully to the 
animal's neck for some seconds, was shortly 
prostrato on the bosom of mother earth, a good 
deal shaken by Ins fall. 

Wo arrived at the rnins of tho Station of 
Mohidporo (lately destroyed by tho Mutineers) 
on 23rd December, after fonr days’ inarch .from 
Jowra, without incident of nny kind. It was 
saddening to ride about the deserted canton- 
ment, and seo the ruin and desolation of what 
a short timo since had been a veiy pretty 
Station : the burnt and mined bungalows, the 
gardens all laid waste, and the ntter silence, 
and absence of all life around, made a very 
depressing scene 1 . & 

1 Mrs. Timmins, wife of Colonel Timmins, the Com- - 
man dan t of the Mehidpore Contingent, had a miraculous 
escape. She mounted her horse to fly with her husband, 
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Clmstmas-D&y \\w duly observed Uy ft Imlt, 
and prajers read in the camp, whilst in the 
evening the officers of llio colnnui all dined 
together, and had a real good Christmas dinner, 

when the mutmons Sepoja commenced firing on Ihetr 
officers, *md her horse was shot under her She refused 
to mount another, but preferred trusting herself to the 
fidelity of her dirzec (or tailor), who ofllrcd to conceal 
her in Ins hou^e, whilst Colonel Timmins galloped nearly 
one hundred miles beforo he joined the column advancing 
to his relief, under tho command of Colonel Orr, Madras 
Artillery As soon as possible, tho troops pushed on to 
M chulpore, which they found burnt and deserted , hut on 
inquiring, Colonel Orr was told of a house whero it was 
supposed Mrs Timmins was concealed Ho called out 
in English, and at last effected an entrance and beheld 
douched in a corner, half dead with terror, a being in the 
dress of a native woman, who proved to bo poor Mrs 
Timmins alivo and unhurt, but having been hunted from 
room to room, and from one place of concealment to 
another, during five days and mghtB, till every hopo of 
rescue had almost died withm her 1 need scarcely add 
the faithful dirzec was retained as a pensioner Mrs 
Timmins's favourite dog was also saved and concealed by 
its attendant, and restored to her when tho country again 
became quiet Severe vcngeanco was taken by our vie 
tonons troops on tho inhabitants of the native village of 
Mehidpore, who were supposed to havo been concerned in 
the^nutiny, for tho whole place was so completely swept 
away and destroyed that not even a stone remains to 
mark the site of their former habitations 
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my man Domino actually producing : ■» 
plum-pudding I The horns passed quickly ’ «th 
L- «nd story, and curiously cnongli, ghost 
stories being on the tnpis-nll of them tno 
— an officer, a perfect stranger to mo, told, ns n 
well-authenticated anecdote of 'ts laml. n som ^ 
what singular supernatural incident that had 
happened years before to myself Leavm 
Mohidporo on tl.o 27th, wo marched to a place 
called Indnrh, and I was much amused at over- 
hearing tlio following colloquy between Bcthuue, 
'who commanded tlio niglilandcrs, and one of his 
men. I J ust living m y camping-ground, • 
when I came upon Bcthuno, a kneeling camel, 
anil a Higld fin( l cr ' standing at ‘ ‘ attention ’ ’ beside 
tbo beast but at ratbor a respectful distance. 

Bcthvne said, “ Now, Donald mon, you must 
really mount, or you’ll bo left behind: the 
Brigadier will never bait the column for your 
•whimsies?” 

Highlander : “ Begging your honour’s pardon, 

X would rather walk; the beastie is dangerous.” 

D ethnic : “ Nonsense, mon, jump up.” 

Highlander: “ Begging your honour’s pardon 
n"ain, na ! I enlisted for a fut soldier, and I 
will natido.” 

At this point of the disputo I bad to pass on, 



but Betlrane afterwards told me that the man 
lnd to he earned m a dhoohj, the fact being 
that, unaccustomed to camel exercise, and scar- 
ing only a lilt, he had suffered se\crclj from 
the uneasy jolting of the animal 
2se\t morning I 'was awoke bj “ Boot and 
Saddle r shortly after midnight, so there evi 
death was something up, as the Brigadier lmd 
last evening named 5 am as the hour for the 
march, away we went till daj light, alien a 
halt was sounded for breakfast, after winch wc 
pushed on all day, and reached a place called 
Sooseneer, a distance of 32 miles, at 8 30 p m , 
having marched unceasingly, except the hour 
for breakfast, since 1 ui 
December 29 th, we left all our kit and 
baggage under a guard at Sooseneer, and 
started with merely the clothes on our backs 
During the night we bivouacked for a few hours 
at the Knlasmd nver, onr dinner consisting of 
a few native sweetmeats, and some water to 
drink After a short halt u e came up on the 
morning of the 30th with Colonel Benson s 
column, that had parted from us at Moera 
The Colonel had engaged and defeated the 
rebels on the previous day, and taken a good 
deal of booty, with several elephants This 
G g 
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‘culimrn, like ns, hail left all their bnggag 0 
behind them, and were generally in a very 
dilapidated, dirty, and hungry condition. The 
troops had just killed a small Brahmin cow, 
which they hart found in the native village, and 
which they proceeded to cut up anil ilovour tho 
beat way they could. Tho fact is, pursuing 
rebels under tho burning, sun of India, without 
Commissariat or camp equipage, rest or shelter, 
is very rough work, approaching to tho very 
, verge of hardship. Fortunately our Division 
''‘had .brought some food, conveyed in my hos- 
pital-cart, which, having broken down early'in 
tho campaign, and being unfit to carry sick or 
disabled men, .was turned into a mess-cart, 
to carry articles of cuisine , and proved very 
useful. Wo halted an hour or two with Colonel 
Benson, who, with his officers, gladly partook 
of some of tho food wo were enabled to prepare, 
for the flrBt time since leaving Sooseneer, for 
though carrying the appliances wherewith to 
satisfy our hunger, we had had no time to 
attend to our bodily wants. 

• After a hasty meal, we parted from Colonel 
Benson 8 column, taking with us the two guns 
of my troop that had formed part of it, and, 
taking up the running after tiro rebels, pro- 
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cccded 2J miles to Kelchicpoor, where wo 
bivonrteked for a few hours, then marched 22 
miles to Clumelln, where we’ snatched a mouth- 
ful of food, and thou on 15 moro miles to 
Saltool, where we bivouacked under a tope of • 
trees, on the night of December Slst, 

There were evident signs of the proximity of 
the rebels daring this march, and that thoy • 
could not be very far off, as the fires were still 
smouldering, at which thoy had^cooked their 
food. On onr march to-day I was attracted, 
by 'the sight of an elephant standing near ft* 
village) about a quarter of a mile on our left : 
my men also saw it; as did also a native servant, 
who was walking by my side. I immediately 
reported the circumstance to the Brigadier, who 
sent a troop of 17tU Lancers to capture the 
animal, but nowhere could lie be found ; and 
though, from his size, an elephant is not easily 
liidden, it appeared, in this instance, as if lie 
had vanished into thin air. While on the 
subject of elephants, I may mention that three 
were attached, to my troop as baggage animals 
♦—and, if properly managed, they are most use-, 
fnl' in that capacity, from their strength % and 
endurance — but one of these was a highty- 
tighty, self-willed sort of n gentleman, who 
og 2 
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latterly declined carrying any thing but one 
tent — which, far an elephant, was a ridiculously 
small burthen. He used to carry, in addition 
to the tent, a huge troop-chest, containing all* 
the records, books, stationery, &c. ; but one 
day, in the middle of a march, he, suddenly 
stopped, untied the cords with his trunk, and, 
deliberately depositing the obnoxious-box on the 
ground, refused, from that day forward, to suffer 
himself to be again loaded with it. This same 
elephant was tho cause of much delay in our 
passage of the Taptee, by declining to swim 
across. No persuasion could induce him to 
approach the bank of the river; so, at last, 
the head mahout was sent for; and he imme- 
diately went up to two steady old elephants, 
with whom he conversed for some seconds in 
Hindustani, evidently explaining the diffi- 
culty to them. They appeared immediately to 
comprehend what was required of them ; for 
they straightway proceeded to placo themselves, 
ono on either side of their refractory com- 
panion, and shoved him, by main force, into 
tho river. When they had got him well out of 
Ins depth, they belaboured him -soundly with 
their trunks, and then drove liim out on the 
further bank. 
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After a few hours’ rest at Saltool, wo started 
again at midnight, just as the new year was 
breaking*, and, after four hours' march, were 
-ordered to halt, in strict silence, and prohibited 
from smoking. TVo were, at last, on the heels 
of the mutineers — a spy informing ns that they 
were encamped about two miles in our front. 
At daylight, on January 1st, 1859, wo mounted 
•again, and Brigadier Somerset made his dis- 
positions for attacking the enemy. The horse 
artillery were in the centre, following a track — 
it could hardly be called a road — the 17th 
Lancers on either flank; whilst the D2nd 
brought up the rear on their camels, ready to 
dismount and form at a moment’s notice, if 
required. We proceeded in this order for two 
miles; when, all at once, we came upon two’ 
large bodies of the enemy ’ b cavalry — each about 
2,000 strong. They were about 800 yards in 
our front ; one body rather to the. left, posted 
near a village; whilst the other body was a 
good deal more to the right, in the open country, 
among paddy fields. I wheeled my guns off 
the ’road, into the open ground on my right, 
brought them into action, and opened fire with 
shell, which 1 had tlio satisfaction of seeing 
burst beautifully among both bodies of the ene- 
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my, causing those on tho loft to waver imme- 
diately.’ The enemy on the right, however, 
stood their ground well ; and were being led 
and 'encouraged by a native, conspicuously 
dressed in white, and mounted on a bnndsomo 
white horse. Ho waved his sword, and was 
evidently encouraging them to charge the guns ; 
whou, suddenly, a round shot knocked him and 
liis horse over, and several followers rushed out 
and carried him into their midst. It was Tantia 
Topee himself 1 Somerset now ordered mo to 
limber up; and away we went to within 400 yards 
of tlie enemy, who opened a brisk fire upon ns 
with musketry. I now loaded with canister, but 
the courage of the mutineers failed ; and as the 
guns were being rammed home, they wheeled 
4 and fled. “ Front limber up ! ” Again, “ Gal- 
lop 1” and away went Somerset, Wood, Trum- 
peter Golding, and myself: but, alas! alas! 

I heard an ominous cracking of whips behind 
me, and felt what had happened ; and, on look- 
ing round, I saw my guns, instead of following 
me in a beautiful line, were in a most irregular 
echelon, with the drivers plying wliips and spurs 
in vain. Tho poor gun-horses were done to a 
turn : the last little gallop in, the ^paddy field 
had finished them, and I could hardly be sur- 
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prised ; for, during the lost five days wc had 
marclicd 1G5 miles — marching, literally, night 
and day. Tho last eighty miles, followed by 
tlvo action, had been without a halt; and when 
the force bivouacked later in tho day, the men 
had been on horseback for forty- two hours out 
of tho previous forty-eight. Four of my gun- 
liorses died of fatigue. 

The 17th Lancers now started in pursuit; 
and Somersot directed me to take my troop 
into the track, go on. quietly at a walk, and 
open fire if I had a chance ; but I never got 
the opportunity. I saw no more of the rebels, 
bnt once, when a large body of them were seen 
on the brow of a bill, at somo distance, but 
disappeared on catching sight of the guns. 
The road was strewed with loot in all direc- 
tions, and the Lancers were scampering all 
over the country pursuing detached parties. 
"Whilst I was halting in the road, I espied a 
rebel Sepoy mounted on a tattoo ; and he came 
so near my troop, that, unable to resist the 
temptation, I started in pursuit. He threw 
himself off, and bid behind some hushes ; and, 
when I came up, I saw my dusky friend, 
crouched down, with his carbine pointed at my 
head. I desired a couple of my men, who had 
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followed me, to take him prisoner; but, on 
turning ‘away, I heard a Iieityy thud, which told 
ho had received scant mere}’. 

On rejoining, my troop, the Brigade Major 
was good enough to take inc roundly to task 
for my undignified conduct, in galloping about 
after individual rebels; but as the Brigadier 
made no remark, and Wood happened to bo a 
good deal my junior, I patted him on the head, 
and forgavo him his check. Ho was not far 
wrong, ‘however, as my bad example had set 
my mounted detachments wild : they all wanted 
to leave tlioir guns, and go rebel-hunting on 
their own account ; and I had some difficulty 
in restraining them. 

An alarming report reached us here, that the 
invaluable Domine had been lulled ; which, 
fortunately for our bodily wants, turned out to 
he incorrect — as, on on r return towards Burocle 
to bivouac for the night, we found him sittin" 
on a door-step in a village — having managed 
however, to ride one of my horses to death. 
IVe were all right glad to reach our camping- 
ground, and to get a little food for man and 
horse. 

A report reached us that Tantia Topee was 
killed ; but we scarcely believed such luck was 
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in store for ns : the shot had undoubtedly killed 
his horse— ft very handsome -white Arab— but 
the rider, whether killed or wounded, was 
quickly carried out of sight. It turned out 
afterwards that ho lived to give us plenty more 
trouble, as I shall presently show ; hut, in point 
of fact, this was the last stand — if stand it could 
he called — made by any considerable body of 
rebels in that part of India. 

"Wo halted three days at Burodo, and heavy 
rain setting in, added greatly to onr discomfort, 
being without tents or shelter of any kind. On 
January 4th we changed our ground to a place 
called Chubra, about ten miles ofF, where wo 
remained till the 9th, when onr tents and bag- 
gage arrived, and having been twelve days 
without shelter, and with only the clothes we 
stood in, this event was welcomed by all. 
Colonel Beecher’s column, with my remaining 
two guns under Hill, joined us on the 10th, 
and Hill brought the sad nows of the death of 
poor Tillard, one of my subalterns, who had 
been left ill at IMhow. He had distinguished 
himself greatly in the Crimea, and had the 
Legion of Honour, besides other war medals. 
On January 11th General JJichel and Head- 
Quarter Staff arrived, and when ‘the next day 
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Colonel Trice, commanding the artillory in this 
division of the arinj*, Tvitli liis adjutant Stirling, 
followed, wo wondered what was up. They all 
believed the report of Tantia Topee’s death to 
bo correct. On 12th I got letters telling me of 
my wife's dangerous illness, and I evidently 
looked so anxious that Barras, commanding tho 
Camel Corps, asked mo if any thing was wrong, 
and on my telling lxim lie immediately dis- 
patched a sowar on a satonee (or fast-riding)' 
camel, forty-fivo miles to the nearest telegraph 
offico, with a message from mo, the answer to 
which would, I trusted, relieve my anxiety. 
Good, kind, gallant Barras 1 

Wo left Chubra on 15th January, and 
reached Kajoorie on 20th. I had just’tumed 
in that evening when the sergeant-major came 
to me to say, that two of my gnns were to be 
sent away again , with a squadron of 17th. 

“ All right, warn Lieutenant Hill.” It was 
always poor Hill’s turn, there being nobody 
else ; he was a very good subaltern, gave me 
no trouble, and, what was worth a great deal in 
this country, never made a muddle of tho ac- 
•counts of his detachment. The detachment 
was to be sent towards Nagabar, the authori- ' 
ties of which place were known to be. disaffected, 
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and liad lately refused supplies to one of our 
columns. . 

AYo marched into the fine old city of Kotali, 
on 22nd January, the General amusing liimself 
on tho line of maich hy shooting black buck, 
and mvaiiahly making himself agiecable and 
land to ns all. Kotali is a handsome city, though 
still partly in ruins, from the effects of the siege 
it sustained nine months ago. We were en- 
’camped m the Compound of the Residency, and 
I visited the upper room, the floor and ccilmg 
of ■which were stained with the blood of Major 
Burton and his two brave sons, who were cut 
down after defending themselves from room to 
room for five hours m October 1857. Major 
Burton, our Resident at’ the Court of the King 
of Kotak, had left the place on the breaking out 
of the Mutiny, and remained for some time at 
Neemuch, where he received a warning from 
the long not to return, as Ins Majesty felt 
poweiless to afford him protection. In tho 
face of tbiB warning ho returned to Kotak, and 
m two days his house was attacked by the mu- 
tineers, and he and his two gallant sons brutally 
murdered. The king does not seem to have 
made any effort to save them, but now the old 
hypocrite pretended to be our most loyal ally, 
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and gave a splendid durbar in honour of -General 
Mieliel, *wlio appeared at it attended by all the 
officers of the column, and liimself entertained 
the king at a similar fete the following day. 
The king also invited ns to witness an elephant 
fight, which was a very tame affair, the poor 
beasts only butting at one another. On the 
23rd, dining with the General, we were regaled 
with land-turtle'soup, but the reflection of the 
sort of food the reptiles were likely to have 
shared with the vultures and native pigs rather 
took away the gusto with which one .enjoyed the 
dainty dish. Next day I was excessively 
unwell, which I, of course, attributed to the 
turtle sonp, hut our chief was brisk as usual ; 
notliing ever seemed to hurt him. Kotah is 
famous for turquoiso, winch may be had for the 
trouble of picking up by those who are enough 
of lapidaries to know a precious stone when 
they see it. 

On January 25th the horse artillery and 
Highlanders crossed tlfe Chmnbu! at the Gum- 
match ford. Getting the guns over was rather * 
a delicate operation, qb the bed of the river was 
entirely composed of huge boulders of rofck, 
will deop holes between, into w Inch, horses, 
guns, and all, occasionally disappeared. In 
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consequence of these difficulties the rest of the 
foreo remained another day at Kotah, and 
joined us at Batwarcli. On 2Gtli Hill returned 
with his two guns, and the squadron of lancers, 
Nagahar having been settled by Colonel Napier 
and his division. 

The next day wo marched twenty -four miles 
to Noorgaum.' On this occasion, I had neg- 
lected to inform myself of the namo of the 
place to which we were hound. It struck me 
that our course during the night had been 
rather erratic, and on morning breaking, I could 
discover rib traces of the 17th Lancers, who wero 
leading the column. This gallant corps had a 
habit of marching at night by files, and when- 
ever they came to a wet place, or broken 
ground, of crossing it in single file, and then 
closing up at a trot, and thus they were easily 
lost in the darkness. Finding himself left to 
his own resources, my guide suddenly squatted 
on the ground, and when I desired him to 
“ Jel die jow,” lie only shook his head. I asked 
him loudly, slowly, and in my very best English, 
what was the meaning of such conduct, but 
could get no reply beyond a shake of the head. 
Presently a camp-follower, who understood a 
little English, came Up, and I told liim to ask 
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the man .-why he did not proceed ; the reply 
was, “ To what place does the Sahib want to 
go?” This was puzzling; however, I was 
relieved from the difficulty by the commanding 
officer of 2nd Bombay Cavalry, who rocle np 
from my rear, and who knew the name of the 
place to which we were hound. The guide still 
remained immoveable, declaring he did not 
know the way; bnfc after volumes of talk, and I 
believe threats of flogging and hanging, he 
started off again, and eventually piloted us safe 
to Nooi'ganm. There were often # difficulties 
with the guides. The country people did not 
like the employment. It took them a long 
way from their homes, and they were very badly 
paid for their trouble. The mode of proceeding 
was, to catch by force as many men as were 
wanted, from the native village nearest to the 
place where our troops were encamped ; they 
were then marched to the quarter-guards of 
the respective corps, where they were kept 
till wanted. 

From this placo we continued marching for 
n week, witbont any incident worthy of record, 
and having no satisfactory tidings of tlio rebels, 
it became apparent that they had slipped away 
from ns, a disagreeable report prevailing that 
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they lmd made for the Bikaneer desert, and in 
anticipation of following them tluthcr, Somerset 
talked to mo about carrying water in skins! 
The General ordered ns to fallback two marches 
to a placo called Sliarpoora, whero we arrived 
February 5th. Wc were evidently at fault, and 
were to halt till more certain information of the 
enemy's movements could be procured. 

On the 2nd February my second Captain, 
■Williams, joined ns without bag or baggage, 
after a long stem chase, and having had some 
narrow escapes from detached parties of rebels. 
The country was by no means safe for a solitary 
Sahib to travel about in alone. Tlio General 
went off the Bamc day with the Political Agent, 
thinking to get news of the rebels. Shortly 
after Captain Williams’s arrival 1 discovered 
that he talked Hindustani like a native ; I 
consequently felt that if my gallant friends of 
17th slipped away from me another time in the 
dark it would not signify ; bnt alas ! I no sooner 
got my Hindustani scholar than I lost him 
again, for I was called at 3.30 a.m. on the 
morning of the 10th, with orders to send two 
guns under Williams after General Michel. 
They marched at sis., with head-quarter camp, 
and a troop of 'lancers, to join the General. 
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The remainder of the column arrived on the 
I2th at a place called Sattaneh, and left it next 
morning early, onr Brigadier having some in- 
formation of the enemy’s -whereabouts. 

We halted about mid-day, in fervent heat, at 
Roopanalile, but instead of pitching our camp, 
and getting under cover, we got orders on the 
contrary to leave our tents and baggage behind 
us, and to start again on another dour, literally 
in hot pursuit after a body of the enemy, said 
to he commanded by the famous Eao Sahib. 
We took the refractory elephant with us, 
thinking the one tent he condescended to carry, 
might be a great comfort to creep under, when 
the pursuit was over. As soon ns the few 
necessary arrangements were made, wo started 
off again, and made at once thirty-nine miles 
off the reel, before the halt sounded. On, on 
we went, day and night, day and night, only 
halting just to feed the horses now and then, 
and to swallow a mouthful of food ourselves. 
On dismounting from my horse at noon, on 
the 19th February, I staggered against a tree, 

* — o- touch of the sun, no doubt, which was 
not surprising, — the wonder was, we all boro 
tho exposure and fatigue so well. Wo carao 
across some of the enemy’s tamping places. 
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recently used, uliieh gave us hope of soon 
overtaking them ; and on tlio 21st we halted at 
a place called Booghra, having marched 194 
miles during the last six days, of -which ninety- 
four had keen performed in the hist forty-eight 
hours. This would he good travelling for a 
column of troops in a temperate climate, hut 
in India, it must he remembered, on account of 
tko deadly influence of the sun, troops in 
ordinary times only mareh at night, and then 
only from ten to twelvo miles nfc a time, with 
comfortable tents, in which to repose during the 
day. Wo, oh tho contrary, had had no shelter 
from the sun, (an enemy at all times more to 
be dreaded by British soldiers than any number 
of rebels,) since the 13th inst., when we left 
our equipage behind us. Fortunately, at 
Booghra, there were fine topes of trees, which 
afforded shelter to the men, while the officers 
made use of the mess tent, carried by the poor 
elephant, whoso feet were literally in holes, 
and covered with open sores, so that he could 
not have kept up another day. 

On February 22nd, the General and his 
aide-de-camp. Colonel Elkington, came in from 
Neemueh. They brought us a leg of mutton, 
expecting us to* be half starred, and were 
n h 
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agreeably surprised to find ns sitting round a 
plentiful board, to which they immediately sat 
down. Our broken hospital cart was ■ a grand 
institution, and made ns capable of great tilings. 
The General brought word that we had driven 
the enemy to a standstill, pot far off, and that 
they were inclined to negotiate, if not too 
hardly pressed. This was the reason of onr 
halt. 

On 27th, onr tents and baggage arrived, and 
oh, what a hurrying and scurrying of nativo 
servants^ there was! what splashing of water, 
and upsetting of tubs ! and great was the luxury 
of a thorough change of garments. Thcro was 
n great parade of the whole force on tlio morn- 
ing of 1st March, to rcceivo the submission of 
300 rebels, who had agreed to surrender and 
lay down tlicir arms, on condition of their lives 
being spared. The troops were drawn up in 
line, with the Horse Artillery in tlio centro. 
The rebels formed lino facing ns, and a ragged, 
tmvcl-wom set of rnffions they looked. Each 
man stopped from tko milks in turns, salaamed 
low, And laid his arms down at the General's 
feet. They wero then inarched under a guard n 
short distance, to a cainp of their own. Imme- 
diately after the parade, the 17th Lancers, 
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with two of my guns under Ilill, nmrched off 
under tlic command of Colonel Benson, to have ' 
another general “ look round; ” moro, I believe, 
for purposes of police, than for any moro 
serious work. 

The following morning I started 'with the 
remaining* two guns of my troop and some 
Bombay Cavalry, cn route for Nccmuch, in 
chargo of the rebels who had surrendered ; anti 
thus the cavalry column under poor Somerset 
was broken up. Poor fellow 1 Ho died about 
threo years after in England, his death hastened, 
indeed, I may say, entirely caused, by exposure 
during this short campaign. I had only been 
four months under his command, but I learned 
to feel a great personal regard for him. He 
had previously seen much servico at the Cape, 
and had now been well selected to command 
what was called par excellence “the Cavalry 
Column ” for tko pursuit of the rebels. How 
ho performed this duty, I have endeavoured, 
though I fear in a very imperfect and inadequate 
' manner, to show. The campaign was now 
virtually at an end, tlio rebels had all fled, laid 
down their arms, and dispersed ; and how, 

• somo weeks later, their great leader, Tantia 
Topee (alas ! for ns, alive and well) was given 
n h 2 * 
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up by liis friend Maun Singh, tried by a Mili- 
tary Commission, and hanged, has b6conie 
inatter of histoxy. . 

I arrived with my convoy at Neemnch on 
3rd of March, and delivered them over to the 
proper authorities. I believe they were each 
given a small sum of money, and sent to their 
homes. At Neemnch I found Captain Williams 
and two of my guns/ and here we remained till 
the • 17th, when my troop marched with a 
portion of the 7 2nd '’Highlanders, en route for 
Mhow? there to he quartered. 

On 22nd we arrived at Jowra, and dined 
with our old friend the •Nawab, who came out 
to -meet us, glittering in a rich Oriental dress, 
finished off with top boots and breeches. On 
March 28th, we arrived early at Assowtah, 
and having refreshed - myself with breakfast, 
and learned the native language from Williams 

to the extent of “ Yeh Mhowche rusta hai?” 

is this the way to Mhow ? — I rode forward by 
myself forty-five miles into that Station, and 
had the happiness of again jo inin g my wife and 
child. 

On 1st April, Williams,^ with my troop an d 
tho Highlanders, arrived af Mhow, and 'on 2nd, • 
Colonel % Price and liis Adjutant started for 
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Meerut, 'which 'was to he his future station, anti 
where, in the repose of cantonment life, I trust 
mj**old friend would recoier somewhat of that 
comfortable rotundity of form of which the 
hardships of tho campaign had sadly shorn 
lum, and that we may live to ndo together 
over the grassy sward of Woolwich Common — 
a pleasing exchange from tho burning, and 
plains of Central India. “No sooner had wo 
settled down to the monotony of life in a 
Station, than all, officers^ and men, incon- 
tinently fell sick, and, as soon as my wife and 
myself had partially recovered from a severe 
attach of. fever, I applied for, and obtained, 
leave of absence to proceed to England, the 
voyage to winch has been already detailed m 
the former portion of this little work. 


THE END 
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